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Chauffeur Service

Ensure that you reach your destination
Reliable on time and relaxed.

Comfortable
Discrete 07817897813

Fully qualified and licensed chauffeur

GOO@ BCD.

B CHAUFFEUR DRIVEN

West Midlands
Email Derek on: nykamps@gmail.com Based in Harbury

Refuse Collection Rota

Thursday Collection -

Week Commencing Harbury Wedgoe;g:t);;;: r_iday
Monday Friday Collection - Ladbroke
Deppers Bridge
6 April F F-R-G
13 April F-R-G F
20 April F-W F-R-W-G
27 April F-R-G F
4 May F F=R-8
11 May F-R-W-G F-W

F = Food caddy - R = Recycling (blue bin) W = Waste (black bin) G = Garden (green bin)
Wednesday Collection - Parts of Ladbroke - Thursday Collection - Harbury
Friday Collection - Deppers Bridge and Parts of Ladbroke

This magazine is available by subscription and delivered within Harbury,
Deppers Bridge and Ladbroke. Telephone 07900 852236 for details.
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é EDITORIAL

A round up of local news

It is with great sadness that we learnt of the death
of Dr John Hancock. John was one of the village
GPs arriving in Harbury in 1969 where he
continued to practice fulltime until 2004 when he
retired from the surgery, though he continued to
work part-time for a while after this.

John was a truly dedicated doctor, a friendly man
who showed kindness, compassion and patience.
John had always enjoyed keeping fit, running,
cycling, swimming and attending the gym. He
also helped with a number of village clubs
including the Scouts, organising the Harbury Hash
and more latterly he was Chairman of the Harbury
Society. He had a great interest and knowledge of
all things to do with nature and for many years
wrote the Nature Notes for this magazine. Our
condolences go to his wife Sharon and family.

If you fancy an ear|y start on Fr|day 1st May, John piclb{l‘ed at the Se{ﬂ'ur Citizens’
Hereburgh Morris will be holding their traditional Christmas Party in 2021
‘Dancing the sun up’ at Chesterton Windmill. Set your alarms to be there for 5.00am!

Ladbroke will once again be running their Easter Trail, this year in the form of a Scavenger
Hunt. You can pick up leaflets with all the instructions from the Church Porch until 12th April.
Ladbroke Heritage are looking back at events in the village over 150 years ago starting with
a lovely piece, seemingly written in 1876 by the then Rector’s wife, Charlotte Errington.

Finally we extend our sympathy to the families of Kevin Biddle, Kathleen Shepherd, Tony
Woodfield and David Philip Woodruff.

~- HARBURY DIARY

a0 TS For Local events

Sat 4 No coffee morning

Sunrise Service around the fire followed by coffee and bacon sandwiches, 6.30am
Said Holy Communion, 9.00am

All Age Service (ho communion), 10.30am

St. Giles, Chesterton, Easter Sunday Service, 10.30am

Youth Group, 5.00 - 7.00pm, Tom Hauley Room

Zumba, 9.00 - 10.00am, Village Hall

RCCG Holy Ghost Zone Royal Leamington Spa Sunday Service, 10.30am - 1.30pm,
Village Hall
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Mon 6 Lambing Open Day, 1.00 - 4.00pm, Lodge Farm, Chesterton CV33 9LG

Tue

7

Wed 8

Thu

Fri

Sat

10

1

Mon 13

Tue

14

Wed 15

Thu

Fri

Sat

16

18

Martial Arts, Juniors 5.45pm, Seniors 6.45pm, Village Hall

Everyone Active Fitness, 10.00 - 11.00am, Village Hall
Poems and a Pint, 7.00pm, The Crown Inn
Harbury Heritage Centre open 7.00 - 9.00pm, Harbury School (Park Lane entrance)

No Wednesday Walk

Quiet Space, 10.00am, Tom Hauley Room

Children’s Easter Holidays Art Class www.elainepurcell.com/art-classes,
10.00am - 1.00pm, Village Hall

Knitwits and Pleasant Pastimes, 2.00 - 4.00pm, Village Library
Hereburgh Morris Practice session, 8.00 - 10.00pm, School Hall

Table Tennis, 9.30 - 10.30am, Village Hall, Tel: 01926 612951

Holy Communion, 10.00am, Tom Hauley Room

Harbury WI, The Philippines: Culturally Quirky by Analiza Jones, 7.30 for 7.45pm,
Tom Hauley Room

NHS Blood Donation Session (by appointment call 0300 123 23 23 or
www.blood.co.uk), Village Hall

Coffee Morning, 10.00am - 12 noon, Tom Hauley Room in aid of Leamington RNLI
Repair Café, 2.00 - 4.00pm, Village Library

Sung Holy Communion, 10.30am, Church

(No Messy Church)

Zumba, 9.00 - 10.00am, Village Hall

RCCG Holy Ghost Zone Royal Leamington Spa Sunday Service, 10.30am - 1.30pm,
Village Hall

Badminton, 10.00am - 12.00 noon, Village Hall
Martial Arts, Juniors 5.45pm, Seniors 6.45pm, Village Hall

Everyone Active Fitness, 10.00 - 11.00am, Village Hall

Wednesday Walk, meet 9.40am, behind Village Hall - Avon Dassett (4/2 miles)
Spellbound Dance Classes, 4.00 - 6.30pm, Village Hall
Hereburgh Morris Practice session, 8.00 - 10.00pm, School Hall

Table Tennis, 9.30 - 10.30am, Village Hall, Tel: 01926 612951

Holy Communion, 10.00am, Tom Hauley Room

WI Cream Tea and Whist Drive in aid of the Esther Project, 2.30 - 4.00pm,
Village Library

Classic Book Group, 7.30pm, Village Library

Ben & Soph'’s Jazz, doors open 6.30pm, show 7.00pm - www.ticketsource.co.uk/
bsjazz Tel: 07515 275655

Coffee Morning, 10.00am - 12 noon, Tom Hauley Room in aid of Southam
Congregational Church
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Mon 20

Tue 21

Wed 22

Thu 23

Sat 25

Mon 27

Tue 28

Said Communion, 8.00am, Church

All Age Service, 10.30am, Church

St. Giles, Chesterton, Holy Communion Service, 10.30am

Zumba, 9.00 - 10.00am, Village Hall

RCCG Holy Ghost Zone Royal Leamington Spa Sunday Service, 10.30am - 1.30pm,
Village Hall

Harbury Heritage Centre open 2.00 - 4.00pm, Harbury School (Park Lane entrance)

Badminton, 10.00am - 12.00 noon, Village Hall
New! Tom'’s Teas. Free Tea, Cake, Coffee, Friendship and Chat, 2.30 - 4.00pm, Tom
Hauley Room

ARTICLES FOR NEXT ISSUE TO: HARBURY PHARMACY, HIGH ST OR EMAIL TO
ARTICLES@HLNEWS.CO.UK BY 5.30PM

Martial Arts, Juniors 5.45pm, Seniors 6.45pm, Village Hall
Southam Gardening Club, 7.15 for 7.30pm, The Art of Bonsai with David Cheshire,
Tithe Lodge Southam

ADVERTS FOR THE NEXT ISSUE TO 36 MANOR ORCHARD, HARBURY OR EMAIL
ADVERTISING@HLNEWS.CO.UK

Everyone Active Fitness, 10.00 - 11.00am, Village Hall
Harbury Society, Butterfly Conservation - a presentation by Mike Slater doors open
7.30, presentation at 7.45pm

Wednesday Walk, meet 9.40am, behind Village Hall - Wilmcote (42 miles)
followed by lunch

Knitwits and Pleasant Pastimes, 2.00 - 4.00pm, Village Library
Spellbound Dance Classes, 4.00 - 6.30pm, Village Hall

Hereburgh Morris Practice session, 8.00 - 10.00pm, School Hall

Table Tennis, 9.30 - 10.30am, Village Hall, Tel: 01926 612951
Holy Communion, 10.00am, Tom Hauley Room
Harbury Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, Village Hall

Coffee Morning, 10.00am - 12 noon, Tom Hauley Room in aid Harbury School PTA
Councillors Corner, 11.00am - 12 noon, Village Hall
Harbury Local Market, 10.00am - 12.30pm, Village Hall

Sung Holy Communion, 10.30am, Church

Informal Evening Service, 7.00pm, Church

Zumba, 9.00 - 10.00am, Village Hall

RCCG Holy Ghost Zone Royal Leamington Spa Sunday Service, 10.30am - 1.30pm,
Village Hall

Badminton, 10.00am - 12.00 noon, Village Hall
Martial Arts, Juniors 5.45pm, Seniors 6.45pm, Village Hall

Everyone Active Fitness, 10.00 - 11.00am, Village Hall
Ponder in the Pub “l wonder....." 6.45 for 7.00pm, the Crown Inn
Harbury Theatre Group Social, 7.30pm, The Shakespeare Inn
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Wed 29 Wednesday Walk, meet 9.40am, behind Village Hall - Flecknoe (4%> miles)
Spellbound Dance Classes, 4.00 - 6.30pm, Village Hall
Hereburgh Morris Practice session, 8.00 - 10.00pm, School Hall

Thu 30 Table Tennis, 9.30 - 10.30am, Village Hall, Tel: 01926 612951
Holy Communion, 10.00am, Tom Hauley Room

Fri 1 Hereburgh Morris dancing the sun up, 5.00am, Chesterton Windmill
Meeting Point, 12.30pm, The Crown Inn

Sat 2 Coffee Morning, 10.00am - 12 noon, Tom Hauley Room in aid of Church Flowers

Said Holy Communion, 9.00am, Church

Youth Group, 5.00 - 7.00pm, Tom Hauley Room

Zumba, 9.00 - 10.00am, Village Hall

RCCG Holy Ghost Zone Royal Leamington Spa Sunday Service, 10.30am - 1.30pm,
Village Hall

Mon 4 Badminton, 10.00am - 12.00 noon, Village Hall
Martial Arts, Juniors 5.45pm, Seniors 6.45pm, Village Hall

Tue 5 Everyone Active Fitness, 10.00 - 11.00am, Village Hall
Harbury Heritage Centre open 7.00 - 9.00pm, Harbury School (Park Lane entrance)

Wed 6 Wednesday Walk, meet 9.40am, behind Village Hall - Wootton Wawen (3'2 miles)
Mothers’ Union, meeting starts 2.00pm with communion service, followed by
speaker Paul Morris - MU outreach among the homeless in Coventry, Tom Hauley
Room
Spellbound Dance Classes, 4.30 - 7.00pm, Village Hall
Hereburgh Morris Practice session, 8.00 - 10.00pm, School Hall

Thu 7 Table Tennis, 9.30 - 10.30am, Village Hall, Tel: 01926 612951
Holy Communion, 10.00am, Tom Hauley Room
Annual Parish Meeting, 7.30pm, Village Hall
Folk Club, 8.00pm, Village Library

o Dates for inclusion in the Harbury Diary please to: o
CKS 9RIIZINE hYOSI om - lyag22R 9yRo ¢St cmumpp 211 SY It 1a0iSaX KEyS@d020:1

) FROM THE RECTOR

-+ -
All Saints ey Andy Batchelor
l HﬂRBUR\' The Rectory, Vicarage Lane, Harbury ‘& 01926 714295 X rev.andyb@gmail.com

As | write this article the war in Iran rages on. In such a time we can both mourn the tragedy
of human suffering as well as recognise the global implications of attacks on energy
infrastructure as well as the closing of the Strait of Hormuz. In these circumstances this is not
justan economic issue, it is one of justice and equity. In the Lord’s Prayer, we ask for our “daily
bread.” For much of the world, that bread is inextricably linked to the cost of energy and
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transport. The conflict in Iran is creating a ripple effect - rising oil and gas prices, disrupted
supply chains, and market volatility.

When the global economy faces such an unexpected shock it is the poor and those on fixed
incomes who feel the effects most acutely. We already see the costs of fuel and energy
spiralling back to levels last seen during the beginning of the Ukraine conflict. A war that
extends to many of the energy exporting countries in the Middle East is a reminder that our
economic systems are fragile and that our seeming stability often rests on a precarious
peace.

Beyond the oil prices and the inflation indices lies the most profound cost: human lives. Just
as in Ukraine, every person in Iran, and every soldier and civilian impacted by the widening
breadth of conflict is made in the image of God.

As the world’s economy feels the impact, we are called to reflect on the value of a life
compared to the value of a barrel of oil. We are challenged to ensure our prayers are not just
for the return of cheaper energy, but for the preservation of lives and the protection of the
hidden church within Iran, which continues to grow even in the midst of violence and
persecution.

a4 FROM THE CHURCHWARDENS
; ! Andy §Bez

Yes you heard it here first, All Saint’s church has a FC! There is a group running around
tackling tirelessly to defend and score goals. However, these are the antics of the fabric
committee rather than a football club! A fabric committee work on projects like the heating,
lighting and the audio visual needs in the church to restore and repair for now and future
generations.

The ‘goals’ are getting faculties through, which is probably as hard as defending against
Erling Haaland. One member of the fabric committee has been alegend in securing faculties,
working tirelessly with Philip Mayer and others on essential projects. Andy and | want to
thank ALL the volunteers that keep things going and in particular we wish to thank John
Guildford for all he has done over the years.

Many members of the village have contributed to funding these projects which makes a
HUGE difference and we thank you too. During the coming months you will hear more about
the upcoming events hosted in and by the church which we want more people to come to
and enjoy.

It's worth reminding readers that the Tom Hauley Room is open for hire and a simple email
request will give you access to comfortable facilities with toilets, disabled access and a kitchen.
With the new access to the memorial garden it is a welcoming space and venue - give it try
and email thr@allsaintsharbury.org.uk for booking requests with reasonable rates too.

With the Easter holidays here we encourage families and the community to come and see
the activity stations set up. Like last year there will be an opportunity to see and experience
the Easter story. Sunday 5th April will be Easter day and this year you can join in the
Communion Service from 9am followed by refreshments and a hot cross bun. This will then
lead into the all age informal service and celebration of Easter AND an egg hunt - come for
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one service or stay for both! If you're really keen there is a
dawn service too from 6.30am with prayers, communion,
songs and a shared breakfast. So much to choose from
and a warm welcome to all to celebrate Christ has Risen.

We also want to thank the Mother’s Union for the flowers
that were given out in church on Mothering Sunday. We
had a space for reflection in the Lady Chapel to recognise
Mother’s day can be challenging for some. Everyone was
given the chance to light a candle or place a flower in a
vase in memory of a child that had died, a mother or
mother figure in their lives who was no longer there for
them.

Funerals

6th March Kevin Biddle (73 years)

19th March David Philip Woodruff (81 years)
25th March Kathleen Shepherd (72 years)

MOTHERS’ UNION
Gillian Have

At our March meeting we were pleased to welcome Jenny Dean, to tell us about Flourish. She
works with this charity to support girls aged 10 - 18 when they struggle to cope with everyday
life. With the aim of addressing problems before they become overwhelming, they offer
mentoring both in small groups and one to one. Referrals may be from schools, GPs, social
workers or parents, and meetings mostly take place in schools.

The emphasis is to restore a feeling of hope, both in their own lives and the wider world. This
led to discussion as to why so many teenagers are disengaging from normal life. Whilst there
may be many answers, Jenny suggested that lockdown had a more adverse effect than we
realised. Not only did this age group miss out on socialising, at an age when it is vital, but also
the previously “normal” pattern of children going in to school every day whilst parents went
to work was broken. She also commented that among the problems of social media,
especially bullying, is the constant exposure to news. If we as adults are finding that so
disturbing at the moment, how much more so for a sensitive teenager. She said some are
even worrying about rising house prices. We felt that the work of Flourish and similar groups,
is desperately important and wish them well.

Later that week, some of us went to Southam to share with MU members there in the world
day of prayer. Although “women” has been dropped from the title, the format is, as before,
carefully put together by women, this year in Nigeria. Through individual stories we gained
insight into some tragically difficult lives in a country of contrasts, of significant wealth
alongside inequality and injustice, particularly for women. Nevertheless, their faith and hope
shone through, leaving us humbled and maybe rather ashamed when we are sometimes
dissatisfied with our safe, comfortable lives, and, as always, inspired by the knowledge that
this same service, in many languages, is being used all round the world, hour by hour, on the
same day.
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We prepared daffodils which were given out by children at an engaging Mothering Sunday
service, where we also enjoyed seeing them enact the story of the Good Samaritan (complete
with Henry as a donkey and John as a fearsome robber!) Christine, our branch leader, has
prepared a selection of prayers for every occasion. Attractively presented, these can be seen
in Church by the Lady altar and the MU banner. Everyone is invited to find a quiet moment to
look at and use them, and is welcome to take away any that they find helpful.

Our next meetings will be 6th May when Paul Morris, husband of our diocesan leader Karen,
will explain MU outreach among the homeless in Coventry. On 3rd June we will learn about
the community of the cross of nails. As ever, guests are very welcome; we meet in the Tom
Hauley room starting with communion at 2pm.

"~ LADBROKE NEWS & DIARY

Fri 3 GOOD FRIDAY
Tenebrae Service of Light and Shadows, 6.30pm

Family Communion, 10.30am followed by refreshments
Tue 7 Photography Club, 7.30pm, Village Hall

Holy Communion, 9.00am
Tue 14 Table Tennis, 7.30pm, Village Hall

Holy Communion (BCP), 9.00am

Mon 20 ARTICLES FOR NEXT ISSUE TO: HARBURY PHARMACY, HIGH ST OR EMAIL TO
ARTICLES@HLNEWS.CO.UK BY 5.30PM

ADVERTS FOR THE NEXT ISSUE TO 36 MANOR ORCHARD, HARBURY OR EMAIL
ADVERTISING@HLNEWS.CO.UK

Tue 21 Table Tennis, 7.30pm, Village Hall

Holy Communion, 9.00am
Tue 28 Table Tennis, 7.30pm, Village Hall

Family Communion, 10.30am followed by refreshments
Tue 5 Photography Club, 7.30pm, Village Hall
Wed 6 Heritage & Friendship Group, 10.30am - noon, The Old School
Thu 7 WI, 7.30pm, Village Hall
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LADBROKE CHURCH NEWS
Peter RO

www.ladbrokechurch.org.uk

March saw a few changes to our normal service schedule. On the second Sunday we had an
Evensong instead of our normal 9.00am service. The following week was Mothering Sunday
so we had a special Family Service, and the fifth Sunday would normally have been a said
service but as it was Palm Sunday our organist Kate forewent her normal “day off” and came
and played for us especially — thank you Kate.

The changes all seemed to go down well and it was great to see over 30 people at the
Mothering Sunday service. This was organised by Jackie and Sue Wright with lots of different
people participating. A special thank you to Bryce for playing the piano and to Rosemary
Allington for again providing the posies, which were distributed by some of the younger
members of the congregation.

Also during the month we have held two Lent lunches, with funds raised for Myton Hospice.

L 1 ~

{55

By the time this edition is published, we will be celebrating Easter. Our 2026 Easter trail for
the young and young at heart takes the form of a scavenger hunt, looking out for different
things in nature which remind us of the first Easter. Leaflets with the instructions will be in
the church porch until 12th April.

Looking ahead, we will be holding our Annual Church Meeting after the Service on Sunday
26th April. Remember you need to be on the Church’s Electoral Roll in order to be able to
vote. If you are already on the Roll you do not need to do anything but if you wish to join
please have a word with our Electoral Roll Officer, Janet Moore, or one of the Churchwardens.

Friday 3rd April 6.30pm  Good Friday Tenebrae Service
Sunday 5th April 10.30am  Easter Day Family Communion
Sunday 12th April ~ 9.00am Holy Communion

Sunday 19th April ~ 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
Sunday 26th April  9.00am  Holy Communion

Sunday 3rd May 10.30am  Family Service

April 2026 11



theW LADBROKE & DEPPERS BRIDGE WI

INSPIRING WoMEN 71 rol Lane

As we came into Ladbroke Village Hall on Thursday 5th March, there was a sense of occasion
as long tables along the side of the room were festooned with brightly coloured Indian
outfits embellished with sparkles and gold trimmings. Draped over a chair was a magnificent
red skirt heavily embroidered in gold with its red bodice and ghoonghat, the long scarf
which is thrown around the shoulders and head.

Each one of us was adorned with a sparkling bindi on our foreheads and our president Sue
was wearing a satiny kameez (tunic) and salwar (trousers) in a dark green.

Sue had worn this at the wedding of her brother and Heena, who was telling us about Indian
clothes and customs that evening. Heena whose family are from Gujarat, was actually born
and brought up in South Africa. She came to England when she was nearly qualified as a
doctor. She continued and became a consultant in psychiatry at the age of 32.

She continued to work, married Sue’s brother at a ceremony in South Africa and had two
boys.

She and her friend, Kindy, then showed us the garments they had brought and explained the
occasions each one was suitable for. Using Alison and Heather as models, Heena and Kindy
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demonstrated how the sari is put on and how it differs for different Indian districts. The
elaborate style and colours allowed the use of wonderful gold and sparkly jewellery. This led
us to the ensemble Heena wore for their wedding in England, which was, of course, the red
skirt, bodice and scarf. She wore a beautiful heavy and ornate necklace and a pendant style
headpiece which hung over her forehead. Their wedding album showed the beauty of the
whole ensemble. Heena and Kindy had brought Indian delicacies for us to eat and it was
altogether a very special evening.

The business meeting which had to follow was a bit of an anticlimax but Sue did show a
beautifully worked book mark which Janet had crafted as our entry to the competition at the
group meeting on 10th June. Here is another reminder that subs (£54) are due but not until
after the end of March. The food and friendship group had enjoyed a very good meal at the
Millstone Hare. It is thought that the Ladbroke matters team are investigating the installation
of a Hearing Loop in the hall which was welcomed for some members with hearing loss.

The next meeting will be on Thursday 2nd April when Anne Harrison will be giving a talk
entitled ‘Call me Auntie’. The meeting starts at 7.30 and all are welcome.

LADBROKE MATTERS
David Wright

Our website www.ladbrokevillagehall.org.uk contains photos of the interior and exterior
of our village hall and general information. Please use the contact form on the website to get
in touch with us for any reason.

If you remember the 1970’s (or even if you are too young) we are planning a 1970’s evening
in the village hall on Friday 26th June. This promises to be an evening of fun, memories,
food, and especially music and dancing. We will even throw in a nostalgia quiz and stories
behind some of the songs we play. Food will be served from 7pm and there will be a bar.

Tickets at £15 each can be bought by emailing our dedicated booking line:
ladbrokesummerbreeze@gmail.com. Every ticket bought entitles you to request one
seventies song for the evening. Please mention your song requests in your email.

An induction loop has now been installed in the village hall to assist those with hearing
difficulties.

Phase two of the upgrade to the play area will commence soon. This will involve replacing
the trim trail and the large swings, both of which are suffering from rotting timber. We have
now chosen a bidder from the tenders received.

We are looking forward to holding more fundraising events this year. Possibilities are a race
night; a celidh evening; and a murder mystery evening. Let us know through our website if
you have any other ideas, or which of our events you especially enjoy.

Our hall has a small kitchen, and a stage area with sound and lighting. We can accommodate
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up to eighty people, so to book your special celebration, or if you wish to hold regular classes
or meetings, telephone Debs on 07779 225105 or contact her through the village hall website
which has more details about our facilities including booking terms and conditions.

Our summer booking rates are £15 per hour, or £12 for Ladbroke residents - applicable from
April to September inclusive. Non-residents may be asked to pay a deposit on booking.

The Village Hall and Millennium Green are separate registered charities whose admin and
finance are overseen by a group of trustees. However, because the upkeep of the village hall
and Millennium Green is the responsibility of all who live in Ladbroke we have a larger
Ladbroke Matters team which takes care of maintenance and organises fundraising events.
We also have a dedicated team of volunteers who bake and supply tasty food for some of our
events.

The more you support us with your skills, time, and/or money, the more we can continue to
maintain these facilities for the benefit of us all. We are always on the lookout for new team
members, so if you would like to join us get in touch via our website, or have a word with one
of our team.

£50  Avril Court £25 GandT Varriale

£50 Debs and Seth Brown £10  Joley Malby

£25 Kevin and Kate Pickin £10  Colin and Kay Constable
£25 Geoff Lane £10  Pam Collins

Margaret Bosworth

LADBROKE PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
NLaV% Lewls

We held our AGM at our March meeting, at which we said goodbye and thank you to our
Chairman Richard Bedwell and wish him well as he has moved out of the area. We thank Mike
Jaye for stepping up into this role. Our other Committee members are Jackie West who is
Treasurer, and Nicky Lewis, Secretary and Communications. We also thank David Hannan for
running our competitions and keeping score! On that theme, we presented our Photographer
of the Year Trophy to Steve Gale, with Tony Mancell 2nd and Graham Gee 3rd.

We have had a successful and enjoyable year, with
meetings well attended, and enthusiastic participation
in both phototopics and competitions. Our Club
outings to both Chesterton Windmill and Chedham’s
Yard in Wellesbourne (where we were pleased to
photograph blacksmiths and wheelwrights in action)
were highlights, and both good fun. Some of us went
over to Kineton for an excellent talk by Colin Hayes who
flew a small plane to Russia.

We had two very sociable evenings, one in the summer
in Nicky and Gray’s garden which included our ‘Where
in the World" competition, and then our club meal in
January at the Great Western.
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RECTORY FARM COTTAGE, HARBURY ROAD, LADBROKE, CV47 2DF

raarl 3
4 XY

Contact Terry
| 07506535419
' sealroofing@outlook.com
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Auction Sales éd\
Valuations

Valuation, collection and auction
service of individual items
through to complete property
and commercial clearances.

Call for a free no obligation quote or

email info@leauction.co.uk

SALE ENTRIES NOW INVITED

www.leauction.co.uk

LOCKE & ENGLAND

P 4 AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS

01926 18 Guy Street,

- Qver 33 years' experience

&FEEH

Chameleo

&
\ “-—-_—;,! \“.‘..."
AMERIIVED ClIDV/EVC
al®] 1105 R SURY Y S
i x., /K .,'*_.

If you need honest and pragmatic advice, but
also appreciate a friendly face and heaps of
enthusiasm, then Karena is the lady to go to for
all your surveying solutions.

+ RICS Chartered Surveyor

+ RICS Registered Valuer

=« RICS Level 2 & 3 Property Surveys
- Short Property Reports

« Party Wall Awards

+ Valuations for Help to Buy, Shared

Ownership & Probate o
(@rics

Please contact Karena for more information.
01926 612121/07752 134874

admin@greenchameleon.net

Leamington Spa,
889100 CV32 4RT

www.greenchameleon.net

Frank
Mann

Formers

= Commercial & domestic mowing
= Fencing = Landscaping & more
‘Attention to detail”

Michael Mann or Emma Mann
Tel: 07759863269 / 07931491417
michael.mann1@btinternet.com

www.frankmannfarmers.co.uk

16 April 2026



AT . - \ ;.
Our regular meetings have included topics such as ‘In the Moment’, ‘Winter’ and a workshop
on ‘Spectrums on Water’ thanks to Mike Todman. Our current day photos matching old
postcards of Ladbroke were on display in our telephone box. Gray Lewis also gave a very
interesting talk on his Adventures along the Karakoram Highway, which was enjoyed by club
members and visitors alike.

The photos in this article are by Steve Gale, Nigel Reece and Jim Ward on the theme of Winter.

We are a small, friendly club with a varied annual programme; competitions, phototopics,
outings and social events. Do come along if you are interested in photography or contact me
for information nicolalewis1958@gmail.com.

LADBROKE & CHESTERTON GENERAL NEWS

LADBR@KE ) (1 clele wWest §Cn rol Lawne
HERITAGE

By the time you read this the Heritage and Friendship group, which meets on the first
Wednesday of the month will have held two more meetings since the last update.

In March we shared our school memories. We heard that in a small village primary school
there were just two classes in one room, separated by a sheet, and pupils advanced to the
senior group based on competence rather than age. There were tales from several people of
uniform checks, some including having to turn round so hair length could be assessed or
raising trouser legs for sock inspection!

There were a number of sad memories such as being an evacuee and disliked by the local
children or of the class bully taking his crayons and stomping on them. Corporal punishment
had made a long lasting impression, not so much for being the recipient as for the sheer
brutality of whacking children with a cane or slipper. Mind you one young boy (now well into
his 90s) would have deserved a severe reprimand for smearing cow pat from the school field
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onto his peers! There were also happy memories such as being the right paw of the
dragon in a school play and taking rosehips, picked in the countryside the preceding
weekend, into school for Delrosa and being paid £3d/lb for them. At this meeting we had a
couple of visitors who showed us their collection of historic Ladbroke postcards which were
most interesting, especially one looking at the church across the field. This suggested there
was an avenue of trees lining the path which would have been taken by those coming to
church from Ladbroke Hall.

If you would like to join us or find out more about the Heritage and Friendship Group please
give Carol a ring on 814715. You will have missed our April meeting as that’s before this
edition is distributed but we are looking forward to hearing each other’s tales of weddings.
No doubt there will be photos too and we'll be able to see how fashions have changed.

Speaking of changes, the phonebox exhibition has changed. It now shows pictures on the
topic Mothers and Others created by local and visiting children. They were displayed in
Church on Mothering Sunday before arriving at the “Ladbroke Art Gallery” and will be there
for a couple of months. There is still space for a few more if your children/grandchildren
would like to see their art on display, just leave in church and | will laminate them and add to
the windows.

‘elebratiy,
) "\ Over the next few months we will be looking back to events in the village 150
years ago, through the eyes of Charlotte Errington, the Rector’s wife. Here is the

first instalment.
LADBR®KE
HERITAGE /A Church in need of renovation

e 22 s August 1876 and my husband, the Reverend John Errington, and | are
taking a well earned rest after a busy four years since we moved from our previous parish in
Ashbourne to Ladbroke. | have been and still am very happy in the large rectory standing
next to the church. It is smaller than Shuckborough Hall where I, Charlotte, was born and
grew up, but a fine building. John and | have been married for 16 years now and we moved
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to Ladbroke four years ago with our children Frederick, Eliza, Wilfred,
Walter and Arthur whose ages ranged between twelve and two years

John took over from Frederick Vincent who had resigned and {575
moved to Sussex, in 1872. The parish of Ladbroke is in the \{hi=

patronage of my father, Francis Shuckborough and he awarded %@
the living to my husband John.

The brightest thing in Ladbroke church then was the handsome and : \
beautifully inscribed brass lectern given to John from the clergy of \
the Deanery we had left.

When we came the church was in a bad state of repair: The bells were «-.Ls.d__. u; %,\y
cracked and their mounts in such a bad condition they could not be ?
rung. So, within a year of us arriving in Ladbroke, John organised for th ¥ |
four bells to be re-cast at Taylors Bell foundry in Loughborough and for a
new fifth bell to be added. However, the bells were just the start, there L»“f
were many more things in a terrible state: the porch through which s0 T
many generations of Ladbroke villagers have passed was almost beyond repair as the
buttresses at the front of it had given way and the arch had dropped. The lead was missing
from the roof of the South aisle and the building smelled of damp and dry rot. For some
reason the floor had been raised which covered the bases of the columns and a window in
the chancel had been bricked up for a memorial plaque. It was said the great East window
was ‘disfigured by some of the worst glass painting of 1821 and the pews and benches were
unsightly.

The architect who is the most renowned for restoring churches is
George Gilbert Scott and | didn’t think for one moment that he
would even answer John's letter. Therefore it was such an
exciting day when he accepted the invitation.

Heis known to be aworkaholicand his principles for ‘preserving
as much as possible and renewing as little as possible’ exactly 1}
meet with the needs for our church. Not only were we gaining
his expertise but he was able to recommend the best firms to i
carry out the work. John organised tenders for the main ~
contractor. The lowest by far was from Mr Watson from Napton, |
so he was awarded the contract for the non-specialist work, and |
we decided to use Sir Gilbert Scott’s preferred suppliers and ‘D '
specialists for the rest. The floor tiles, provided by W Godwin of |
Lugwardine, are the same tiles as in Hereford Cathedral.
Hardmans from Birmingham carried out the work on the new
stained glass and an organ was provided by Hill and Sons which made the organs in Eton
College and Westminster Abbey. Sir Gilbert Scott recommended lots of carving on the pulpit,
altar rail, pews, the casing of the organ and the tracery on the upper part of the oak screen
which divides the vestry from the church. He was very particular that the carving of the
organ case be carried out by Messrs Farmer and Brindley of London rather than the organ
manufacturers.

We are lucky to have wonderful support from the families who own property in Ladbroke -
primarily Charles Palmer-Morewood who had inherited the manor of Ladbroke at just about
the same time that we came to Ladbroke. He and his new young wife, Patience mainly live in
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Alfreton, Derbyshire where he owns coal mines but he pays close attention to all that is going
on in Ladbroke and is particularly interested in churches. His wife, who is the daughter of the
Bishop of Wells, told me they met when he was studying there to become a clergyman,
however the early death of Mr Palmer-Morewood'’s father meant he would have to devote
the majority of his time to managing his estates and mines so he relinquished his ambition to
be in Holy Orders.

Mr Palmer-Morewood gave generously and there were very many other donations towards
the cost of this huge restoration including from the Alibone Charity. However the donation
which touched me the most is £3 given by the servants at Ladbroke Hall.

These changes were happening mainly between 1874 and today but before | tell you about
the reopening of the church | want to tell you about the education of the children in the
village.

To be continued next month

Do put this date in your diary now - our afternoon concert by organist Hannes Ludwig, other
musicians and a choir from Germany will be a real treat.

Stephanie Alnslie

Spring has arrived in Chesterton, bringing with it the welcome sights and sounds of new life
across the countryside. The first spring lambs have begun to appear in the fields, delighting
walkers and residents alike as they bound about beside their mothers in the fresh pastures.
With longer days, warmer sunshine, and blossoms beginning to bloom, this tranquil village
is once again full of new life, seasonal charm and rural beauty.

As part of the celebrations of the season, residents and visitors are warmly invited to the
annual Lambing Event at Lodge Farm, Chesterton (CV33 9LG) on Easter Monday, 6th
April, from 1.00 to 4.00pm. This family-friendly afternoon offers a wonderful opportunity
to meet the new-born lambs up close, see new-born calves, and enjoy the cheerful presence
of Easter chicks on a working farm. % - : .

Visitors can also relax with a selection of delicious
homemade cakes and refreshments. Entry is free,
though visitors are kindly asked to bring cash for §
refreshments. There will be plenty of car parking
available, making it easy for families and friends to come
along and enjoy the afternoon, but no doggies please as
it frightens the new mums.

The Lambing Event promises to be a joyful celebration of |
spring and community spirit - an ideal way to spend
Easter Monday surrounded by animals, countryside, and
good company. ¢ 5

Any queries please contact Lyn, 07759 454195.

Lara Lamb and her twin was born on 21st March!
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Ed’s Music Tuition

« Do you want to learn keyboards, guitar or ukulele
with a qualified teacher with a passion for music?

» Lessons available for all ages.

* Learning an instrument is rewarding and great fun,
and I can help you on your way.

+ Fully DBS checked.

« Comperitive rates and flexible timetable with
lessons tailoved to your own individual learning
style and needs.

« Tuition in playing, reading music, performance and
theory.

« Give me a call 1o discuss your musical future!

X
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All types of fencing and gates

-

Tree felling and reduction
Hedge laying and trimming
Patios

Seasoned logs available

€all Adrian Dollar on
01926 817077 or
07914 623989

Qualified and Insured

Where Style Meets Sustainability

Thinking about transforming your home in
20267 You've just found the people who love
the details as much as you do.

=
?

GREENSPACE

I[NNI ERRNIROSRES

WHAT WE DO BEST Finduson f

Kitchen Design & Fitting o
Bathroom Installations

Bespoke Wardrobes & Storage
Understairs Solutions & Boot Rooms

&

Carpentry, Flooring & Internal Doors ‘ #

www.greenspace-interiorQ~

TEL: 01926 930 698 | MOB: 07933 652476

Full Internal Refurbishments
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Modern Homes

for everything inside your home

As a family business in our 56" year of
trading we are proud of our exceptional
levels of customer care and quality of
service.

Let our award winning team manage the
planning, design and installation of your
new kitchen, bathroom and bedroom.

We will guide you at every stage from
concept to completion, ensuring a stress
free experience that delivers the room of
your dreams.

We have a fantastic team of quality
tradesmen from bathroom and kitchen
fitters to plasterers, plumbers, builders,
carpenters, tilers, decorators and many
more. Whatever your project involves we
can provide the help you need.

With a wide range of products from
market leading British suppliers, quality
and value for money is guaranteed.

No matter what your style and taste we
can come up with a design perfect for you.

whict?) | Kbsa | Ess,
T’  APPROVED

Find us on Facebook and Twitter

www.modernhomesleamington.co.uk

info@modernhomesleamington.co.uk
37 Longfield Road, Leamington Spa, CV31 1XB
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HARBURY PARISH COUNCIL

ohn Holden — H5L News Correspondent

Official minutes can be viewed on the Parish Council website
www.harbury-pc.gov.uk or obtained from the Parish Clerk, Tel: 01926 614646

In contrast to the meeting last month, there was a sizable turnout by villagers to raise concerns
over the outline planning application for 150 houses on land east of Butt Lane. Many of the
concerns raised were over the proposed development being beyond the village boundary as
defined in the Village Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP). The scale of the development
and the unsustainable effect it would have on Harbury. One resident had concerns over this
application if approved, would be the first of many in the field to the south of Station Road. In
time through incremental planning applications, housing could run from Butt Lane all the
way to opposite the Great Western Pub and stretching down towards Bishops Itchington. It
was queried whether the NDP which was last revised in 2020 could be updated?

PC Chairman, Tim Lockley agreed with the concerns of villagers over the proposed
development. He reminded the meeting the PC was not the planning authority but as they
were objecting to this application, it would have to go the District Council Planning
Committee for determination. At this meeting there would be the opportunity for the PC
and members of the public to address the planning committee. Regarding updating the
NDP, this would require a lengthy consultation and would not be a quick process. At the time
of preparing the plan, Harbury had metits housing target and consequently the development
boundary had been drawn tight around the village.

District Councillor Ostrander then addressed the meeting. As part of the push by the
Government to build 1.5 million homes during this Parliament, the District Council’s target
for providing new housing approvals had effectively been doubled. A recent planning
inspector’s decision had put pressure on the Council to grant housing planning applications
in order to achieve its target. Currently the District Council still had to approve 2280 new
houses, then the pressure would be off as regards meeting the target. So she felt that time
could be on Harbury'’s side if the application took a long time to be processed. Warwickshire
CC had submitted an objection based on mineral rights and this in itself could delay the
application. Councillor Ostrander also said that although many communities in the district
had a NDP, in a number of cases this had not protected the community from having planning
applications approved.

— Application for a grant from the Harbury and Ladbroke News to meet
the printing costs of the 2026 - 28 Village Directory was approved. Also a grant from the
Heritage Centre to meet the costs of printing a war memorial book was approved.

- The Village Hall Committee Chairman advised of concerns relating
to a lease that the County Council had sent to the Committee in connection with the EV
charging points in the car park. Whilst the car park was not the responsibility of the Village
Hall, the lease was requiring the installation of solar panels on the Village Hall extension roof.
Whilst this may have been discussed five years ago when the project was first proposed.
Since then there had been signs of movement in the walls of the extension. Although these
had stabilised, the additional weight of the solar panels could well be too much for the
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extension to take. The PC noted the issue but it was for the Village Hall Committee to take up
with the County Council.

Following on from this, Paul Quinney speaking on behalf of Harbury Future Energy noted
that leases had recently been sent to both the Village Hall and the Parish Council and it was
likely that if both organisations did not sign the leases then the County Council would be
unlikely to issue tenders for the installation for the charging equipment.

Councillor Ostrander in her report advised that the Council was looking at the policy for
private management companies who look after some new housing estates. They maintain
the common areas and other general maintenance and the District Council has no
responsibility for them. There was also a consultation underway of a new local enforcement
plan (for planning). Then lastly a draft social housing allocations policy is also open for
consultation.

County Councillor Kettle began by saying that Harbury was not alone from having large
housing planning applications submitted. Bishops and long ltchington were both having
applications made. Regarding the 2026/27 WCC budget, after some bartering the budget
had been set £703m. Although for some there was concern at the amount of reserves that
were being taken to obtain a balanced budget. He pointed out that new housing estates
which are maintained by Private Management Companies do not have any gritting service
provided by WCC. Lastly the wet and at times freezing weather had resulted in a large number
of potholes appearing. The Council had a backlog with repairs and only had a £17m highways
budget.

- The PC decided to revise their previous response to their objection to the land
east of Butt Lane application. They would include a statement about Harbury’s population
and proposed additional houses in relation to the Districts population and housing targets.
Also refer to Southam sewage treatment works being at capacity.

— The repairs to the Hall Lane allotment wall should commence May/June time.
However the contractor was looking to retender for the work. The quote from Severn Trent
to provide a water supply to the allotments was in the region of £7k. Councillors would see if
there were other solutions to providing water for the allotment holders.

The annual inspection of the playground equipment had identified three minor issues.
However it was thought that the equipment could do with repainting.

- Agreement had been reached for the stiles to be replaced with gates on land
belonging to Pineham Farm. WCC wanted £500 to pay for a feasibility study to look at the Ivy
Lane/South Parade junction. It was agreed to pay for this and see what it recommends.

The Council had only recently received the draft lease issued by WCC for the EV charging
station at the Village Hall car park. They needed to review it and if necessary seek legal
advice.

With regards to the reorganisation of Local government in the County, the PCC favoured the
two unitary councils proposal.

- Thursday 26th March at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Tim Lockley (Chairman), Julie Balch (Vice-Chair), Samantha Allen, Kate Gard, Michael Goodman,
Alan Knowles, Ed Mulley, Robert Stockdale, Ashley Sylvester, Keith Thompson.
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HARBURY SOCIETY

.%' David Turner

Key objects from the hoard

Steve Dean spoke to the Harbury Society on Tuesday 17th February about the Staffordshire
Hoard.

Steve is the senior archaeologist at the Environment Agency but when the hoard was
discovered in 2009 he was the county archaeologist for Staffordshire.

It all started in June 2009 when detectorist Terry Herbert was searching in a field close to the
A5 (Watling Street) and he began to find items which he thought was part of an Anglo-Saxon
hoard. Terry had a written agreement with the farmer, Fred Johnson, to search the field and
share any proceedings on a 50-50 basis. Terry delayed contacting Duncan Slarke, Finds
Liaison Officer of the Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS), for five days. As Terry was supposed
to be following the guidance provided by English Heritage he should have done this
immediately, but at least he did contact them.

When Steve heard about the find he wondered what it amounted to - was it some isolated
items or an important archaeological site? To answer this question he visited the site with
Terry and his boss from the council. Just by walking in the field Steve found an item which
might have come from a horse’s harness and together they found another 186 items.

When the hoard was buried in the 6th or 7th centuries Staffordshire didn’t exist, it was a 10th
century construct. At the time it was part of the kingdom of Mercia, one of seven kingdoms
in England known as the Heptarchy. The hoard was found about 10 metres away from the
Watling Street - one of the Roman roads that survived at the end of Roman rule. Also, nearby
were three major settlements; Tamworth, Catholme and Lichfield, but the area where the
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hoard was found is known today as Cannock Chase. However, it is described in the Domesday
Book as wasteland.

A security issue arose because of the close proximity of the A5. They felt an archaeological
dig would easily attract attention with so much traffic going by each day. Initially the
archaeologists tried to put out a story that it was a Romano-British excavation, but it fooled
no one because people started to askabout gold, so 24-hour security had to be implemented.

The items they were finding showed very little damage caused by ploughing and generally
any damage seems to be contemporary to the items. The soil is very shallow as ploughing
during the past 200 or so years has reduced it and, over time, eroded away the deep pit that
the hoard would originally have been buried in. The archaeologists think they know how the
hoard came to light. Around 2008/9 Fred Johnson must have ploughed straight through it,
destroying the feature that contained it and dragging the artifacts with it.

Further excavations of the field didn’t reveal very much; a Neolithic flake and an Anglo-Saxon
saddle fitting — nothing thought to be related to the hoard.

When the finds were transported to the
British Museum for review and
assessment by the Treasure Valuation
Committee, a 60 foot table was not
large enough to display all the material.
An additional 10 foot table was required
and had to be located in another room.

The Treasure Valuation Committee
valued the collection at £3.285 million
and, to save it for the nation, £1.5
million had to be raised. This was
achieved with time to spare and the
balance was made up by the National
Heritage Fund.

Steve with a reconstruction of a sword

Steve said he believes the find represents the largest
single amount of buried treasure in north west Europe. It
comprises a total of 3940 objects with 5.094 kg of gold
and 1.442 kg of silver.

Over 50% of the hoard is war gear; there were 97 sword
pommels, 354 sword hilt fittings and 9 sword pyramids.
No blades were found - they were too valuable and
would have been passed on, no axes were in the collection
either. Holes for rivets show how easy it would be to
dismantle the sword hilt fittings from the weapon itself.
They have managed to ascertain that there are three
complete sword sets, though all without blades.

No coins were found in the collection either, which makes
precise dating extremely difficult.

Evidence of how skilled the medieval craftsmen were is
shown by the fact that 60% of the hoard seems to have
been surface enriched, whereby the top layer is chemically
etched away revealing the purer gold layers beneath.
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A much-loved and carefully managed place of peaceand 01295 688488

natural beauty where loved ones can be laid to rest in
growing native woodland and wildflower meadows.
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4 W. Goodwin & Sons

Funeral Directors

% 38 Coventry Street, Southam
Cv47 QEP
Telephone: 01926 812445
Private Chapels of Rest
Monument Service provided

JLocke & Son

Independent Family Funeral Directors — Est 1853

Generations of Care

As a family owned business serving our local area, we take
great pride in offering a dedicated and compassionate service.

For more information about our services, to view our
funeral announcements and online donations, please visit

www.rlockeandson.co.uk

Traditional / Simple services - Direct Cremation
Natural burial - Pre-paid funeral plans

No 6 The Precinct, Wellesbourne, CV35 9NL
t. 01789 840744

Offices also at Brailes, Kineton & Shipston
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GOLDEN CHARTER
FUNERAL PLANS ~f
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TOM RODGERS

Free No

Tree Services | Obligation

Quote

Professional T

Established 2003
Member Arboricultural Association
HEWEEN K iniE) Fully Qualified & Insured

Mobile ©07958 794180  Office - 01926,710383'  Email
: WwWw.tomrodgers.co.uk !

BUILDERS

KITCHENS - BATHROOMS - WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES

EXTENSIONS - ALTERATIONS - RENOVATIONS

GREY GABLES, 46 BANBURY ROAD, SOUTHAM CV47 1HJ
& Southam 01926 817744 Mobile: 07885 495384

Email: tmgrey@tiscali.co.uk

HARBURY
PARISH COUNCIL

Unit 2, Bull Ring Business Centre
Church Terrace, Harbury CV33 9HL

ADVERTISING IN THE
HARBURY & LADBROKE NEWS
EMAIL: ADVERTISING@HLNEWS.CO.UK

Tel: 614646
Website: www.harbury-pc.gov.uk Va FULL
y-pc.g pace |5PAGE | oocp
Open: Monday - Thursday
10.00am 12.00pm 1 MONTH | £13.75 | £25.00 £45.00
CHAIRMAN: 3 MONTHS | £37.00 | £65.00 | £119.00
Tim Lockley
Email: chair@harbury-pc.gov.uk 6 MONTHS | £67.00 | £120.00 | £218.00
CLERK: Moras | £124.00 | £218.00 | £406.00
Alison Biddle
Email: clerk@harbury-pc.gov.uk Adverts with payment to:
; . ; Sue Dronfield,
Parish Council meetlr'zgs are 36 Manor Orchard, Harbury
open to the public.

See Diary for deadline dates

X Cheques payable to ‘Harbury & Ladbroke News’
contact the Parish Clerk or BACS details upon request

To speak on any issue, please

28

April 2026




The remains of a helmet was amongst the items found, which included a pair of cheek pieces.
Its construction was iron clad decorated with silver sheet panels stamped with designs of
warriors and animals. Steve suggested that the designs of these panels may have been battle
magic warning the enemy that ‘if you attack me you’ll be sent on a long journey’. The helmet
would have been decorated by a plume of horse hair or feathers set into a crest channel
which ran along the top the end of which is terminated with a horse’s head. Anyone wearing
this helmet would be attracting attention — inviting the enemy to attack you, so you could kill
as many of them as possible and also it would inform your men of your location.

Animal imagery features frequently in the hoard; wolves, boars, Byzantine lions (with long
necks which shows they weren’t familiar animals to the craftsmen).

The craftsmen would mark the item they were going to decorate with ‘laying out marks’ as a
guide for the beaded wires that were then soldered into position and infilled with garnets.

What isn't known is where the Anglo-Saxons acquired the garnets which they used for
decorating the items. Laboratory testing determined that the large garnets came from India
and the smaller garnets from the Czech Republic. Whether there were trading centres where
they could acquire these jewels or whether they were of Roman origin is not known (the
Roman civilisation was relatively recent at that time).

We next saw a pectoral cross with a large garnet set into gold. It is decorated with small balls
of gold, which Steve said are about the size of a third of a grain of rice. It is a high status object
and would have been owned by someone like a bishop; St Cuthbert had a similar one. The
workmanship is astonishing and he felt that the craftsmen must have had lenses of some
sort, but none have been found.

Shown next were items from a folded cross which, apparently, had been damaged in the
past and had been folded at the time to keep all the items together. When found it had been
encased in soil and Terry, the detectorist, had unfolded the cross, removed items and washed
them in a gents’ toilet. Consequently, what was lost was everything within the ball of soil - all
of the textiles, the micro-climate that would have formed within the soil, every minor piece
of gem. We were warned that if we ever find a piece of medieval jewellery, to keep it together
with the soil you find it in.

An ecclesiastical item was shown next, which Steve said was the earliest religious text on
metal yet found. It was thought to have been part of a cross but it has been so badly damaged
it is impossible to know for sure.

The next item was initially a bit of a mystery but someone from Birmingham Museum recalled
seeing an illustration of the prophet Ezra wearing something similar on his head in an 8th
century Northumbrian bible called the Codex Amiatinus. If so, it may be a unique example of
a type of head ornament worn by a priest or even a bishop.

Steve then referred to Penda, a 7th century king of Mercia who reigned for about 30 years, a
long time by the standards of the day. His reign coincides with a period of conflict with East
Anglia and Northumbria. He maintained loyalty from his men by rewarding them and is seen
as a gift giver. The hoard could well tie in with the reign of Penda as there are items of
Northumbrian and East Anglian origin, not large enough to be royal treasure but which
possibly belonged to a veteran thane.

We were asked if we'd heard about angst hoards — where someone buries possessions in
times of crisis to prevent them being lost or stolen. Steve feels that the Staffordshire Hoard
falls into this category in that the items within it are trophies from campaigns.
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There was a battle fought near Lichfield in 655, so was this treasure buried in angst by
someone from that town? We shall never know.

After numerous questions Chair Ed thanked Steve for a wonderful talk and he was warmly
applauded.

Tuesday 21st April - Butterfly Conservation. A presentation by Mike Slater, Chair of Butterfly
Conservation, Warwickshire branch.

Thursday 21st May - A visit to the UK Vegetable Genebank, Wellesbourne.
Saturday 13th June - Harbury Carnival.

Thursday 2nd July - A visit to Warwickshire Lavender Farm, Bubbenhall.
Tuesday 18th August - Visit to the Court Barn Museum, Chipping Campden.

All talks are held in the Tom Hauley Room. Doors open 7.30pm with the presentation starting
at 7.45pm. Free to Harbury Society members — guests £3 (pay at the door - subject to
availability).

If you would like further information about the Harbury Society or would like to become a
member, please contact Sue Turner, Secretary, on 07917 055920, email sue@turners.co.uk or
visit the website www.harburysociety.org

'[hew HARBURY Wi
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At the end of February, 13 members enjoyed lunch at the White Hart in Ufton.

Many thanks to all who supported our Soup and Pud lunch in the Tom Hauley Room on 7th
March. This proved to be a very enjoyable social occasion and we raised £344.25 for the
Esther project. This means we have raised a total of £833 for the project. Our next fund
raising event is a Cream Tea and Whist Drive in the Library on Thursday 16th April from 2.30
to 4pm.

At our meeting on 12th March we welcomed
Dr Alison Foster who really opened our eyes
about the chemistry of plants. Alison grew up |
in Kent and having obtained a degree in
chemistry, worked in the pharmaceutical
industry. But gardening was her love and
having achieved some more qualifications, she
trained and worked at the Botanical Gardensin §
Birmingham and Oxford. She decided to do K5
freelance work 11 years ago - this includes
lecturing at the University of Kent and working
for a plant Heritage Charity who are going to |
have a garden at the Chelsea flower show in
the summer. She showed us beautiful pictures as she talked about the life cycle of plants.
Humans benefitfrom the colour, perfume, taste and medical properties of plants and flowers.
This was a really interesting talk.
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We held our last cinema of the season on 21st March
which proved to be eventful! The fish and chips are
always put into the ovens to make sure they are hot.
Unfortunately they were wrapped in a different way |
which resulted in a small fire in the main oven. This |
proved to be a good test for the village hall fire alarm
and fire extinguisher — which made a dreadful mess.
Fortunately no one was injured, we were able to
replace the damaged fish and chips and Brooklyn
turned out to be an excellent film. WI members
worked very hard to clean up the mess; our apologies
to the village hall committee.

We hope to start the cinema again on 19th September; a survey of the audience showed that
the majority preferred to have the fish and chips before the film starts. Keep your eyes out
for details in the Harbury and Ladbroke News and village notice boards.

At our meeting on 9th April we shall welcome Analiza Jones who is going to talk about the
Philippines; culturally quirky. Payment for our new subscription year are due on 1st April. We
are alively, friendly group — why not join us. We meet in the Tom Hauley Room on the second
Thursday of the month and have lots of other activities as well.

HARBURY THEATRE GROUP

Beccl Denny, Dlrector

Rehearsals are well underway for Harbury Theatre Group’s May production, and | can already
tell you: this one is going to be something.

We're staging God of Carnage, a razor-sharp dark comedy by the
brilliant Yasmina Reza - winner of both the Olivier and Tony
Awards for Best Play. Two sets of parents. One playground
incident. A very nice living room. What follows is, on paper, a
perfectly civilised meeting between perfectly reasonable adults
—the kind who offer cobbler and choose their words very carefully
indeed. In practice, it is an absolute bloodbath. Fifty minutes later,
the scotch is gone, the tulips have been destroyed, and the veneer
of civilisation is very much in tatters.

We're staging this one a little differently to our usual productions.
No interval - because this play works best as an unrelenting
pressure cooker, and we'’re not giving you an escape route. We're
also performing in the round, with the audience surrounding the action rather than watching
from a distance. It makes for an intimate, visceral experience; you won't just be watching the
civility unravel - you'll feel like you're in the room when it does.

Four utterly fearless performers are bringing this to life: Richard Morris, Kirsty Bolt, Lara
Flatters, and Andrew Hunt. Weeks in, they are already gleefully tearing strips off each other
with the kind of commitment that makes a director very happy indeed.

Please note this production is recommended for audiences aged 16 and over - it features
adult themes, strong language, and at least one incident involving a very expensive art book.
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The show runs Thursday 14th to Saturday 16th May 2026 at Harbury Village Hall.
Running time is approximately 90 minutes with no interval.

Tickets are £12, on sale online: www.fienta.com/o/carnage and at the library from the
beginning of April. A well-stocked bar will be available on the night — given the content, you
may feel you've earned it.

FOLK CLUB
Peter MeDonalol

The theme for the 470th session of Harbury Folk Club on 5th March was ‘Wine and Beer’, two
topics that regularly crop up in folk songs. It was also the content of many carrier bags
brought into the Library to compensate for the lack of a bar.

| started the evening with a Paul Metsers song, “One More Time", which makes a fleeting
reference to wine. Sue & Maureen were up next with “The Leave Taking” (aka “Our Captain
Cried”), followed by “Serving Girls’ Holiday”. Rik was bang on theme with his two songs -
firstly the marvellous “Old Peculiar” and then “The Squire and the Parson”. Pete and Liz also
got to the heart of the matter with “Landlord Fill the Flowing Bowl!” and “Doll Thy Ale”. Pete
Grassby was feeling under the weather but was still in fine voice with “The Landlord’s Jack”
(referring to a large beer jug) and then “High Wire”. Mike & Janine (alias ‘Up the Duff’) gave
us a capstan shanty, “Paddy Lay Back”, followed by “Shotgun Wedding”. To close the first half,
Michael recited a couple of limericks and sang “When a Knight Won His Spurs”, just because
he likes the song.

“Wine and beer, we'll drink without fear” is a memorable line in “The Innocent Hare” so | just
had to sing that Copper Family song to start the second half (noting that this is a hunting
song where, crucially, the quarry escapes). In contrast, | followed that with “Geordie Will
Dance the Jig”, a tender song by Huw Williams. Pete G invited other musicians to join him as
he sang the catchy “Barrack Street” and then everyone sang along when ‘Up the Duff’
performed the shanty, “A Drop of Nelson’s Blood". Pete B returned to the stage to deliver the
Kipper Family’s sensitive romantic tale, “Wild Mounting Time”.

We hadn’t seen Kim for a few months so it was good to welcome her back for three songs:
“Don’t Know Why” by Norah Jones, “Down Where the Drunkards Roll” (not a song about our
Folk Club) and “One More Glass of Wine”". It was left to Keith to close the evening in his own
inimitable fashion with a few gags and two of his own songs: “Let’s Have Another One Before
We Go” and “T-shirt”. | think many of us learnt about T-shirt ‘cannons’ for the first time!

It was another enjoyable evening of high-quality music in front of an appreciative audience.
March being Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, the £85 raised in the charity raffle has been
split 50/50 between Ovarian Cancer Action and Ovacome (a support organisation for
sufferers and their families). As always, my thanks to everyone who helped set up the room
and turn it back into a library at the end.

The next Folk Club will be at 8pm on Thursday 2nd April, in the Village Library, with hosts
Steve, Maureen & Sue and their theme, ‘A Little Bit of What You Fancy'.

The Folk Club website now has a new, easier name so you can find out more about what goes
on at: harburyfolkclub.org.uk
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J)w ﬂ Doug Freeman

Our 14th annual concert was held on Saturday, 14th March 2026, and as in previous years, it
had sold out. For those who have not attended one of our concerts, it is a cabaret-style
evening in a suitably decorated village hall showcasing amazing local musical talent.

The concert featured 33 performers/support crew. Debbie Ellis, our MC, introduced the
splendid variety of acts: Harbury Folk Club Orchestra, Sue Crum, Peter & Liz Bones, Morris
Oxford, The Harvesters, The Daft Dames, Rumble-O, Peter McDonald, and the Harbury Folk
Club Choir.

b

The concert theme of Peace was set last April and is now more appropriate than ever. The
performers interpreted the theme in different ways: some associated it with conflict, others
with peaceful leisure pursuits, or just no connection to the theme.

We were treated to a superb variety of material, delighting the audience with fine singing
and instrumental skills, presented with plenty of humour. As always, some dressed up for the
theme, including French onion sellers, a canoeist, and Peace and Love t-shirts.
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Thank you to all the performers, support and setup crew who put so much effort into the
concert, and our audience for supporting the event. This year’s concert raised £725 for
Harbury Village Hall. Our concerts have raised a total of £10,660 for the Village Hall.

We have already started planning for our 15th Annual concert on Saturday, 13th March 2027,
and tickets will go on sale on Saturday, 9th January 2027. If you would like to be added to our
distribution list, contact me at douglasrfreeman@gmail.com to receive details when the
tickets go on sale.

HARBURY TWINNING ASSOCIATION
Tony Thomas

The New Year got off to a good start with the “Fete des Rois” on the 5th January at the home
of June and David Eaves for which we are most grateful. Quizzes were set by the hosts and
the members made and supplied galettes.

On the 19th March we will be travelling to the Masons Arms at Long Marston for a “Supper
and Skittles” evening.

On the 15th May we will be welcoming our twinning partners for Samois-sur-Seine to
Harbury. Thisis a special biannual event when the Association has an opportunity to entertain
our visitors, renew friendships and make new friends. This visit gives us the opportunity to
show them the best of Harbury and surrounding area.

A weekend of activities has been planned starting with a reception in the Tom Hauley Room
before our visitors move on to the homes of their hosts. In addition to being entertained by
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APRIL AT THE BELL INN, LADBROKE

EASTER WEEKEND ACTIVITIES
Fr.f.r[uy 3rd Aprii to Muuday 6th /‘lpn':'
Enjoy some Easter fun for the little ones with our Easter
Egg Hunt & L‘n]uuring compertition our in the gnrden.
Prizes to be won!

EASTER SUNDAY LUNCH
5" April
Enjoy a fabulous, tradirional Sunday roast wich
all the trimmings

SPRING QUIZ & CHILLI
Monday 20th April | £15pp
Food served at 6:30pm | Quiz starts at 8pm
Get your thinking caps on and round up your team for
another evening of fun, friendly compertition,
and great prizes.
Please contact the team to book your tickers!
Quiz teams max of 6 people.

bellinnd f'r'f-e%'piritpub\;.cn.u}'

01926 §11224

The Bell Inn, Banbury Road,
Ladbroke, Nr Southam,
Warwickshire, CV47 2BY
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HARBURY
PARISH
COUNCIL

Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer (RFO)

Hours: 25-30 hours per week (0.67-0.81FTE), including some evenings
Salary: SCP33to SCP36 (£44,075 - £47,181 paid pro rata)

Holidays: 25 days per year plus statutory and bank holidays (pro-rata)
The council offers membership of the Local Government Pension Scheme

Harbury Parish Council is seeking to appoint an enthusiastic and friendly parish clerk.
Harbury is a large and attractive parish in South Warwickshire, with a population of
¢.3000 people, and has a busy and proactive parish council. The clerk will work with the
ten elected parish councillors and oversee the smooth operation of all council
business. The role is varied and interesting. The clerk is often the public face of the
council, a first port of call for residents who wish to bring matters to the council’s
attention. At the same time the clerk manages all the administration of the council,
including its finances and legal compliance. We are looking for someone with the right
blend of skills, knowledge and experience to take on this challenging but rewarding role.

The role is part-time, and can involve flexible working, but it will entail regular advertised
hours in the parish council office. You will also be required to attend all parish council
meetings, which are held early evening on the 4" Thursday for the month (except August
and December).

The ideal candidate will have a proven record of success and experience working in the
local government sector, but more importantly will demonstrate a real interest in the
village and a dedication to delivering services of the highest quality to residents,
businesses and visitors to Harbury.

To apply for this post, please download the application form, person specification, and
detailed job description from our website www.harbury-pc.gov.uk or

email clerk@harbury-pc.gov.uk to request the recruitment pack. For an informal chat,
please contact the current clerk, Alison Biddle, on 01926 614646 or email as above.

Closing date: Sunday, 26 April 2026
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their hosts there will be a number of group activities where we can all join in; a visit to the
Heritage Room with a walking tour of the village followed by a Garden Lunch, a Safari Supper
and a petanque tournament with a cream tea. The visit will conclude with an evening meal
in the Village Hall with entertainment being provided by the Hereburgh Morris Dancers.

On Monday morning we will say goodbye to our friends wishing them “bon voyage” as they
leave their hosts and return to France.

If you would like to join the Association and be a host family, or just partake in our group
activities, we will be delighted to welcome you.

HARBURY HERITAGE CENTRE

BLLL Tlmson

Occasionally the village is featured in the local or national newspapers, sometimes for a
specific reason and sometimes for no particular reason. In 2014 the village even made it onto
the television when there was a siege at the Gamecock pub in Chapel Street. The invasion of
the navvies in the 1850s to dig the railway cutting, often put Harbury in the newspapers
usually for the wrong reasons!

In the heritage archives we have a number of articles that have been collected or donated
which feature Harbury and its people in newsprint. In 1972 the village had a visit from The
Warwickshire and Worcestershire and Life magazine resulted in a multipage article entitled
Good Humoured Harbury. A phrase that the reporter Gillian Statham heard often when talking
to locals during her visit.

In the December 1980 issue of the same magazine Harbury featured again. This time the
focus was on the buildings in the village captured by artist Gerald Green R.I.B.A. with some
lovely pencil and pen sketches. Accompanied, in the four page article was a short history of
the village.

Avariety of newspaper reports about specific events in Harbury can also be found in amongst
the extensive collection of documents we keep in the Heritage Centre. Do you have any
newspaper cuttings that you would like to donate?

I want to focus now on the full page newspaper article | came across recently dated 18th
December 1955 and appeared in the well known Midlands newspaper The Sunday Mercury.
The reporter Heather Higgins starts with this, "...there just can’t be any more of it! said my
companion in awed tones as we circled
another bend and discovered yet another
undiscovered vista of Harbury, stretching
before us, pleasantly and invitingly".

In Heather’s opening paragraph she
states that, ‘Harbury gives the impression
of a small town masquerading as a
village'. She was further impressed by
the buildings, ‘most of the houses are
stone giving it an unexpected Cotswold
air’. She was further surprised by the
number if inns we had and someone
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had told her that the church once had a spire but was now topped with a square, red bricked
tower. Don't believe all you read!

Heather was charmed by the old stone building next to the church which was the infants
school, the Wagstaffe School House as it is known today. She entered to find lots of festive
activity with the children and teachers preparing for the nativity play which was to be
performed later that day. The Wagstaffe School, originally constructed in 1611, closed when
the new school opened in 1968 and the infants transferred there under the watchful eye of
head teacher Mr Gwen Watts. Although she liked cleanliness and freshness of the new
building she said that, ‘it would have to be there at least a hundred years before it had any soul’.

Heather next visited the Wight School, the senior school in the village at that time, again an
old building due to celebrate its centenary the following year. She decided to take lunch at
the New Inn, now the Gamecock, in Chapel Street. There she met locals Ben Austin and
Tommy Freeman who had plenty to tell her. Ben, aged seventy six at the time, commented
that, ‘people referred to the village as ‘Hungry Harbury’ because the soil is so poor and you
can’t grow anything easily’, he added ‘Harbury’s richness is under the ground in the quarries I've
worked in them all my life’. Surprisingly, the Devil is mentioned in the conversation and so too
is the fact that Harbury has a surplus of widowers and bachelors, ‘don't let her tell them in
Birmingham or we will be invaded by women,’ Ben remarked.

There is a lot more to read in this entertaining article but you will have to visit the Heritage
Centre if you want find out more.

Forty five years on, more publicity for the village. A video capturing everyday life in the
village was made as a millennium project filmed during the latter years of the twentieth
century and completed in time for the new millennium. The driving force behind the ‘Harbury
Chronicles’ project as it was initially called were village residents Celia Barratt, Mary Shelley,
Doug Megeney, Anne Megeney, Bill Middleton and Danny Killian. The idea thought up by
Mary and Anne, was to make a film about a year in the life of Harbury village. Anne insisted
that they wanted to produce a professional video not just a wedding quality one. In June
1997 the project received a boost with the award of Lottery Grant funding of £5000. This was
only the start of the fund raising though, Harbury Parish Council supported the project with
£1000 and Stratford district council and the Shell Better Britain campaign also chipped in;
village fund-raising events pushed the total to £10,500. Award winning producer, Warwick
Partington was approached and agreed to run the project. ‘The Time of our Lives’ was the title
given to finished video. In the words of Anne, ‘in 50 years’ time, the village won't exist as we
know it. We could have become a suburb of Leamington Spa’. How true this could be!

In February Year 6 from the primary school received
help on their curriculum topic ‘Britain at War’ with a
presentation on how Harbury was affected and a tour
around the village to see blue plaques and learn about
the ten servicemen who lost their lives during the WW E
2 conflict.

We are back to our summer opening times this month: §

The first Tuesday in the month 7 to 9pm and the third
Sunday in the month 2 to 4pm.
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April Tuesday 7th and Sunday 19th and May Tuesday 5th and Sunday 17th.

Make a note in your diary and come along and see our new display panels and delve into our
collection of documents and photographs. If there is something specific we can help with let
us know by emailing us at:

You can also visit our website: harburyheritage.org.uk and our Facebook page ‘Harbury
Heritage Centre'.

HARBURY FUTURE ENERGY
7 Bob Sherman.

There has been a long period of stagnation in the electric car charging station project, now
in its 7th year since conception. This has been caused by staff changes and shortages at the
County Council and some legal issues. The project was originally developed at speed by a
team from Harbury e-Wheels, achieving a business ready project with planning consent by
June 2021. As we were unable to raise the capital to install the project we accepted
Warwickshire County Council’s request to use our project for government funding through
the Low Emission Vehicle Infrastructure scheme. With our help the County was successful in
receiving a significant contribution towards the costs with the requirement that any
contractor invest 25% of the overall costs. At this stage we created Harbury Future Energy
Community Interest Company (HFE CIC) to work with the County but the project was from
2023 in their hands.

Since then the project has been delayed by staff shortages, recruitment within the legal
team and then redrafting of the tender documents. We are now on the verge of moving
forward at last. The Parish Council and Harbury Village Hall, both parties with an interest,
have now received copies of the tender documents to approve. Once this is done the County
can go out to tender and appoint a contractor.

Meanwhile the the government Department of Energy Security and Net Zero (DESNZ) has
created a new state owned company, Great British Energy (GBE). GBE is now in the process of
launching the ambitious and innovative Local Power Plan. The Local Power Plan’s vision is
that “By 2030, every community in the UK will have the opportunity to own a local energy
project”. To achieve this, there will be up to £1billion in investment through a combination of
grants, loans, advice, expert help and more. This will be the largest sum ever made available
for community energy by a long way. The Local Power Plan has 4 key aims:

1. Giving power back to communities: supporting community ownership of clean energy
projects allows communities to control their energy future and make use of the benefits
of clean power to shape where they live.

2. Cutting bills and transforming communities: clean energy projects owned by local
government and community energy groups drive down bills whilst generating income for
the people that own them, keeping the money within the community. Local clean energy
projects generate savings and income year after year, meaning that they can become a
long-term engine for local economic growth and community wealth building.

3. Creating local jobs: local authority and community energy projects create good jobs, as
these projectscanbeineverytownandvillageacrossthe country, they create opportunities
for skilled workers everywhere.
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4. Strengthening energy security: local and community energy projects strengthen the
energy system, whilst reducing our exposure to volatile fossil fuel markets.

This presents a massive opportunity that may not come again for some time. The effect of
widespread warfare across the globe is already having a major effect on living costs - not just
of fuel - and this is likely to get worse. It is now more apparent than ever that we must move
away from reliance on imported fossil fuels.

We are very keen that Harbury should benefit from this major government support
and are already exploring opportunities. To help us deliver effectively we need new
members of the HFE CIC team with expertise and experience in a range of skills: social media
and communications, financial management, relevant technical knowledge and project
management. If you would like to join us in cutting energy costs for the village, please get in
touch: r.sherman6@icloud.com

‘y \\H \)} HARBURY PRE-SCHOOL ofid

@ Stoff and Committee

Last week was World Book Day! The children had the option of dressing up as their favourite
character and brought their favourite book in to share with the rest of the children. This year,
we had some fantastic characters including Zog, two black cats, a beautiful butterfly, a
Gruffalo, a ladybird, a caterpillar, a whale, two Elsa’s from Frozen, a Witch, a Very Hungry
Caterpillar, two Spider Men, Peter Rabbit and a Storm Trooper!
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The staff joined in the fun. Everyone looked amazing in their costumes, and we had a lovely
day reading and celebrating books and stories with the children.

If you see any of our children making actions with their hands as they speak, it may be that
they are recounting some of our Makaton signs.

As a setting, we have always signed the first letter of the children’s names when we sing our
‘Hello” and ‘Goodbye’ songs. Additionally, for our Christmas Nativity Song Time, the children
learn to sign ‘Silent Night’ to their parents and carers, which they always do brilliantly; often
picking it up quicker than the adults!

We have all been learning a few simple signs weekly and sharing them with the children. We
do this during circle time and also look for opportunities to integrate them across the day.
Signing can be extremely valuable for children who struggle to express themselves using the
spoken word; providing them with another way of sharing information. Our “Two Signs of the
Week’ this week are ‘kind’ and ‘gentle’.

The children have been enjoying lots of different activities outside 33
using loose parts. We have added cardboard tubes, planks, tyres,
ramps, wheels and plastic bricks etc. The children took the lead in
their play and we had some : : -

fabulous creative ideas. They
propped up the ramps at
different heights to see if cars
went faster or slower, they made
a bridge using the bricks for the =
ramp to go underneath and built s
some fantastic constructions. We [
were also impressed by how well
they worked together.

If you would like further information, or to register a child for Harbury Pre-School,
please e-mail enquiries@harburypre-school.org.uk text 07907 598461 or look at the web site
www.harburypre-school.org.uk You can also find us on Facebook.

';\ HARBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL

e
“‘”/ Lucy Bosley - Headteacher

2
imary

Thank you to all of the children and their families for the
huge effort put into creating the potato characters and
their costumes. We have had a fantastic fun filled day
developing our love for reading, as well as being inspired
to create our own maps, characters, writing and artwork &
in response. In the afternoon, we were pleased to invite
Michael from Harbury Library to read with Years 5 and 3.
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He also judged our potato character
competition.

The following week, we welcomed author
Teresa Heapy into school. She spent the day
working with each year group and reading
us her brand new story! It was a wonderful
day.

It has been wonderful to see our OPAL
playtimes in action on the playground.
Children from across the school have been
playing together, sharing resources and
including one another in their games. It is
lovely to see mixed year groups working
together, helping each other and showing
such kindness and care.

These moments truly reflect our school
values in action - Love, Collaboration,
Inclusion, Trust and Forgiveness — as children
look after one another, solve problems
together and make sure everyone feels
welcome in their play.

1

Our playground is becoming a place where creativity, friendship and teamwork flourish and
we are very proud of how the children are supporting one another and making playtimes
joyful for everyone.

We wish all the families a wonderful Easter. We are looking forward to our Easter Service at
All Saints Church and our Easter egg hunt!

m\i’yﬁwﬂ PTA HARBURY SCHOOL PTA

- Alice Mellings

In March, Mother’s Day was a lovely event raising £270 for the school. The children got to
pick a beautiful flower for their loved ones to celebrate how wonderful they are.
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Unfortunately, we were unsuccessful with our
application for the bike shelters. However, we
endeavour to fundraise and apply for future grants
in order to achieve enough money to get the bike
shelters, to help make cycling to school more
accessible for all.

We had a book donation drive for Harbury School &
for World Book Day. Thank you to the generosity of |

the wonderful families in Harbury School who |
donated over 1000 books!!!! WOW!!! Well done to
Year 1 in infants and Year 5 in juniors who donated -

the most books and won a special prize of popcorn _
and a film. If anyone would like to support for an L o
hour ortwo to label up the books, please contact 3N =
the school for more information. Thank you.

For Easter we celebrated with a ‘name the bear’
competition and a ‘guess how many eggs are in
the jar’ with Year 6 pupils kindly selling the tickets

for the event, what a fantastic job they did!!! We also =
had a non-uniform day wearing colours blue, green =
and white, in support of Harbury’s sponsor school in Bo in Sierra Leone. We are excited to
count all the donations and work out how much we raised.

We are delighted to have had another busy month of donations to the school which is exactly
why we do, what we do!

We contributed £875 towards the Year 6 coach trip to London, helping save each family £30
per household.

We've also granted £1,580 in partnership with
the school and Earthworms to coppice the trees
in the pond and forest area to help build the
biodiversity and access to these areas, both for ||
Opal, forest school and to improve the
appearance of the area. It is looking great! Well
done to team earthworm for arranging the works.
Thanks to a very generous anonymous
donation for this work to go ahead.

In  addition, we've invested £250 in
Arithmagicians, which is an exciting new learning
subscription to support the children with their maths understanding.

To help celebrate World Book Day the school invited the author Teresa Heapy to do
workshops with the children, we granted the school £520 for this experience for the children.

Please join us on 25th April - 10am-12pm for our annual Tom Hauley Bake Sale. Laura will
be setting up her amazing cake stall and selling cakes, teas and coffees and a raffle full of
exciting prizes.
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We are so excited to have teamed up with GoHenry who provide a debit card and app that
helps kids aged 6-18 learn to earn, save, spend, and even invest.

GoHenry will donate £25 to Harbury School PTA for every parent who signs up using our
link and has an active card for 28 days, scan the QR below to join today.

KEKTK I8P T A

Raise money-smart
kids and money for sl Gk
your school

your FTA

With an app & debit card that teaches earning,
saving, spending & investing

Get starred

TRC raty

Scan * Sign Up » Start Learning About Money Today!

Earthworms have a new email: harburyearthworms@gmail.com so please do get in touch.

e 25th April - PTA Tom Hauley Cake Sale 10am-12pm (Cake donations Welcome)

e 27th April, 8om - PTA Meeting on Zoom. Email harburypta@gmail.com for your Zoom
invitation.

e 22nd May - Sponsored Walk e 19th June - Father’s Day Event

Please email harburypta@gmail.com for more details. You could win up to £88 each month!

S““}% HARBURY LIBRARY & BIBLIO’S CAFE
e = Michael LMWCL@M

This year is National Year of Reading and 23rd April is World Book Night. The challenge on
World Book Night is to join in The Reading Hour - from 7-8pm. Grab a book, find a quiet spot
and get transported somewhere different/magical/thrilling/puzzling/scary for an hour. See
the website worldbooknight.org for more info. One of their suggestions is to pick up a ‘Quick
Read’ book - short books and great stories by bestselling authors, written in an accessible
and easy to read style. And we have a shelf full of those in the Library - take one out on loan
and take part.
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The website for National Year of Reading is: goallin.org.uk/get-involved/libraries. Lots of info
and ideas from setting up a book group to links to reading events across the country.

In June we are linking up with Harbury e-wheels to try to place a poem in every garden
during this year’s Open Gardens. We aim to have volunteers to pop up and read the poems
and are very grateful to our friends in Harbury Theatre Group who are keen to do some of the
readings. If you'd like to recommend a poem for folks to share during Open Gardens or if you
would like to read some, get in touch at communityhub@harburyvillagelibrary.org.uk, or
leave a note at the Library desk, or pop along to the Library’s monthly poetry night at the
Crown Inn - Poems and a Pint - next meeting 7th April 7pm.

Other news - we are getting a new coffee machine in Biblio’s...hmmmm, coffee, just the
accompaniment to a relaxing quiet read in the Library sofa corner. And if you're having a
coffee, don't forget a slice of homemade cake - they’re made for readers.

As a charity, we rely heavily on fund raising. A BIG ‘Thank You’ to The Shakespeare Inn who
donated their fund raising from their March Quiz to the Library. Much appreciated.

Volunteers - we're always on the lookout for new volunteers. Are you a green fingered
gardener, perhaps with an hour of two to spare? We're looking for someone to help tidy up
the side beds of the library - towards the kitchen door. Or, do you have a passion for Lego?
Most of us remember the things we built with Lego - whether to the design on the box or,
more likely, a free-form construction of our own design. Massive thanks to Aaron who set up
the fortnightly Lego Club in the Library, but now Aaron needs to move on and deal with
other projects. If you interested in hosting the Lego Club sessions contact Liz or Michael on
Library@harburyvillagelibrary.org.uk or communityhub@harburyvillagelibrary.org.uk.

Lastly, we are a community space. In addition to the option of hiring the Library when it is
closed, we also welcome community groups who need a space to meet during our normal
opening times. We have a number of regular groups that use the space during afternoons,
but are open to enquiries from other groups. In the first instance, contact Michael at
communityhub@harburyvillagelibrary.org.uk if you think your group might be interested.

“@“? GARDEN JOTTINGS
% Christine Dakin from Bridge Nursery

Hopefully the weather will be suitable to be able to get outside and get
on with some of the many jobs there are to do this month. Forsythias and
flowering currant shrubs aren’t as popular as they once were but if you
have them now is the time to prune the old stems removing roughly a
third as low down as you can. Also prune buddleias, fuchsias, winter
honeysuckle and trim back lavender. Finish pruning roses and feed with
rose fertilizer or well-rotted manure. There seems to be plenty of ladybirds
at the moment which will remove any greenfly rather than apply an
insecticide.

Easter is the traditional time to plant potatoes. You can grow them in
large buckets if your soil is too sticky and claggy. Sow cabbages and other
brassicas, radish, peas, beetroot, carrots and spinach. Home grown carrots have a ‘proper’
carrot taste unlike those bought in the supermarket.
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The garden here will be open every weekend starting on Good Friday until the end of
September to raise money for the National Garden Scheme. Last year | was able to send
£1456.50 to headquarters which is then distributed to several caring charities including Marie
Curie and Macmillan Nursing. Thank you to those of you who contributed.

. NATURE NOTES
* Martin § Amanoa Ranoall

An interesting aspect of natural history is noticing changes — between the seasons and also
from year to year. For example, bird populations are not static but change over time. Some
species have declined, whilst others have shown marked increases in numbers and
distribution. Some of those increases have been noticeable locally, and this month we want
to highlight three species.

In recent years we have frequently seen Little Egrets at the lakes in Chesterton. These small,
white members of the Heron family were a rarity in Britain until the late 20th century.
Although a few were recorded as visitors during the 19th and 20th centuries, there was no
regular nesting. The first confirmed breeding occurred in 1996 at Brownsea Island in Dorset.

Little Egret
(akbarnemati)
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Great coffee, tasty food, and a cosy
place to meet, work or unwind.

EAT IN OR TAKE AWAY * LUNCH BUFFETS AVAILABLE

The Hide Away - a peaceful seating area
at the back, perfect for a quiet escape or
catching up with friends.

afternoon teas, creative workshops, markets,
J| book clubs, community meet-ups, or even
intimate music and poetry sessions.

Pop in, grab a coffee, and make yourself at home!

Squab Hall Farm, Harbury Lane, Leamington Spa, CV33 9QB
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-3.00pm

thehide@squab.couk | [E) thehide_bysquab

= “HAWTHORN

&CO

ESTATE AND LETTING AGENT
Harbury’'s trusted, top
rated estate agency
Local, family-run business
Bespoke marketing package
Drone & cinematic video

No sale, no fee

BOOK YOUR FREE VALUATION

T: 01926 316 119 E:

Available for all your computer requirements including:
PC's & Laptops, New & used systems, Repairs & upgrades
Virus/Malware Removal, Data back & Windows re-
installation
Upgrading memory/Hard drives/Rom drives/Graphics, etc
Internet - modems fitted, wireless.

Any repairs or computer problems. No call out charge

sales@simons-systems.co.uk

M: 07751811097 W: www.simons-systems.co.uk

April 2026

47



Curtains and Soft Furnishing

Nifty Needle specialise in creating stylish custom curtains, blinds and soft
furnishings, individually designed to create beautiful solutions.
Free measuring service.

At our shop in Kineton we now stock a range of home wares, including
lamps, cushions, footstools and other items to accessorise your home.

We're open Tuesday to Friday 9:00am to 5:00pm
and Saturday 9:00am to 2:00pm.

Nifty Needle Curtain Workroom, 1 Banbury Street, Kineton, Warwickshire, CV35 0JS
Tel: 01926 641741 E-mail: info@niftyneedle.co.uk Website: www.niftyneedle.co.uk

Cvery Care af)|
H O M

E

specialist you can trus

CQC Regulated « 10+ Years' Experience «
5% Rated on homecare.co.uk
We provide compassionate,
personalised care with Joy, laughter,

and expertise, helping people live
safaly and happily at home.

Services:

Personalised Home Care

Respite Care
Dementia & Alzheimer's . -
Support s careat
Hospital & GP Assistance :
Meal Prep & Medication
Management
Hospital Discharge Support
Light Cleaning & Household
Tasks
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Red Kite
(theotherkey)

From that point, expansion
was rapid. By 2000 there
were around 60-70
breeding pairs in England,
with a tenfold increase by
2010. A recent research
paper published by the
British Trust for Ornithology
estimates the current UK
population at roughly
2,000 breeding pairs, with
double  that  number
overwintering The birds
are now present year-
round across southern
England, Wales, East Anglia
and increasingly into
northern England and
parts of Scotland.

The reasons for this
expansion are closely
linked to wider European
recovery of the Little Egret.
Protection from plume
hunting, for fashion, in the
20th  century allowed
continental populations to
rebound, providing
a source for colonisation.
Climate change has also
been a major factor; milder winters since the 1980s reduced cold-weather mortality and
made southern Britain more climatically suitable. Inaddition,improved wetland conservation,
the creation of nature reserves,and better water quality have increased feeding opportunities.
The Little Egret’s rapid numerical growth since 1996 is therefore a combination of legal
protection, climate trends, and habitat availability.

As we are writing this, we can see two Red Kites circling over the Mill Street area of Harbury.
These magnificently graceful birds of prey are unmistakable, with reddish-brown body,
angled wings and deeply forked tail. Such a sight would have been highly remarkable only
a few years ago but now seeing them in our local skies is almost a daily occurrence. The Red
Kite was once common throughout Britain, especially in medieval towns where it scavenged
on refuse. However, sustained persecution and egg collecting reduced the population to a
tiny remnant in mid-Wales by the late 19th century. Around 1900, probably fewer than 10
pairs remained — making it one of Britain’s rarest birds. Strict protection allowed the Welsh
population to stabilise slowly during the 20th century, reaching around 50-60 pairs by the
1980s.

A major turning point came with reintroduction programmes beginning in 1989, using birds
from Spain and Sweden to establish new populations in England and Scotland. Through the
1990s and 2000s, numbers rose rapidly. By 2010 there were over 1,000 breeding pairs across
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the UK, and today the population exceeds 4,000 breeding pairs, with perhaps 10,000+
individuals present year-round. The species is now especially numerous in areas such as the
Chilterns and central England, with many visible as you travel along the M40 or the rail line
on the way to London. Rather than purely hunters, red kites are in fact largely scavengers, so
mainly like to eat scraps of waste food, carrion and small prey like rabbits. The Red Kite’s
dramatic numerical and geographic expansion is the result of coordinated conservation
action, strong legal protection, reduced persecution, and high breeding success in suitable
lowland habitats.

When we were growing up, we would have to go to the mountains of Scotland or Wales to
see a Raven in the wild; or alternatively to the Tower of London, where tame Ravens have
been protected since the time of Charles Il. The UK's largest member of the crow family and
faithful companion of Odin in Norse myth, the Raven is a majestic species. Itis bigger than a
buzzard with a powerful blunt beak, shaggy throat feathers called hackles and a distinctive
diamond shaped tail in flight. In historical times, the Raven bred widely across Britain but
declined severely due to persecution during the 18th and 19th centuries. By the late 1800s it
had vanished from much of England and was largely confined to rugged uplands in Scotland,
Wales and southwest England. In the 1970s the UK breeding population was estimated at
roughly 1,000 pairs, mostly in these remote areas. However, steady recovery began in the
1980s. By the 2000s numbers had increased markedly, and current estimates suggest over
7,500 breeding pairs in the UK, and England now holds a substantial and growing proportion.
Ravens have recolonised many lowland counties, including the Midlands and parts of
southern England, and we have heard their croaking calls and seen a few pairs in local
woodlands.

This recovery is primarily due to reduced persecution following protection under the Wildlife
and Countryside Act 1981 and changing public attitudes toward birds of prey and corvids.
Agricultural changes may also have increased food availability, particularly carrion from

. .‘ » ‘y Raven
- % (Martin Randall)
s 3
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roadkill. Ravens can live up to 20 years and are highly intelligent and adaptable, able to
exploit varied habitats including farmland, forestry and coastal areas. Their population
growth and range expansion since the late 20th century illustrate how quickly a long-lived
species can rebound once direct human pressures are reduced.

At this time of year we look back at our records of key events in nature. Usually the frogs in
our garden pond lay their spawn in mid-March, but this has been getting earlier in recent
years. In fact, Julie Marshall-Hardy found frogspawn in her small garden pond on 28th
February this year. The Skylarks have been singing for a few weeks now and, with the warm
weather spell at the beginning of March, Geoff Thorpe spotted Brimstone Butterflies on the
2nd. Warblers are starting to arrive as well; we heard our first Chiffchaffs and Blackcaps on
14th and 18th March. We enjoy receiving your nature updates and observations, so please
continue to send them to us, using the email address above, so that we can share them here.

HARBURY GENERAL NEWS

§\Wp: District Councillor Susan Ostrander (Lismen)
ey o (susantharbury@gmail.com or sue.ostrander@straforo-ole.gov.uk)

In recent months, the question of how many new homes are needed across the Stratford
district — and where they should be built — has become an increasingly prominent and, at
times, heated topic of discussion. | have received many emails on this matter and twice
spoken to a packed room about this at Harbury Parish Council meetings. For villages such as
Harbury, which have already experienced several large-scale planning applications, it is
entirely understandable that residents feel concerned about what further development
might mean for the character of the village and the capacity of local services.

There are real and widely shared worries about pressure on infrastructure: the GP surgery,
school places, road congestion, drainage and flooding, as well as the overall look and feel of
the community. These are not abstract concerns; they reflect the experience of those who
live here and care deeply about the future of the village and surrounding area.

Part of the challenge stems from changes at a national level. Recent government reforms to
the planning system have significantly increased the number of new homes that local
authorities are expected to accommodate. In Stratford district, this requirement has more
than doubled - from just over 500 homes per year to more than 1,100. These targets are set
by Central Government and local councils such as Stratford District Council are required to
plan accordingly, even where there are strong local reservations.

Alongside this, the way in which housing land supply is calculated has also changed. This has
had important consequences. Approximately 60% of councils nationally, including our own,
have fallen below the critical 5 year threshold. Where a council cannot demonstrate that it
has a sufficient supply of land available for development over the next five years, planning
decisions become more vulnerable to appeal. In this context, our district is currently
operating under what is known as the “tilted balance,” where there is a presumption in
favour of development unless any harm would significantly and demonstrably outweigh the
benefits.
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These changes have also had a significant impact on Neighbourhood Plans. Under the
National Planning Policy Framework, when a five-year housing land supply cannot be
demonstrated, the weight that can be given to these carefully developed local plans is
reduced. Across Stratford district, of the 32 “made” Neighbourhood Plans, only seven
currently retain full weight, and even these may be affected as housing requirements are
reassessed. Unfortunately, Harbury’s own Neighbourhood Plan - developed with such care
and community input - is now considered out of date under these rules. This is not a reflection
of the quality of the plan itself, but rather the result of changes to national calculations and
the government’s ambition to significantly increase housing delivery.

In response to this period of uncertainty, Stratford District Council has taken steps to
strengthen its approach. An expert Advisory Group has been convened to guide the council
through these challenges, and an Interim Policy has been introduced to help ensure that
planning decisions remain as robust and consistent as possible while the five-year housing
land supply is re-established. These measures are intended to provide clarity and to ensure
that, even within the current constraints, careful consideration is given to the impact of
development on local communities.

It is also important to recognise that the situation is not simply one of “too few planning
permissions.” In fact, a number of large sites across the district already have approval but are
being built out gradually over many years. This slower pace of development is a feature of
the current system. Large developers often release homes in phases, partly to manage costs
and partly to maintain stability in the housing market. While this approach may make
commercial sense, it can be frustrating for communities who see permissions granted but
delivery happening more slowly than expected. This is one area that the Advisory Group
hopes to improve.

All of this contributes to a sense of uncertainty, and at times frustration, within local
communities. Yet there are also reasons to remain hopeful. Your District and parish councils
and community groups continue to play an important role in shaping how development
takes place - raising concerns, influencing design, and advocating for the infrastructure that
must accompany new housing.

For Harbury and the surrounding villages, the challenge will be to ensure that any future
development is well planned, proportionate, and supported by the services and facilities
that residents rely upon. While national policy sets the framework, local voices still matter.
Continued engagement, constructive dialogue, and a clear focus on the long-term wellbeing
of the community will be essential in navigating the changes ahead.

Further Reading:

e Stratford and the five Year Housing Land Supply: www.stratford.gov.uk/planning-building/
five-year-housing-supply.cfm

e The proposed Interim Plan:

o www.stratford.gov.uk/doc/214263/name/20260209%20Interim%20Position%20
Statement%20Cons%20Vers.pdf

e The Cabinet Report from the Interim Local Plans Officer (leader of the advisory committee)

o www.stratford.gov.uk/doc/214262/name/Options%20for%20Boosting%20the%20
Supply%200f%20Housing%20Land.pdf

And finally, the District Council has published its updated Local Development Scheme (March
2026), setting out the timetable for preparing planning policies that will guide development
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across the District up to 2050. The scheme explains when key stages of the Local Plan will
take place and when residents, developers and other stakeholders can have their say. It also
confirms the latest timetable for the South Warwickshire Local Plan.

e www.stratford.gov.uk/news/index.cfm/item/138721

As your District Councillor, | am pleased to share the launch of the Growing Opportunities
Plan 2026-2029, a strategic roadmap designed to reduce poverty, improve health and
wellbeing, and create lasting opportunities for every resident in our district. While Stratford
District is often viewed as an affluent area, this plan addresses the hidden challenges that
many in our rural communities face daily.

This plan is not just a Council document; it is a partnership pledge. Developed alongside the
Social Inclusion Partnership (SIP) - which includes over 25 organisations such as Citizens
Advice, local foodbanks, Everyone Active and the Carers Trust - the plan ensures that local
government and the voluntary sector work as “one community” to support those most in
need.

The plan is built around seven “Missions” that reflect both national priorities and our specific
local needs. These include:

e Overcoming Rural Inequalities: This is a vital new mission for our area. We know that
connectivity is a major barrier; nearly 50% of our local areas rank in the worst 10%
nationally for travel time to essential services like GPs and shops. We are committed to
reviewing services like the IndieGo demand-responsive transport to keep our villages
connected.

e Tackling Fuel Poverty: Surprisingly, our district has above-average fuel poverty at 15%,
driven by older, off-gas rural housing. The plan prioritises home energy upgrades and
grants to help residents manage rising costs. The current conflict in the Middle East has
brought into stark relief our need to think more about this.

e Supporting the Next Generation: We are focusing on breaking down barriers to
opportunity by tackling child poverty and expanding youth activities. This includes
providing mental health support in schools and investment in “Young Futures Hubs".

¢ A Healthier District: We aim to close the gap in life expectancy, which currently fluctuates
by up to 4.4 years depending on where you live in the district. This involves bringing
health screening and advice services directly into our communities.

This starts from a strong foundation. Since 2023, our collaborative efforts have secured over
£1 million in funding for the local voluntary sector and delivered essential suicide prevention
and mental health training to our schools.

Looking ahead, our goal is to build resilient communities where no one is left behind.
Whether it is supporting veterans through the Armed Forces Covenant or helping families
through the cost-of-living crisis, this plan puts residents at the heart of everything the District
Council strives to do.

If you would like to read the full plan or the accompanying Action Plan, please
visit the District Council website at (or scan the QR code): www.stratford.gov.
uk/doc/214341/name/Stratford%20Growing%200pportunities%20Plan%20
2026%202029%20.pdf
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Stratford District Council has joined together with the Graham Fulford Charitable Trust
(GFCT) to offer a series of health screening events for both men and women across the
District for another year.

The events will enable men and women, who live in Stratford District, to have several health
tests from a simple blood test, allowing them to, where necessary, seek further advice or
action via their GP.

The tests on offer cost £14 each, subsidised by the District Council and are:
e For men over 40 - PSA (Prostate Screening)
e For men and women aged 18 and over - diabetes and cholesterol

The 2026 schedule of events (nearest us) is below:

e Saturday 18th April Lighthorne Heath Village Hall, Upper Lighthorne, Valiant Close
CV33 9UF

e Saturday 9th May Graham Adams Centre, Saint James Road, Southam CV47 OLY

e Saturday 30th May Wellesbourne Village Hall, The School House, School Road,
Wellesbourne CV35 9NH

The events will run from 10am until 2pm at each of the locations and people are able to book
at a discounted rate of £14 for each test.

Spaces are limited and at: sdc.mypsatests.org.uk
&, NEW!
= Elaine Barnden, Michael Vincent § Team

This is a new community activity being put on in the Tom Hauley Room, at All Saints’ Church,
and we invite you to come along for a free cup of tea, cake, coffee, biscuits and chat. Perhaps
you don’t know many people in the village, maybe you are new here or just a bit isolated and
would like some companionship. It's a great opportunity to meet new friends or catch up
with old ones.

Following the first three Tom's Teas, which were all very enjoyable ,\qﬁ‘ s T%
and very well attended, going forward Tom'’s Teas will be held on ——
the third Monday of every month from 2.30 - 4.00pm, in the Tom )%% SO
Hauley Room. 2, Qoffec ™
So, the next three Tom’s Teas will be on

« Monday 20th April « Monday 18th May . Monday 15th June
You can be sure of a warm welcome.

m &
R\ Rev Andy Batehelor

An opportunity to discuss life’s big questions from a secular and Christian perspective.

We meet on the fourth Tuesday of the month, 6.45pm for 7pm (close at 8.30pm) at the Crown
Inn, Harbury. The topic for the 28th April: | wonder.....

Everyone is welcome. Please do join us.
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Our next Market will be Saturday 25th April 10.00 until 12.30.

This month'’s local Community Group is Harbury Rugby Club.

Come and join us for a tea or coffee and a bacon roll.

Councillors Corner will be there 11.00 — 12.00 to answer any question you have.
Facebook @Harbury Local Market, please join our group for regular updates.

Our Sponsor

L Shetla Burtt

The weather is finally starting to pick up after a very wet winter which has brought its own
problems for our walks. However, now we are looking at much drier weather and better
walking conditions! We meet on a Wednesday morning in the village hall car park at 9.40am.
We usually share cars and set off to explore our local countryside. In the next few weeks we
will be exploring bluebell woods and wild flower meadows among others.

Everyone is welcome, so please join us on any Wednesday morning. (Although we don’t walk
over Easter - 1st and 8th April.)

EmLLwamiesow

If you are interested in plants, gardens and gardening, you are welcome to join Southam
Gardening Club. Our next two monthly meetings are:

Southam Gardening Club, 7.15 for 7.30pm The Art of Bonsai, David Cheshire

Communal Hall, Tithe Lodge, Little Park, off Park Lane, Southam. All welcome. Non-members
£4.50. Refreshments, from 7.15pm, included.

Full details on the Gardening Club web page at https:/tinyurl.com/4jnteww3 or tel 01926
813986 or 815086.

Southam Gardening Club, 7.15 for 7.30pm. Growing Vegetables, Roger Umpleby
[NB Plant sale as well]

Communal Hall, Tithe Lodge, Little Park, off Park Lane, Southam. All welcome. Non-members
£4.50. Refreshments, from 7.15pm, included.

Full details on the Gardening Club web page at tinyurl.com/4jnteww3 or
click on the QR code here. Alternatively, tel 01926 813986 or 815086.

We haven't finalised our dates for our summer outings yet, so full details will
be given in a future edition of the magazine.
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\ ¢/ UsaBarmett

Carers4Carers is your local support group for family carers, meeting on the fourth Friday of
each month (except December) from 10.30-12.00 at Kineton Village Hall. Loved ones are
welcome and can join our Companionship Group.

Friday 24th April: A gentle morning focused on unwinding together. Anita will offer
soothing hand massages, and we'll finish with music and optional singing.

For more information or help with transport, contact Gillian on 07947 893504
Email kcarers4carers@gmail.com or visit our website:
www.carers4carersonthefosse.org.uk

g

4

| oters |
.=/ READERS' LETTERS

—Sa

Dear Editors

I would like to thank all the people in the village who sent me condolences on the loss of my son,
James.

My only son, James, died on the 13th January aged 42. He was a self-sufficient, independent man
and was very well thought of in his work and loved by many people in the UK and abroad.

Unfortunately, like many young people, his lifestyle caught up with him, and he became a secret
drinker, eventually leading to the destruction of his vital organs.

It is a warning to all of us to control our alcohol intake and to seek help if we are concerned about
loved ones.

Thank you all for your kind words and thoughts.

Jill (Baker)
Function Rooms and Premises AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
HARBURYSRUGBYICLEUB HARBURYSSCOUIHUE HARBURYAVIEEAGEICEUB
Leah Wallington Naomi Moir Tel: 241566 - evenings
Tel: 07736 8049_04 Tgl: 611966 . harburyvillageclub23@gmail.com
hrfc.roomhire@gmail.com nandpmoir@googlemail.com

HARBURYAVIEEAGEIEALILE HARBURYAVIEEAGESEIBRAKY; TOMIHAUEEYROOM

Booking Secretary
Tel: 07563 044772
harburyvillagehall@googlemail.com

Michael Luntley Moira
communityhub@harburyvillagelibrary.org.uk thr@allsaintsharbury.org
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 2026/27

The Annual Subscription is due this month, the cost of this will be £10.00
covering the year up to March 2027.

If you would like to continue having the magazine delivered and you have not
already paid your subscription. You can still pay in one of three ways.

e Payment by BACS. Visit www.hlnews.co.uk and select the ‘Subscription and BACS
payments’ Tab. Complete the online form and then make the £10 payment from
your bank account. It is vital that you give us the first line of your address
(number/name/road) as the reference when making the online payment.

e You can put the £10 subscription in an envelope marked with your address and
deliver to your distributor. If you are unsure who your distributor is please email
distribution@hlnews.co.uk or call 07900 852236.

e Alternatively, if neither of the above is an option for you, your distributor will call
for the money when delivering a future edition of the magazine.

Many thanks and we look forward to your continued support.

foodbahk

LOCAL FOODBANK donations of non-perishable items
as listed below which supplies the surrounding area,
including Harbury, can be left at:
Harbury Village Library Foyer e-Wheels driver Harbury Co-op
(Wight School when open) Wight School car-park on Mondays ~ Tall basket by door
between 11.30am - 12.30pm
* Potatoes - tins and packets of instant mash e Tins of meat e Jars of pasta sauce

* Tins of spaghetti in sauce  Tins of fruit ® Sponge puddings ® Custard ® Small bags of sugar
© UHT milk e Toiletries such as: shampoo, shower gel, soap, toilet rolls and cleaning products.
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v’ LOVE TO DANCE?
SOUTHAM CLASSES

FREE TRIAL CLASS
‘Ballet

-
Jaliet

Commercial

Tap Contemporary
Modern

Mini Movers

Gymnpastics Funky Dance

Musical Theatre (Cheerleading

Street ‘Dance Adult (lasses

* confidence # fun w friendships

Professional Purpose Built Dance Studios in
Southam

www.loveballet.co.uk 07921 853173

CHRIS HILLMCIAT
LOCAL DESIGN PRACTICE TO PREPARE
PLANS FOR YOURIDEAL HOME
EVER THOUGHT OF EXTENDING YOUR HOME?
DOES IT HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO CHANGE?

DO YOUNEED MORE SPACE?

beadl TT)

=1
-y g

CONTACT
CALL: 071926 813780 (EVENINGS)
O7772189266 (MOBILE)
|EMAIL— CHRISHILLIOO@BTINTERNET.COM
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Canalside
Community
Food

» weekly box of fresh, organic seasonal food

@ collect from the farm or Leamington.
# volunteer to help to grow it

@ attend work days and social events

canalsidecommunityfood.org.uk ¥
Call or text: 07758 340491 e i

GardenAid
Services

Qur services include
Lawn mowing & edges
Borders and beds
Hedges & shrub
tfimming and pruning
Leaf clearance
General garden
maintenance
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Health First Foot & Gait Clinic

We are proud to have more

G! reviews

than any other Foot Care /
Chiropody / Podiatry service
in the area, which confirm that:
“We fix the feet that others ean't fix"

WIPE-OUT
WASPS

Family-run business since 2005

Fast response
Competitive rates
Full pest control service

Informative

VVVVVVVVVE

For a local friendly service call
Alan or Dawn Whyte

07867 768533
01926 889711

Call uson-01926 811272
Or book online at
healthfirstsoutham.co.uk

RFIC =

VENTING

KITCHENS - EFF Hos
el :

enquire@wipeoutpestcontrol.co.uk
www.wipeoutpestcontrol.co.uk

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

<
<
<
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EXCELLENCE IN DESIGN SINCE 1993

- -
RFK Rugby RFK Warwick RFK Market Harborough
Cottag ) 47 Coten End, Studio 3, Welland Busin
Rug ) .

01788 "'4"647 01926 419165 01858 798533

KITCHEN RETAILER OF THE YEAR
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Stratford District
Council Licensed

Enhanced DBS
First aid trained via

Warwickshire Search
& Rescue

Nicholson’s ===

Executive Transfer and Chauffeur Service

® 07470504178

@ 07470504178

e simonnicholsoni@outlook.com
¢ Private hire

o Airport transfer
« Wait and return

Get in touch today for a quote!
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TONY’S
ROOFING

Roof repairs -Tiles/Slates,
Re-pointing, Ridges,
Leadwork, Chimney repairs,
Flat roofs (torch on felt),
Velux windows fitted,
UPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering,
Gutters cleaned

We won’t be beaten on price.
All work guaranteed
Tel: 07881 411265

A pw

= |
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[HOUSE PARTY]
FLOWERS

FLOWERS FOR ALL EVENTS
Weddings, Parties, Special Events,
Bespoke Workshops & Funerals

Studio located in Harbury
Contact: Katy 07470 180 220
www.housepartyflowers.co.uk

email:info@housepartyflowers.co.uk
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Windows - Doors - Aluminium - Timberlook
Bi-folds - Sliding Doors - Energy Efficiency
Porches & Conservatories * Sky Lanterns : |
Fascia, Sofits & Guttering * Garage Doors il “
8 6 J“ ]

L___ 3 - 9
H' lb TEL: 01926 930 698 | MOB: 07749 058731

— : www.greenlightwindows.co.uk
= N ivc ||l Solide

4N\
WARWICK

ROOFING

" TIMBERLOOK

New Roofs e Roof Repairs o Flat Roofs e Guttering
All repointing e Dry Ridge & Verge systems

Fascia & Soffit fitted

07974918098
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www.stratfordlandscapes.com
(We live in Harbury)

Small garden experts | Garden Design | Porcelain & other types of Paving
Real & artificial lawns | Stunning plant collections | Decorative Pergolas & Fences
Privacy Solutions | Low Maintenance Gardens
"Let Dave & the boys work their magic & you won't be disappointed"

Contact David Lewis on 07990975158 or visit our website
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All types of Hairdressing Services
Brazilian hlow dry,
Luxury facials & pedicures
Hot stone massages

All types of waxing Opening hours:

Individual lash extensions i P 3 —
Iuesday - Thursday Yam il Tpm

Acrylic nail extensions riday 9 am til 6 pm
Sunbed 30 am til 3 pm

Poplar Road, Bishops Itchington CV47 2R
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. PAINTING & DECORATING

PAINTING IS AN ART. YOUR SPACE IS OUR CANVAS.

T: 01926 613158 M: 07976 241949 E: s.mehra@btinternet.com

P\ Your Local Professional Chimney
The Shires Sweep Sweeping Service

Full Range of Chimney Sweeping Services

ST Open Fires, Stoves, Rayburn and Aga’s Cowls ‘
- . ,]._'6‘4‘ & Bird Guards Fitted. Bird Nest Removal lﬁ .
5 ‘ o Please contact Martin Jakeman ‘

07816 337962
Email: theshiressweep@gmail.com -' ‘
www.theshiressweep.co.uk

Domestic Gas Sarvicgs
MARTIN EVANS - 07980 740720

admin@domesticgasservices.co.uk
40+ years experience, British Gas trained
CENTRAL HEATING - SERVICE AND REPAIR
LANDLORD CERTIFICATES - POWERFLUSHING

Powerflushing = removes sludge build up which is preventing your
radiators getting hot and working efficiently.
THE NEXT BEST THING TO A NEW HEATING SYSTEM!!

/WORCESTER A LOCAL RELIABLE
safe i LEAMINGTON COMPANY
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DOOR & KITGHEN STORL

Making your space a better place

Quality Fitted Kitchens — Internal & External Doors - Supply & Fit
T.01926 888806 or E. doorandkitchenstore@gmail.com
Alveston Place Oxford Street Leamington Spa CV32 45N

More! Service - Expertise - Quality - Range - Value

Carpets, Vinyl flooring, Karndean, Blinds
and Curtams Free

It SALON

LADIES & GENTS HAIRDRESSERS

TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT CALL 612488 & 07778 454528
CHAPEL STREET HARBURY

Tel: 01926 889 691
Email in!n@s_teamingsam.cn.uk
www.steamingsam.co.uk

DOMESTIC &NLILHF"*LHflﬂLihbh uun;uv
CLEANING FOR CLIENTS HE

BEFORE

STEAMING SAM specialise in professional cleaning, work is carried out by fully
trained, trustworthy technicians and we are insured for your peace of mind

Call us or check out our website for further information




