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Many thanks for all of your feedback regarding the new style magazine. As expected, 
there was a mixed reaction with readers both liking and disliking the changes. Going 
forward we are sure that tweaks to certain publishing elements will continue to be 
made. We are aware that some of you prefer the map on the front cover and, as 
mentioned last month, it will make a return on some editions! Some people have  
remarked that they donôt like the smell of the glossy pages and although there is not 
much we can do about that, we must point out that the magazine is fully recyclable 
so it can go in your blue bin as normal.  
Our thanks must go to our advertising manager, Sue Dronfield who designed and 
produced much of the art work for the revamped magazine. However, the Harbury & 
Ladbroke News is now seeking to fill an important role within our team. We are   
looking for someone to take over the magazineôs collation and layout, a job which 
was previously described as our typist, although now not much typing is involved. An 
advertisement on page 41 gives all the details. If you think that this role would suit 
you then please do get in touch. 

One other thing to mention is that the June edition deadline will be changing day next 
month. It will be Saturday 21st May, this is due to the Jubilee bank holiday and extra 
time needed at the printers. The usual emailed reminder will be sent out. However, if 
you are submitting an article via the Pharmacy remember that they close at 1.00pm. 

With the Carnival making a comeback on 11th June, there is a request from the   
Carnival Committee asking for volunteers to help sell raffle tickets, marshals on the 
day and for ticket sellers on the gate. Please contact the committee if you are       
interested. 

Itôs theatre time again and Harbury Theatre Group presents óComedy, Music and 
Mayhemô on 12th, 13th and 14th May. Tickets can be purchased from Harbury      
Pharmacy, the Library and the Theatre Group website. Do go along and support 
them. 

Ladbroke Churchôs lychgate has started to be repaired, which means that during the 
working day a diversion will be used for entry to the churchyard. Donôt forget to send 
in your artwork for the phone box project and if you still fancy participating in one of 
Ladbrokeôs guided tours do contact the Ladbroke Heritage Team to make a booking. 

A celebration of the Queenôs Platinum Jubilee is planned in Ladbroke on 5th June at 
the front area of the Bell Inn with additional activities in the Village Hall. 

Finally, our congratulations go to Catherine Gibson and Richard Butterworth on their 
wedding blessing. We extend our condolences to the families of Keith Kleinmann and 
Lisa Tebaldi. 
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MAY 
Sun   1 EASTER 3 
  Holy Communion, 9.00am 
  Zumba, 9.00am - 10.00am, Village Hall 
Mon   2 Badminton, 10.00am - 12 noon, Village Hall 
  Martial Arts, Juniors 5.45pm, Seniors 6.45pm, Village Hall 
Tue   3 Bumps and Bundles, 10.30 - 12.00 noon, Tom Hauley Room 
  Meeting Point, 12.30pm, The Crown Inn (bookings by 29th April) 
  Harbury Heritage Centre open, 7.00 - 9.00pm, Harbury School -  
  (Park Lane entrance) 
Wed    4 Wednesday Walk, meet 9.40am, Village Hall car park - Oakley Woods           
  (4 miles flat) 
  Motherôs Union, 2.00pm, meeting Karen Morris, Diocesan President 
  Ballroom Dancing, beginners 7.30pm, experienced 8.30pm, Village Hall 
Thurs   5 Holy Communion, 10.00am, Tom Hauley Room 
  Helen Barlowôs talk about the work of the Dogs Trust, 7.30pm,  
  Harbury Village Library 
Sat   7 Coffee Morning, 10.00am - 12 noon, Tom Hauley Room in aid 
  of Harbury Environmental Group 
  Ben and Sophôs Jazz, tickets - 07515 275655, 7.00pm, Village Hall 
Sun   8 EASTER 4 
  Holy Communion and Childrenôs Church, 10.30am 
  Messy Church, 3.00pm, Tom Hauley Room 
  Zumba, 9.00am - 10.00am, Village Hall 
  Icon Youth Club, 7.00 - 8.30pm, Tom Hauley Room  
Mon   9  Badminton, 10.00am - 12 noon, Village Hall 
Tue 10 Bumps and Bundles, 10.30 - 12.00 noon, Tom Hauley Room 
Wed 11 Wednesday Walk, meet 9.40am, Village Hall car park -                      
  Fawsley ï Badby bluebell wood (4 miles hilly) 
  Pleasant Pastimes, 2.00 - 4.00pm, Tom Hauley Room 
  Ballroom Dancing, beginners 7.30pm, experienced 8.30pm, Village Hall 
Thurs 12  Holy Communion, 10.00am, Tom Hauley Room 
  Harbury WI, 7.30 for 7.45pm, Tom Hauley Room - Geoff Thorpeôs  
  memories of being a vet 
  Annual Parish Meeting, 7.30pm, Harbury Village Library 
  Harbury Theatre Group presents óComedy, Music and Mayhemô 7.00pm,  
  Village Hall 
Fri 13 Deadline for Senior Citizensô trip replies, 4.30pm, Village Library 
  Harbury Theatre Group presents óComedy, Music and Mayhemô 7.00pm,  
  Village Hall 
Sat 14 Coffee Morning, 10.00am - 12 noon, Tom Hauley Room in aid of GASS 
  Harbury Theatre Group presents óComedy, Music and Mayhemô 7.00pm,  
  Village Hall 
Sun  15 EASTER 5 
  Holy Communion, 8.00am 
  All Age Service, 10.30am   
  Zumba, 9.00am - 10.00am, Village Hall 
  Harbury Heritage Centre open, 2.00 - 4.00pm, Harbury School -  
  (Park Lane entrance) 
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Mon 16 Badminton, 10.00am - 12 noon, Village Hall 
  Martial Arts, Juniors 5.45pm, Seniors 6.45pm, Village Hall 
Tue 17 Bumps and Bundles, 10.30 - 12.00 noon, Tom Hauley Room 
Wed 18 Wednesday Walk, meet 9.40am, Village Hall car park - Wootton Wawen      
  (4 miles) 
  Connections (Dementia) Caf®, 2.00 - 4.00pm, Tom Hauley Room 
  Ballroom Dancing, beginners 7.30pm, experienced 8.30pm, Village Hall 
Thurs  19 Holy Communion, 10.00am, Tom Hauley Room 
Fri 20 Harbury Society, guided tour of Ladbroke, 2.00pm 
  ADVERTS FOR THE NEXT ISSUE TO 36 MANOR ORCHARD, 
  HARBURY OR EMAIL ADVERTISING@HLNEWS.CO.UK 
Sat 21 Coffee Morning, 10.00am - 12 noon, Tom Hauley Room in aid 
  of Leicester Royal Infirmary 
  Repair Caf®, 2.00 - 4.00pm, Harbury Village Library 
  ARTICLES FOR NEXT ISSUE TO: HARBURY PHARMACY, 

HIGH ST (BY 1.00PM) OR EMAIL TO ARTICLES@HLNEWS.CO.UK BY 
5.30PM 

Sun  22 EASTER 6 
  Holy Communion and Childrenôs Church, 10.30am 
  Zumba, 9.00am - 10.00am, Village Hall 
  Icon Youth Club, 7.00 - 8.30pm, Tom Hauley Room 
Mon 23 Badminton, 10.00am - 12 noon, Village Hall 
  Martial Arts, Juniors 5.45pm, Seniors 6.45pm, Village Hall 
Tue 24 Bumps and Bundles, 10.30 - 12.00 noon, Tom Hauley Room  
Wed 25 Wednesday Walk, meet 9.40am, Village Hall Car park - Norton Lindsay       
  (5 miles) 
  Pleasant Pastimes, 2.00 - 4.00pm, Tom Hauley Room 
  Ballroom Dancing, beginners 7.30pm, experienced 8.30pm, Village Hall 
Thurs  26 Ascension Day - Holy Communion, 10.00am, Tom Hauley Room 
  Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, 7.30pm, Village Hall 
Sat 28 Coffee Morning, 10.00am - 12 noon, Tom Hauley Room in aid 
  of Southam Bowling Club 
  Harbury Local Market: 10.00am - 12.30pm, Village Hall 
Sun  29 EASTER 7 
  Holy Communion and Childrenôs Church, 10.30am 
  Zumba, 9.00am - 10.00am, Village Hall 
Mon 30 Badminton, 10.00am - 12 noon, Village Hall 
  Martial Arts, Juniors 5.45pm, Seniors 6.45pm, Village Hall 

JUNE 
Wed   1 Wednesday Walk, meet 9.40am, Village Hall car park - Boddington (4 miles) 
Thurs    2 Holy Communion, 10.00am, Tom Hauley Room 
Fri   3 óEazy Streetô playing 7.00pm, Harbury Village Club 
Sat   4 Coffee Morning, 10.00am - 12 noon, Tom Hauley Room in aid 
  of Harbury Village Show 
Sun    5 PENTECOST 
  Holy Communion, 9.00am 
  Zumba, 9.00am - 10.00am, Village Hall 
 

Dates for inclusion in the Harbury Diary please to: 
The Editorial Office, 31 Binswood End, Tel: 612155 or email articles@hlnews.co.uk 
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Easter was joyfully celebrated at both services on Easter Sunday and 
thank you to all who decorated and prepared the church for this season. 
Many, many Easter eggs were hidden around church and, hours later, 
most of them were found.  I think.  However, if you do get a little peckish 
during the next service you may well find a small chocolate egg nearby. 

Our annual meeting was held on Palm Sunday and both churchwardens 
and all current members of the Parochial Church Council were re-elected.   

On Easter Saturday the New Life needlework wall panels were at last hung up in 
church in the childrenôs corner.  Our thanks to Ros Baldwin - aided and abetted by 
Gordon - that this project was conceived, planned, executed and completed almost 
two years ago but the waiting was worth it as the result is absolutely brilliant.  The 
team of workers who came together to make these panels were - Ann Mayer, Anne 
Moore, Annette Hughes, Barbara Thistlethwaite, Carol Jackson, Charles Catt,   
Christine Williams, Eileen Picken, Elaine Barnden, Ellen Drain, Gordon Baldwin,  
Isobel Grimes, Jenny Patrick, Joan Smith, John Bristow, Karen Ellis, Kath Ching, 
Lesley Jones, Lin Hayes, Liz Grundy, Marion Dickerson, Ros Baldwin, Rosie Bristow, 
Rosie Rainbow, Ruth Guy, Sue Cook and Sylvia Barrett. What talented people we 
have in this village. 

Festival of Hope: - 

We are in the early stages of planning a Festival of Hope in church 
from Saturday 25th June through the following week to Sunday 3rd 
July.  We will be showing, not only our new wall panels, but also 
the Churches Together Quilt of Hope which was created by  

churches across Leamington during the pandemic.  There will be floral arrangements 
and displays of the work the church does in the community. We are hoping to provide 
musical entertainment and afternoon teas every weekday. Please make a note in 

Refuse Collection Rota 
 Deppers Bridge Harbury, Ladbroke &  

Deppers Bridge outlying properties Collection Week 
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your diary - it should be well worth it. The second weekend is also Garden Walkabout 
so a good time to welcome friends and family to Harbury.  

If you have any questions or want to join in and find out more about what goes on 
then please contact either of us.  Liz McBride (612421) or Michael Vincent (614806). 

FROM THE REGISTERS  ññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ   

Wedding Blessing 
26th March   Catherine Gibson and Richard Butterworth 

 

Much Done; More to Do 

Itôs good to record progress after so long. Like everything, the cost of restoring and 
improving the church is rising, so time is even more of a priority. Philip Mayer, who is 
heading the Heat, Light and Stone project, feels confident in issuing a letter of intent 
to Mellor and Mottram, the heating contractor who will install the boilers and radiant 
panels in the church. We expect that the heating will be replaced between August 
and October, so the church will be closed for three months. That at least ensures that 
we are protected from future price rises, and prevents another cold Christmas in 
church.  

Installing the heating will mean significant scaffolding inside the church. So will the 
new lighting and sound system. Clearly, we want the scaffolding to be used for both 
the heating, and the lighting and sound. So, we are waiting on approval from the  
Diocese on the latter. We have answered all their questions; the ball is in their court. 

Approval for the essential external stone and brickwork repairs is still slowing us 
down. The Diocesan architectural advisor has had our proposal for nine months, but 
had not realised there are so many stones to repair and has asked for photographs 
marked up to show the extent of the stones to be replaced and/or repaired, indicating 
the source of new stone. The architect, stone mason and building contractor        
prepared a report which was quickly submitted but unfortunately has raised further 
detailed questions.  

We cannot appeal to funding bodies, including Garfield Weston, HS2, Biffa, The  
Congregational & General Charitable Trust and Coventry Diocese Church Fabric 
Fund until we have approval for every aspect of the Heat, Light and Stone project.        
Currently, the delay on the stonework approval delays everything. 

The village response to our fundraising appeal has been tremendous. To date, we 
have raised about Ã135,000. This includes Ã900 from the Winter Woollies concert, 
and receipts from two private lunches held by Lin and Keith Hayes. Lin is organising 
an open fundraising lunch in the Village Hall on 21st May. Tickets will cost Ã10 for a 
two-course meal with tea or coffee to follow. 

HEAT, LIGHT & STONE  ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññ- 

John Stringer 
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The Churches Together Quilt of Hope is a Diocesan project, patching together     
individually sewn squares to make a huge blanket. Ros Baldwin has reserved it for 
us to display in church from Wednesday 22nd June to Sunday 3rd July. It will head a 
fundraising event over the weekend of 25th/26th June, to include a display of the  
building planned for the church. 

A second appeal for donations is needed. Costs are rising; and the more we can 
raise locally, the more we can apply for in matching grants. 

In April we had an interesting talk by Gian Clare, the husband of Rani whom we met 
last year. As a young man, he was inspired by Dag Hamerskold, then Secretary  
General of the United Nations. This led him to form a local branch of which he served 
as secretary. He led us through the gradually growing awareness of the precarious 
state of planet Earth, especially referring to the Lordôs entrustment of its stewardship 
to humankind. Itôs still work in progress, but he does see that progress, however 
slow, is happening. 

On 4th May we shall hear our Diocesan President, Karen Morris, explain her vision for 
MU locally and further afield. Visitors are welcome; we meet in the Tom Hauley 
Room, starting with a communion service at 2pm. 

Members are invited to note the dates of our Festival of Hope, 25th June  to 3rd July, 
when help as welcomers and tea hostesses will be needed, as well as bringing 
friends to see the displays. 

MAY  
Sun    1 EASTER 3 
  Family Communion, 10.30am, followed by refreshments  
Tue    3 Photography Club outing to Radway Meadows 
Wed    4 Parish Council, 7.45pm 
Sun    8 EASTER 4 
  Holy Communion, 9.00am (sung) 
Tue  10 WI, 7.30pm, Village Hall 
Wed  11 Parish Council, 7.45pm, Village Hall 
Sun  15 EASTER 5 
  Holy Communion, 9.00am (BCP) 
  Church Geology, 10.30am and 2pm and Rock Detectives 2pm,  
  Church (must book on Eventbrite, search for Ladbroke Heritage)    
Fri  20 Closing date for Exhibition in Phone Box entries  
  ADVERTS FOR THE NEXT ISSUE TO 36 MANOR ORCHARD, 
  HARBURY OR EMAIL ADVERTISING@HLNEWS.CO.UK 
Sat 21 ARTICLES FOR NEXT ISSUE TO: HARBURY PHARMACY, 

HIGH ST (BY 1.00PM) OR EMAIL TO ARTICLES@HLNEWS.CO.UK BY 
5.30PM 

 

 
LADBROKE NEWS & DIARY 
http://www.ladbroke-pc.org.uk  

 
MOTHERSõ UNION 
Gillian Hare 
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Sun  22 EASTER 6        
  Holy Communion, 9.00am (sung) 
Sun  29 EASTER 7 
  Holy Communion, 9.00am  

JUNE  
Thurs    2 Exhibition in Phone Box starts 
Sun    5 WHITSUNDAY/PENTECOST 
  Family Communion, 10.30am, followed by refreshments 
  Village Jubilee Celebration from 3pm, front car park at The Bell Inn 
Tue    7 Photography Club outing on wildlife photography 

We held our Annual Church Meeting on 3rd April and a new PCC was elected.  ñNewò 
is not entirely accurate as all the existing members were re-elected: 

Church Wardens:  Sue Moore and Peter Rigby 

Deanery Synod Reps: Sue Lord and Jenny Rigby 

PCC Members:  Margie Bosworth, Janet Moore, Jackie West,              
    David Wright 

The Annual Reports and the Accounts were also received and approved. If anyone 
would like copies, please email us at the address below. 

During the week leading up to Easter we held some extra services including a      
devotional service led by the choir on Good Friday. On Easter Day itself we had a 
congregation of 45;  special thanks to those who cleaned, decorated the Church with 
flowers and provided Easter eggs for hunting. 

During May the lychgate is due to be repaired as part of the All Saints for All       
Generation Project. As a result, the Church, the lychgate and the stone stile next to it 
will be closed during working hours (Monday - Friday). During this period access to 
the churchyard will still be possible via the field (which can in turn be accessed via 
the gate opposite Lodge House). Access at evenings and weekends should not be 
affected and Sunday services will take place as normal. 

Services and events this month: 

Sunday 1st May  10.30am Family Communion 

Sunday 8th May   9.00am Holy Communion  

Sunday 15th May    9.00am  Holy Communion (BCP) 

Sunday 22nd May   9.00am Holy Communion 

Sunday 29th May    9.00am  Holy Communion 

Sunday 5th June  10.30am Family Communion 

 

LADBROKE CHURCH NEWS 
Peter Rigby 
www.ladbrokechurch.org.uk 
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FROM THE REGISTERS  ññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ  

Baptism 
3rd April  Rory Moore 

Funeral 
14th April  Keith Kleinmann 

 

www.ladbrokechurch.org.uk         ladbrokechurch@gmail.com 

On Tuesday evening, 12th April, the ladies of the 
Ladbroke and Deppers Bridge W.I. met for their 
monthly meeting.  The theme for April was 
"Puddings - a Tasting Session for the Queen's  
Jubilee". 

As usual the ladies came up trumps, and provided 
an attractive and delicious selection of              
puddings.  The following is a list of the puddings, 
there for all to share and taste: 

Raspberry and Lemon Roulade, Summer Fruit 
Pudding, Tiramisu, Maltesers Cheese Cake, 
Sponge Cake with Strawberries and edible gold 
spray, Banoffee Pie, Ginger Chocolate Mousse, 
and Ginger & Passion Fruit Trifle. 

It would have been hard to choose a favourite as 
each one was delicious. Well done ladies! 

The business meeting followed when we were all 
too full to eat any more. 

We went through the forthcoming programme 
which Dianne has now printed and copies were 
distributed. 

May: Annual meeting where we will discuss and vote on this yearôs resolution 
ñWomen and Girls with ASD and ADHD - (under identified, under diagnosed,        
misdiagnosed, under supported). Our Link Trustee will be coming along to this   
meeting. 

On 17th May we have an extra guided tour around Harbury, starting around 7pm, 
weather permitting. 

LADBROKE & DEPPERS BRIDGE WI 
Carol Lane 
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June: The Queenôs Jubilee afternoon tea celebration. The Welsh Road Warblers are 
coming along to help entertain us. Red, white and blue theme. 

July:  We have a speaker talking about the railways in Japan during the war. 

August: A coach outing is being arranged by Sue Dargan to the National Memorial 
Arboretum with refreshments on arrival and tours around the gardens or you can go 
on your own to see the memorials yourselves. 

September: A talk on Hill Close Gardens 

October: L&DB WI 50th Birthday Party 

November: Penny Varley - telling us about her life as a Studio Potter, we may also 
be able to have a go and perhaps take a keepsake home. 

December: Of course, our Christmas meal, yet to be arranged. 

There are several other Federation events such as a Golf Taster Day and a visit to 
the Hay on Wye Book Festival, but information on these and other events can be 
found on the WI Website. Other local events are Stockton Fashion Show and an 
evening at our ñTwinnedò WI, Willoughby, for an evening of ñFunny Turnsò            
entertainment. 

The WFWI Annual Meeting returns this year in July to Dallas Burston, fingers 
crossed. 

Carol Rhodes & Joan Perry 

The Ladbroke Matters team looks after the Village Hall and the Millennium Green. To 
help with this we organise regular fundraising events so that we can continue to offer 
both facilities for the benefit of our community. 

Our coffee morning in the Village Hall on Saturday 9th April was well 
attended including a number of our four legged friends. We raised an 
excellent total of Ã400 which has been sent to the British Red Cross 
Ukraine fund. The next coffee morning is planned for Saturday 7th May 
from 10am in the Village Hall.  Again, all are welcome including       
children and dogs. 

The Queenôs Platinum Jubilee celebration is planned for Sunday 5th 
June commencing at 3.00pm. The event is in conjunction with the Bell 
Inn who will provide food from their food truck. The venue is in the front 
area of the Bell where there will be various activities including a bouncy 
castle for children. There will be additional activities in the Village Hall 
including a photography exhibition. More details will be announced 
shortly. 

If you would like to book the Village Hall, please contact Debs (07779 225105 or 
email debs.dptv@gmail.com) 

LADBROKE MATTERS 
Alan Lord 
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If you would like to join the Ladbroke Matters team or have suggestions or            
comments, please contact the Trustees (details on the Ladbroke website) 

LADBROKE VILLAGE HALL MILLENNIUM DRAW FOR MARCH 2022 

Ã50      Simon and Jackie West  Ã50      Andy Hay 

Ã25      Jill Norgate    Ã25      Sue Lord 

Ã25      Jo Rose    Ã10      Miranda Lowman 

Ã10      Laura Taylor   Ã10      Debs and Seth Brown 

Margaret Bosworth  

Repairs 

Good news! Repairs to our Grade 2 listed lychgate have started at the contractorôs 
workshop thanks to support from the National Lottery Heritage Fund and many    
generous people. They should start on site at the beginning of May. The lychgate will 
have permanent scaffolding at the sides and no-one will be able to go through while 
the contractors are actually working on it. So, as that is the main access to the 
church from 3rd May until they finish in June:  

¶ Ladbroke church will be closed Monday-Friday. It will be open on Saturdays 
and Sundays as usual (10am - 4pm) and Sunday services will not be      
affected. 

¶ If you wish to enter or leave the churchyard during the working day please 
use the field gate and footpath through Farmyard Field. 

¶ You can walk through the lychgate before the contractors arrive, in the  
evening and at weekends. 

Sorry for any inconvenience.   

Whatôs On This Month 

A Picture a Day in the Month of May   

Follow Ladbroke Heritage on Facebook and Instagram to see more photographs of 
our lovely village where a new picture will be shared each day. We have the first  
couple of weeksô images ready to go but welcome more for later in the month ï 
please email your photos to ladbrokechurch89@btinternet.com If you donôt use    
Facebook or Instagram each weekôs pictures will also appear on our website,        
ladbrokeheritage.org.uk   

 

 

LADBROKE GENERAL NEWS 

LADBROKE HERITAGE  ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññ-- 

Jackie West 
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Church Geology  

As a follow up to the fascinating workshop last year on Graveyard Geology, on   
Sunday 15th May, we welcome back Philip Powell and Nina Morgan on who will 
show us the veritable treasure trove of stones used to make Ladbroke Church and 
the fossils you can see in some of them... if you know where to look. There are two 
sessions, 10.30am and 2pm and we are also offering Rock Detectives for             
accompanied children at 2pm too. More details and booking on Eventbrite (search for 
Ladbroke Heritage) or email ladbrokechurch89@btinternet.com 

Ladbroke Phone Box Comes to Life 

Jasmine, one of our Duke of Edinburgh volunteers 
needs your help. Sheôs looking to borrow, artwork, 
in any media, photography or poetry for a      
Jubilee exhibition in the phone box. Donôt worry 
that it will get damaged, we will make a copy to  
display and return your original. Donôt worry either 
that your work might not be good enough - itôs the 
taking part that counts - we welcome creative work 
from all ages 3 to 103. 

Ideally entries will be: 32 x 18cm (landscape) or 16 
x 18cm (portrait) to display one or two per window 
in the phone box, but we can scale up or down  
during copying. 

The creative piece should be based on one of 
the three following themes:  

¶ Ladbroke heritage, e.g. a view, the 
church, an historic building or a past event 

¶ The Queenôs Jubilee, e.g. something    
representing the Queen, her life, homes, 
interests or accomplishments  

¶ Ladbrokeôs nature, e.g. a representation of any nature found in our village 

Once completed and ready to be copied please contact Jasmine directly if you know 
her or phone 01926 810331 or email ladbrokechurch89@btinternet.com  Closing 
date for entries 20th May 2022. The exhibition starts on Jubilee weekend. 

Book Your Talk and/or Guided Tour 

We have seven trained guides ready to take you on a tour of all Ladbroke has to 
offer; church history, village history, stained glass, geology, nature, and of course the 
story of Alice and Robert Dudley. These tours have been very well received with  
excellent feedback.  So, if you would like to bring friends, relatives or even a group to 
Ladbroke to see for yourself, please contact me on 01926 815196 or email to        
nicolalewis1958@gmail.com 

The Bell Inn would welcome you for lunch or an evening meal too.  

Jackie has now given many talks to local organisations. She has a range of talks 
available, each accompanied by high quality photos. If you would like to book a talk 
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on Stained Glass, Church Repairs, Ladbroke Village or Alice and the Adventurer, 
please call Jackie on 01926 810331 or email ladbrokechurch89@btinternet.com 

Thanks to You - Our Stained Glass in the 
Spotlight  

On Saturday 26th March, the National Lottery 
promoted a range of events as a thank you to 
Lottery players. Here in Ladbroke, Jackie gave 
three very detailed tours of our beautiful 
Stained Glass windows. Those who came were 
impressed both by our Stained Glass and  
Jackieôs information. The history of, and stories 
contained within, our windows always interests 
people, and Jackie explained this with her usual 
knowledge and enthusiasm. And we all enjoyed 
coffee, cake and a chat afterwards.  

School Visits - At Last! 

The fact that school trips have been a big    
casualty of Covid restrictions, and many children have missed out on days out and 
adventures was really brought home when Year 3 from St James C of E Academy 
visited us last month. Two of the youngsters said, ñItôs the best school day Iôve ever 
had.ò We wanted to give them a good time but this was way beyond our               
expectations!   

School visits are within our project remit and we are keen to do more ï either here at 
Ladbroke or supporting other churches to do something similar with their local      
primary school. Whatôs more this calendar year, thanks to the support of National 
Lottery Heritage Fund, we can provide free coach transport to Ladbroke for schools 
within 15 miles or so. Do pass the message on if you know of any schools that might 
be interested. 

We have two subjects on offer so far, both closely aligned with the curriculum, RE 
and Rocks, and for the St James visit on 1st April their teacher chose both.  

So 24 pupils had not one but two sessions of hands-on 
activities on Rocks, the first at school the day before, and 
then during the visit itself, when the rocks changed from 
samples in the classroom to the walls of the church,    
complete with fossils and signs of erosion from weather, 
bees and even arrow sharpening. The majority of the time 
at Ladbroke was spent doing activities about prayer (that 
termôs RE topic) or linked with the codes and symbols in 
Ladbroke Church and its stained glass. Lunchtime       
feedback was that making wristbands with beads          
representing the five elements of Christian prayer (Praise, 
Ask, Sorry, Thanks, Amen) was the most popular, with 
searching for symbols on gravestones and designing their 
own family shield not far behind. Our volunteers were    
impressed by how much they already knew about prayer 
and the poignant words and pictures they added to our 
prayer tree. 
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Our Treasure Trail Takes Shape 

On 13th April, experienced illustrator, Jessica Hartshorn, led two childrenôs workshops 
in Ladbroke Village Hall. We invited children to come and help us design our        
Ladbroke Treasure Trail. 

It will involve answering clues around the village to find ñRobertôs stash of treasureò, 
an idea based around Robert Catesby of the Gunpowder Plot ï and one time owner 
of the Manor of Ladbroke. 

Jessica started by giving the children key tips on how to draw and create characters 
using basic drawing skills. They soon got the hang of it, and then chose a character 
or animal to draw and illustrate using paints. Farmer Read, Widow Richardson,    
Sarah Cook and many others will appear in the trail and could know where the   
treasure is hidden. 

We are now in the process of scanning all the illustrations, and these will be included 
in our treasure trail, to be launched soon. Itôll be a fun activity for kids over the     
summer holidays so watch this space for how to get a copy.  

 

Council Merger: On the day I wrote this piece, a surprise announcement was made 
that the Conservative leadership of the two Councils have decided that the merger 
cannot go ahead as anticipated.  Work to assess the viability of the merger had been 
going on, both at central government (who would have to decide whether to permit it) 
and between Warwick and Stratford Councils. We knew detailed investigation work 
was expected, and was showing that the financial factors to align the two councils 
with one another may have been challenging, but I am concerned to learn that the 
merger has been called off at this late stage and after a considerable amount of time 
and money has been spent on it. Financial savings were being forecast from the 
merger and the question now must be what happens if those savings don't arrive. A 
special council meeting to discuss the situation is to be called on 11th May. 

Covid: I am sure everyone knows someone with Covid, or has had it themselves. 
The severity and post infection effects appear to vary widely, but absenteeism has 
been having an effect on public services, including the health services. I have found 
it has become more difficult to get objective data locally by age, but infection rates 
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