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As mentioned in the 
Harbury Church Wardensô 
article this month, the 
daffodils and primroses in 
the churchyard have been a 
lovely sight. Andy Shiellôs 
photograph has caught 
them in all their glory. 

From the 12
th
 April onwards 

when restrictions start to be 
lifted, no doubt everyone 
will be looking forward to 
getting a haircut, having an 
outside drink and/or meal at 
the pub and maybe doing a 

spot of retail therapy in person. In Harbury you will be able to enter the library 
to browse books again and pick up coffee and cake from Biblioôs. If youôve 
developed a problem with your bicycle during lockdown with the extra 
exercise youôve all been doing (!), the Bicycle Repair Clinic may be able to 
help and should be opening up in the carpark behind the library in April - see 
article. 

The Scouting Leaders are urgently looking for additional volunteers to enable 
Beavers and Cubs to resume after Easter. If you think that you may be able 
to assist then please do get in touch with them. 

Bob Sherman from the Harbury Energy Initiative will be recruiting project 
participants from Harbury to take part in Project ADVENT, a monitoring 
programme to check the resilience of our electricity network. If you are 
interested in applying to participate please see the article. 

In Ladbroke they have been busy working on their church and village trail 
leaflets, the summer activities programme and they will also look to resume 
their work on the óWhoôs in the Churchyard 2ô project. 

Donôt forget that on Thursday 6
th
 May residents will go to the polls to have 

their say on who represents them on Warwickshire County Council and also 
as the Warwickshire Police and Crime Commissioner. Voting will be as usual 
in the Village Halls of both villages between 7.00am and 10.00pm. We carry 
profiles for the WCC candidates who are known to be standing as we go to 
press.  

Finally, we extend our condolences to the families of Hazel Harrison and    
Pat Hearn. 

 

Editorial 
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APRIL 
Sun   4 EASTER DAY  
  Celebration Service, 9.00am, at Church 
Wed   7 Wednesday Walk, meet 9.40am, Village Hall Carpark (walks in  
  group of 6) 
Thurs    8 Harbury WI meeting, 7.30pm, by Zoom, followed by a talk        
  ñThe Edge of Doomò 
Sun 11 EASTER 2  
  Holy Communion, 10.30am at Church  
Mon 12  Library now open for inside browsing each Monday, 10.00am -    
  12 noon  
Wed 14 Wednesday Walk, meet 9.40am, Village Hall Carpark (walks in  
  group of 6) 

Biblioôs Caf® now open for takeaway refreshments each 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, 10.00am - 12 noon 

Thurs 15 Library now open for inside browsing each Thursday 2.00 -  
  4.00pm 
Sat 17 Harbury Bicycle Repair Clinic, 2.00 - 4.00pm, carpark behind  
  library 
Sun 18 EASTER 3  
  Holy Communion, 10.30am at Church  
Tue 20 ADVERTS FOR THE NEXT ISSUE TO 36 MANOR ORCHARD, 
  HARBURY OR EMAIL ADVERTISING@HLNEWS.CO.UK 
Wed 21 Wednesday Walk, meet 9.40am, Village Hall Carpark (walks in  
  group of 6) 
Thurs  22 ARTICLES FOR NEXT ISSUE TO: HARBURY PHARMACY, 
  HIGH ST OR EMAIL TO ARTICLES@HLNEWS.CO.UK BY  
  5.30PM 
Sun 25 EASTER 4 
  Holy Communion, 10.30am at Church  

MAY 
Thurs    6 Local Elections, 7.00am ï 10.00pm, Village Hall 

Harbury Diary 

May Edition -  Harbury & Ladbroke News 

Adverts to: 36 Manor Orchard, Harbury or e-mail to                                
advertising@hlnews.co.uk by 20

th 
April 

Articles to: Harbury Pharmacy, High Street or e-mail to                           
articles@hlnews.co.uk by 5.30pm, Thursday 22

nd
 April 
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As we commemorate the one year anniversary of lockdown due to the 
pandemic, it seems that we have been surrounded by bad news for the past 
12 months. The strain on the NHS, the impact on the economy and 
education, the loss of loved ones and the enforced isolation has affected us 
all. Sometimes the focus on Coronavirus has eclipsed all the other things 
going on in the world. For example, last year Category 4 Hurricanes Eta and 
Iota devastated lives and communities in Guatemala, Honduras, and 
Nicaragua; and currently in Australia, New South Wales has been hit by once 
in a century flooding. Perhaps you remember that huge explosion in Beirut 
that left over 200 people dead and thousands injured and, as always, a 
variety of conflicts have continued to cause misery and suffering across the 
world. 

Maybe we wonder where God is in all of this. Maybe we are tempted to blame 
him for allowing these things in the first place. 

Of course, much of what we term natural disasters are simply a consequence 
of our planet Earth being a place where life can develop and thrive in the first 
place. Plate tectonics, the process responsible for earthquakes, also recycles 
carbon, which stabilises the planetôs temperature. Plate tectonics is also 
involved in the production of the magnetic field that protects our planet from 
dangerous charged particles from the sun. 

Hurricanes are a natural and recurring consequence of our dynamic climate 
system, although much of the scientific community believe they are 

Refuse Collection Rota 
 

Deppers Bridge 
Harbury, Ladbroke &  

Deppers Bridge outlying 
properties 

Collection Week 

 Wed Fri  

7 9 Grey Bin 

14 16 Green & Blue Lid Bins 

21 23 Grey Bin 

28 30 Green & Blue Lid Bins 

 5 7 Grey Bin 

12 14 Green & Blue Lid Bins 

19 21 Grey Bin 

Ap
ril 

M
ay

 

From the Rector        
Rev Andy Batchelor 

The Rectory, Vicarage Lane, Harbury (  01926 714295  *  rev.andyb@gmail.com 
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worsening as a result of man-made global warming. Even viruses have 
played a vital part in the evolution of human beings despite the many deaths 
they sometimes cause. 

God could have created a world where we are protected from all danger, but 
without risk how dull would life be, and how much wonder and beauty would 
we lose? A snowstorm can be deadly for anyone caught out in it, but it 
transforms the landscape around us into something magical. Climbing a 
mountain, sailing an ocean, exploring the moon are risky endeavours, but that 
longing for adventure and challenge are an intrinsic part of human nature, 
and we celebrate those who are brave enough to overcome that risk. 

Some of the blame for human suffering must lie squarely at our door. Global 
warming, ethnic cleansing, and famines, are something we have caused, or 
allow to happen. There is even a persuasive theory that COVID 19 originated 
in a Chinese laboratory. We look the other way while so many live in 
conditions which put them at risk, we allow injustice and prejudice to wreck 
lives and communities. And yet sometimes our response to disaster also 
brings out the best in us, displayed in courage, compassion, and generosity. 
We have seen this displayed time and again during the past year. 

Maybe in all of this there are lessons we need to learn, maybe we can heed 
Godôs call to make our world a better place by the way in which we care for 
each other, and take responsibility for one another, something Jesus 
demonstrated so vividly when he gave up his life for us, his friends. 

Hooray. We are returning to church for services from Palm Sunday and 
continuing each Sunday through April and May. Thatôs the intention as we 
write this on 25

th
 March. At the moment one service is planned for each 

Sunday. All the same guidelines as before are in place for services - you 
know the drill - facemasks, sanitise hands on entry, keep socially distanced, 
well ventilated space (no problem) and no singing.  Please call Liz on 612421 
in the week before the service if you wish to come, to book your space.   

The services on 11
th
, 18

th
 and 25

th
 April are at 10.30am. It is still a little chilly 

in church so do come in warm clothes. The services in church will also be 
available live on Zoom and will be recorded and available on Facebook or 
YouTube.   

Although public worship and private prayer is allowed in church, the          
Tom Hauley Room will still need to remain closed. According to the 
government ñRoadmap out of lockdownò this will not be allowed to open 
before mid-May, at the earliest.   

The Easter Trail was a new venture this year. This is a form of reflection, 
mainly for children, for Holy Week around the villages of Harbury and 
Ladbroke. Thank you to all those who took part and to the group who planned 

From the Churchwardens 

Liz & Michael 
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and executed the trail. We had great fun at our Zoom meetings getting to 
know new people while we tried to work out what we were doing. We hope 
we succeeded as this has yet to happen at the time of writing! 

If you donôt pass church on your daily walk, do take a little detour one day and 
have a look at the churchyard. The daffodils and primroses look fantastic and 
donôt know the meaning of social distancing! 

Please do contact either of us should you need help or have any queries 
relating to church life. 

Liz McBride (tel: 612421) and Michael Vincent (tel: 614806) 

Heat, Light and Stone; Slow Progress 

The wheels of the Diocesan Advisory Committee (DAC) 
grind slowly. It reputedly took five years for one 
Warwickshire church to gain approval for a toilet. And 
sadly, our application is also taking time. Their adviser 
has a preference for traditional space heating (warming 
the air in the church and Tom Hauley Room) rather than 
the more efficient radiant heaters (heating the 
congregation directly, rather like the sun) that we have 
chosen. We aim for our heating to be low-cost,              

low-maintenance, and zero-carbon. We hope that we can reach agreement in 
principle with the DAC in order for our application to be considered by the 
DAC on 29

th
 April. 

One benefit of removing the gas heaters from the Tom Hauley Room is that 
the one in the lobby that faces you as you enter can be removed, clearing the 
wall completely and offering the chance of a new door directly into the 
memorial garden, with wheelchair access. At present, the garden can only be 
accessed by walking right round the church. So this has been added to the 
development plan. 

Itôs a pity all the work wasnôt completed before the lockdown. Our electrical 
improvements, and the installation of WiFi, would have made it possible to 
Zoom events like weddings to those who were unable to attend in person. But 
future weddings can be enjoyed by faraway relatives as they happen, via the 
Internet. 

We are preparing grant applications to match the generous donations, made 
a year ago, of Harburyôs congregation and villagers. The appeal is not over; 
the more we raise, the less we shall be dependent on grants, and the higher 
the matching funding. 

Hereôs a poem in the series ówhat my church means to meô from another 
anonymous poet. It celebrates the atmosphere of our village church. 
Contributions - in prose or poetry - are warmly welcomed by 
john23stringer@gmail.com. Thank you. 

John Stringer 
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The Church 

In the shelter of the lichened lychgate 

a congregation of gathered leaves 

chatter hesitantly  

waiting for the breath of God to shepherd, fold them quiet and still 

in a safe corner. 

The stone sure patient path leads through gap-toothed graveyard 

to divine devotion, duty, praise and prayer.  

 

Door half open, door half closed 

here certainty and uncertainty meet to worship  

different deities. 

Here for the certain and the doubting is all loveliness and gestures 

known and warm. 

Here is solid stone sanctuary for storm-ripped souls, 

for the easy and uneasy evenly familiar. 

 

Are the silences more sacred? 

The gaps between the words, space framed by ancient stones and beams, 

columns of dreams and hopes,  

exhortations, incantations, expirations and new birth 

rise into the stained glass streamed sunlight, specked 

with prayer and praise 

high above the hard-backed pews and trenchant views. 

 

They come for whispered words or hallowed walls. 

Some believe and some grieve 

some doubt, some need the company of saints and souls  

of chant and creed 

the bond of simple Sunday friendship. 

But who will reach beyond the ritual and the rite  

to that breathless exhilarating wondrous but uncertain light? 
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We hope you enjoyed marking Mothering Sunday with the 
piece of Simnel Cake; it was good to have some doorstep 
chats as we brought it round. I hope some of us were able 
virtually to join the Diocesan service for Lady Day. Now 
most of us are receiving our second vaccines and will be 
more confident to return to worship in Church as we 
celebrate the risen Christ at Easter.  

Harbury and Ladbroke Easter Trails 
Many thanks to all who took part in setting up the Easter 
Trails in Harbury and Ladbroke. They are running 
through to Easter Day on 4

th
 April from 10am - 4pm 

every day. Also thank you to anyone who joined in the 
fun by creating their own Easter Garden. 

If you have collected all your jigsaw pieces, donôt forget to claim your Easter 
Egg from Harbury Church from 2 - 4pm on Easter Sunday and also the 
following Wednesday (7

th
 April) or Ladbroke Church on Easter Sunday 2-      

4 pm from church or contact Sue Wright 07768 333675 for a convenient time. 

Ann Clucas 

APRIL 
Sun    4 EASTER DAY 

 Family Communion, 10.30am 
  Bring your Easter Trail jigsaw to church for a treat, 2.00 - 4.00pm 
Sun  11 EASTER 2 
  Holy Communion, 9.00am 
Sun  18 EASTER 3 
  Holy Communion (BCP), 9.00am 
Tue 20 ADVERTS FOR THE NEXT ISSUE TO 36 MANOR ORCHARD, 
  HARBURY OR EMAIL ADVERTISING@HLNEWS.CO.UK 
Thurs  22 ARTICLES FOR NEXT ISSUE TO: HARBURY PHARMACY, 
  HIGH ST OR EMAIL  ARTICLES@HLNEWS.CO.UK BY 5.30PM 
Sun  25 EASTER 4 
  Holy Communion, 9.00am 

MAY 
Sun    2 Family Communion, 10.30am 
Wed    5 Parish Council, 7.45 pm, by Zoom 
Thurs    6  Local Elections,7.00am ï 10.00pm, Village Hall 

Mothersô Union 

Gillian Hare 

 

Ladbroke News & Diary 
http://www.ladbroke-pc.org.uk  



9   

 

During March our regular Zoom Sunday services, followed by virtual coffee 
and chat, have continued.  We have now made the decision to re-open for 
Sunday services in person, so our services for the coming month will be: 

4
th
 April  10.30am Easter Day Family Communion 

11
th
 April   9.00am  Holy Communion 

18
th
 April   9.00am  Holy Communion 

25
th
 April   9.00am  Holy Communion 

2
nd
 May  10.30am Family Communion 

We are still subject to Coronavirus restrictions regarding social distancing, 
singing and chatting indoors afterwards and the scaffolding is still in place in 
the Chancel. Because of our space limitations it is advisable to book a seat in 
advance by emailing ladbrokechurch@gmail.com (If you do not book, we 
shall still try to fit you in but we shall not be able to guarantee that we are able 
to do so). 

A reminder that the Church is open for private prayer on Sundays at the end 
of the service until 4.00pm, and if you would like to be added to our email list 
please contact ladbrokechurch@gmail.com 

Official minutes can be viewed on the noticeboard by The Bell Inn or on the 
parish council page of the website. https://sites.google.com/site/ladbrokevillage/
parish-council/pc-meetings 

Speeding: Each meeting begins with a slot for the public to bring topics and 
this time concerns were raised about vehicles not respecting the 30mph zone 
past the church but accelerating straight after the bend. This, coupled with an 
increase in walkers and horse riders using the road and more traffic despite 
lockdown, has made nearby residents very concerned someone will get 
seriously injured. Solutions to speeding are on the council's radar, though 
investigations into a moveable speed indicator sign have not progressed 
since last time.  Apparently HS2 gave money to WCC for road safety but it 
was questioned if they only release funds after accidents have happened, to 
prevent recurrence. The Alibone Trust might be another source of funding, 
especially as it was set up centuries ago to support roads in the parish, 
before local government was responsible for them. Cllr Rock offered to obtain 
satnav speed data as he has done for other locations.  

Ladbroke Church News 

Peter Rigby  

www.ladbrokechurch.org.uk 

 

 

Ladbroke Parish Council 

Jackie West 
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WCC and SDC: Written reports were provided and not discussed during 
the meeting, so do read the District Councillor's report in the magazine a few 
pages on. 

Planning: The new porch at Attwood Cottage had been refused and 
alternative plans submitted, there would be no representation on this nor for 
the listed building application for internal repair at Ladbroke Hall. The 
application for changes at Cornerstones had been withdrawn; concerns had 
been raised about the level of activity there before planning approval, 
especially relating to the road and the enforcement team at WCC were aware 
of this. 

HS2: Footpath SM33 from Ladbroke to Southam is being closed for 2.5 
years. Lots of hedge clearance and fencing work has started along the A423 
and the Kineton road near the overbridge location. The Tunnel Boring 
Machine (TBM) components are arriving, it should be fully assembled by 
June, bore the first tunnel in about seven months, then be dismantled, 
transferred back and bore the second tunnel. It seems that local civil 
engineering works are going slower than expected. Cllr Rock will seek 
clarification on the impact of this on the closure of the A425. 

Parish Council Website: the clerk is transferring information to a new 
site and demonstrated it so far. She reported it was easy to set up and she 
could also set up a parallel website on a free Hugo Fox community template 
for the village, if required. 

New Village Map: It's planned this will fill the open part of the village 
noticeboard by the postbox, technical details are awaited.  

Annual Village Meeting: this will be delayed until we can meet in person. 

Next meeting: Brought forward to Wednesday 5
th
 May, by Zoom, contact 

the clerk for joining details. 

It was with great sadness that we learned of 
the death of our president, Hazel Harrison, 
in February. Hazel had been an enthusiastic 
member of the WI for many years and 
served as our treasurer before becoming 
president. Skilled in the use of many crafts, 
she was generous in sharing her gifts with 
others and led a number of evenings where 
we had fun learning something new. A great 
baker, Hazel was renowned for her scones 
and mince pies which she provided for a 
number of organisations at Christmas. 
Although Hazel was involved in a wide 
range of other activities, including two large 
choirs, she always found time to offer 

Ladbroke & Deppers Bridge Womenôs 
Institute     Carol Lane & Dianne Surgey 
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support when needed. She had a great sense of fun and there was much 
laughter when Hazel was around. 

Hazelôs life was celebrated at Oakley Wood on the 24
th
 March and the service 

opened with óThe Roseô which was one of the favourite songs in the Karousel 
choir repertoire. Hazel had written óMemories of My Lifeô which were read out 
as was the poem which Hazel sent as a message to all óFeel no Guilt in 
Laughterô. 

We will all miss her so much and we send our deepest condolences to Mick, 
Vanessa and the whole family at this very sad time. 

Donations to Warwickshire Air Ambulance have been made in memory of 
Hazel. 

The Annual Federation Meeting will be held on Wednesday 28
th
 April on 

Zoom between 10 and 11.30am. The speakers will be Chef Brian Turner CBE 
and Mary Rhodes from BBC Midlands News. If you are interested in attending 
please let Joan know before 19

th
 April. 

Ladbroke Village Hall Millennium Draw for February 2021 

Ã50         Laura Taylor   Ã50         Steve Morten 

Ã25         Kevin and Kate Pickin  Ã25         Dianne and Trevor Surgey 

Ã25         Cara Jenkins   Ã10         John Lowman 

Ã10         Keith Archer   Ã10         Simon and Jackie West 

Margaret Bosworth 

Ladbroke Heritage                    

 

Church Repairs 

The stonemasons were off on other jobs for much of March but returned at 
the end of the month to do the final stone on the tower (the gap reminded me 
of a missing tooth - good to see it filled) and replace some other stones. 
These were the six on the south aisle that have been crumbling away due to 
masonry bee erosion and the ones above the porch doorway failing due to 
general weathering.  At the chancel end of the building, good use was made 
of the top level of scaffolding to paint the gutters there (thanks Andy) and do 
some roof maintenance before the "scaffs" whisked it away to somewhere 
else.   

Ladbroke General Section 
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The list of tasks still to do (this time round) is slowly getting smaller. By the 
time you read this, two more windows should have the glass back and stone 
conservators done their magic with the heads of the windows. During April we 
expect work to start on the buttresses and other stonework at the east end of 
the chancel. The external scaffold will be modified for this but the internal one 
will stay a while longer as the glaziers need it to return the stained glass 
windows when these have been re-leaded. Unfortunately that means the 
building is still closed Monday - Saturday but you can admire progress 
outside and see the lambs next door any day of the week.   

Coming soon..... 

Church and village trail leaflets 

With Covid restrictions easing, we are looking forward to re-starting our 
programme of activities. During lockdown, we have been beavering away 
designing and testing our new Village Trail, Church and other leaflets to 
welcome visitors to our village; all with our new Ladbroke Heritage logo. The 
final versions are almost ready, and will provide information on the church 
and its history, village history, nature, and much more. Watch this spaceéé.
éwe will spread the word as soon as they are ready. Then, why not invite 
friends and family to come to Ladbroke and enjoy walking around and 
discovering more about our lovely village. The Bell pub might even be open 
for lunch too!  

Whoôs in the Churchyard 2? 

Following on from the success of our first Workshop, as soon as 
Covid regulations allow, we will be running our second session 
to photograph and record information from more of the graves in 
our churchyard. Caryl Thompson has already uploaded 
information on over 200 graves onto the Billion Graves website 
www.billiongraves.com Watch this spaceéé.we will confirm 
dates in the next Harbury & Ladbroke news. 
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Summer Activities programme  

When restrictions finally lift, we will roll out our plans for summer activities, 
including talks and tours of the village and church, family workshops on a 
range of topics, nature activities, photography competition and many more. 
There will be plenty on offer for everyone this summer, with opportunities to 
get out and about locally with family and friendsé..watch this space! 

Jackie West & Nicky Lewis 

From Your District Councillor for Ladbroke 

HS2 

There has been some intense discussion of the last few 
days and weeks since it came to light that the road closure 
of the A425 at the Polo Ground might continue for a 
considerable period beyond the current proposed end date 

of June 2021.  When the HS2 Acts of Parliament were passed, the plan for 
the A425 was to temporarily realign the road, but this idea was scrapped last 
year by HS2 at short notice causing significant disruption and anger among 
local businesses and residents. It was never properly explained why this 
approved realignment was not used and it is still unclear now. This route 
would have kept the A425 open between the Bascote crossroads and 
Southam, with a temporary road through some of the polo grounds. Local 
councillors have combined to express the unacceptability of the behaviour of 
HS2 and their contractors BBV. The lack of disclosure of the underlying 
situation and the reasoning for any re-think is not helping anyone. Instead of 
addressing problems, and jointly working towards a solution, the HS2 side 
seem to be trying to keep problems hidden away, until we force them into the 
open. My personal view is that the contractor should be made to stick to the 
original plan and use the realignment - and I have said this to our MP. My 
colleagues have researched the traffic figures to find that more than 6000 
vehicles a day used that road before lockdown and HS2 cannot treat local 
communities and road users in the way they have. I will continue to work with 
others on this.   

Covid 

The number of cases locally has continued to fall back, so we have rates last 
seen at the beginning of October. As of 15

th
 March, the seven day rate per 

100,000 was under 40 around Southam. Across Stratford District, there have 
been some local hotspots where the decline has reversed such that the 
average in Stratford district is 78.4 per 100,000.   

As at 4
th
 March 2021 there were 53,317 people vaccinated in the Stratford on 

Avon District Council area with at least one dose. Local data is shown on the 
next page: 
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Elections 

As per my report last month, County Council and Police and Crime 
Commissioner elections are due to go ahead on 6

th
 May. The pandemic is a 

continuing and changing factor and there is still concern about the availability 
of sufficient temporary polling staff - I have a contact if anyone wants to 
volunteer.  There will be a push to increase postal voting to minimise the 
visits to polling stations. There will be an emergency óCovid proxyô available 
on the day so Covid positive electors do not have to go to the polling station.  

Nigel Rock - 07971 343065 
Councillor for Ladbroke, Napton and Fenny Compton Ward 

nigel.rock@stratford-dc.gov.uk 

Official minutes can be viewed in the Library, on the Parish Council website 
www.harbury-pc.gov.uk or obtained from the Parish Clerk, Tel: 01926 614646 

March 2021 Meeting Report   

I am sure it was a very interesting meeting for those who were able to make 
Zoom work, but I singularly failed to do so!  Chairman Tim Lockley has kindly 
added to Lindaôs report in italics with some of the actual agenda discussion 
which took place - Editors 

However, I know that the High Sheriff of Warwickshire, our own                  
Joe Greenwell CBE, was to give an award for the villageôs Volunteer Group 
(co-ordinated by members of our Parish Council) for their efforts during the 
Pandemic. 

Public Participation looked interesting as an exchange of information 
was promised from Southam Police. I imagine that this would largely have 
been about the impact of HS2 and the effect of all the road closures (the 
police did not attend, though County Cllr Crump was scathing about HS2 and 
the lack of progress on the A425)  and a ñmember of the publicò was due to 
suggest that Harbury Station should be re-opened ï an interesting idea. (Cllrs 
raised a number of concerns about this, doubting that there would be a strong 
business case for any train company to make additional stops, and that the 

Harbury Parish Council 
Linda Ridgley 

Harbury News Correspondent     

 

Number of people vaccinated with at least 1 
dose 

Under 
65 

65-69 70-74 75-79 80+ 

Southam, Stockton & 
Napton 1,991 518 608 485 617 

Feldon 1,777 616 615 571 589 
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risk that a new station would be a justification for large amounts of additional 
new housing in Southam, Deppers, Bishops, and Harbury.) 

The Energy Group series of projects to make our village even more energy 
efficient is an on-going topic and included a Community Carbon Footprint 
Tool, or so the Agenda promised. 

(The Harbury Future Energy Project was the major item on the agenda ï they 
did a presentation demonstrating that the project (to provide public charging 
for electric vehicles at the VH car park) would involve renewable energy 
(solar panels on the Village Hall roof and a wind turbine located near the 
skate board park). A battery store would be needed, probably to be sited on 
the car park as well, but the car park would be extended to provide six extra 
spaces. Cllrs discussed this in detail and resolved to support this plan, with 
the proviso that it needs also to be approved by Fields in Trust as well as 
going through the usual planning process.) 

Planning 

Sometimes a contentious part of the discussions, this was to include a review 
of the Councilôs previous decision on the Co-op plans to install a new shop-
front, refrigeration plant, extraction systems, automatic door opening, air 
conditioning and relocation of the cash machine. At the previous meeting a 
member of the public had raised concerns about potential noise from these 
additions. (As a result of our previous objections to this, the Co-op have 
revised their scheme to provide additional screening and the PC has 
withdrawn the objection. The nearest resident was also present and was 
happy with the outcome.) 

The Council has made no representations on plans for a two-storey rear 
extension at 19 Bush Heath Lane; tree reduction at Wisset Lodge in Church 
Street; replacement windows, doors to the kitchen, and outside rendering to 3 
Binswood End or to cut back trees at The Shakespeare Inn. Whilst not 
seeking to object to changes to an outbuilding at Bishops Bowl Lakes, the 
Parish planned to ask for the Planning Officer to consider the impact this 
would have on the Harbury to Bishops Itchington footpath. 

Consultations  

The Council was to discuss the Boundary Commissionôs Consultation about 
potential changes to Ward Boundaries in Stratford District. (We made no 
representation on this). They were also to consider the impact of the possible 
merger of Stratford District and Warwick District, which it appears both District 
Councils are actively considering themselves. I fear this would just push more 
development our way as Warwick District contains a large chunk of the Green 
Belt where developers find it difficult to get planning permission.  

Environment 

Harbury Energy Initiative has offered to help the Council on how to use the 
Carbon Footprint Tool, to understand and improve our impact on the 
environment of our village. (We approved this). 
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Councillors have to decide whether to accept a request for a memorial bench 
and if so where it could be sited. (This was delegated to the properties 
group). They had also to be updated on the chapel repairs (due to start in 
April). You may remember that last month they realised they had to get all the 
items stored in the chapel moved to facilitate work on the roof and the 
stonework.  

An update was to be 
tabled on the parking 
problems at Five Ways.  
(The clerk is meeting the 
tree surgeon next week 
about this). I know just 
what damage has been 
done to our verges there 
as I was deputed to take 
photographs of the mess 
caused by cars being 
parked on the grass 
verges and the damage 
to the mound. If you  
ever wondered why that 
mound at the top of Bush 
Heath Lane was built - it 
was to stop the lights of 

vehicles coming from Bishops Itchington from dazzling motorist using Bush 
Heath Lane. The Parish Council has been considering planting more trees on 
the mound, partly to discourage motorists from parking there, but also to 
replace some of the many Elms (the Cathedrals of the Feldon) we lost due to 
Dutch Elm Disease in the 1980s.  

Finance and General Purposes  

This covers some rather routine items like the monthly bank reconciliation, 
Internal Audit and budget update, but also things of use to villagers:  street 
light maintenance; requests for the PC to fund hire of the Village Hall for the 
Local Market and, for the Clerk, an office computer. I sincerely hope she got 
one. (The main items here were the upgrade to the clerkôs laptop (approved), 
and the decision to pay for the regular local produce market to be held at the 
village hall). 

Other Council Business   

They would have confirmed the Clerkôs Delegated Powers and because there 
is uncertainty on whether Parish Councils will be allowed to continue to have 
óZoomô meetings over the internet, instead of órealô ones in the near future, 
they had to approve revised meeting dates. 

As they could not be sure what was to be allowed, the date of the next Parish 
Council Meeting was not confirmed. When the Government decision is made, 
the meeting dates will be published on the Parish Council website 
(www.harbury-pc.gov.uk). 

Elm trees along Park Lane 
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(We will not meet in person in April or May, so the earliest in person meeting 
will be June, and if the regulations are updated I think we will continue online 
for the moment) 

When open meetings resume at the Village Hall, I do urge residents to go 
along (fourth Thursday in the month at 7.30pm) as it is more interesting than 
my reports, and you do get a chance to ask questions at the beginning and to 
put your points of view to your Councillors. 

County Council Elections - Thursday  6
th
 May 

2021 

On Thursday 6
th
 May 2021 residents will go to the polls to 

have their say on who represents them on Warwickshire 
County Council and also as the Warwickshire Police and 
Crime Commissioner. 

Voting will take place in Harbury and Ladbroke Village Halls between 7am 
and 10pm. 

We invited candidates who are standing to be elected as our County 
Councillor, to submit a profile and at the time of our deadline date we have 
received the two printed below. 

The last day for receipt of nominations is Thursday 8
th
 April so there may be 

other candidates standing. 

Editors 

Chris Kettle  

 

Dear Resident of Harbury and Ladbroke  

I am delighted to have been selected as the 
Conservative candidate for the Feldon Division in 
succession to our great former Councillor, the late 
Bob Stevens. 

I have lived in Bishopôs Itchington, in the Feldon 
Division, for most of my life, representing Bishopôs 
and Harbury Wards at the District Council and I am 
now seeking your support to be your County 
Councillor for Feldon in 2021. 

I have been a Councillor for both District, 7 years, 
and BI Parish, 23 years. I have recently stepped 

down, after an unprecedented 2İ years as Chairman of SDC, and was then 
invited to join Cabinet as portfolio holder for Planning, Community Safety and 

Current Parish Council members contactable via the Parish Office are: 
Tim Lockley (Chairman), Keith Thompson (Vice-Chair), Samantha Allen, Julie Balch,         

Steve Ekins, Chris Gibb, Alan Knowles, Tony Mancell, Andrew Rutherford, Janet Thornley  
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Rural Affairs. In both roles I have had considerable experience of working 
with WCC officers and with Bob. I was also Bobôs Vice Chair of the WCC 
sponsored Feldon Community Forum. 

As Councillor and through the Community Forum I have helped residents with 
many problems including affordable housing, planning, the GLH development 
and its impact on communities and the environmental, anti-social behaviour 
and fly-tipping, and recently working with Jeremy Wright, WCC and SDC to 
challenge HS2ôs catastrophic decision to close the A425.  

As we look to the future, I look forward to representing your concerns about 
the ongoing impact of HS2 addressing the challenges of our over-crowded 
roads, and tackling environmental issues and ensuring residents receive the 
services they need.  

My knowledge and experience of working at a senior level within SDC gives 
me the confidence to know I can work for the benefit of residents across the 
Feldon Division at WCC. I hope you agree with me that my track record 
demonstrates I am the right person to be your candidate for the Feldon 
Division.  

Email me at chriskettle4feldon@btinternet.com or call me on 07798 692683. 

Nick Solman 

I live in Long Itchington with my wife and daughter and 
work part-time at Warwick Business School as a 
researcher, specialising in the future of UK Energy Policy 

- focussing on Net Zero and sustainability. 

My family have a long association with Feldon and 
the surrounding area. During the Second World War 
my grandfather was evacuated to Wormleighton, 
near to where his Aunt and Uncle managed the 
reservoir at Boddington. My Great-Uncle also worked 
at Jaguar as a test driver for several decades after he 
left the Army. My wife completed her teacher training 
at Fenny Compton School and Iôm a Parish 
Councillor in Long Itchington. 

The Feldon Division is made up of lots of villages, 
hamlets and farms and each one is unique, with its 
own priorities. However, some things apply to all of 
us. We all need to make sure that we have 

sustainable communities. This means ensuring that we have the right 
infrastructure in place, such as: good quality roads; the right number of school 
places in the right locations; and a full range of jobs for people living in our 
area. We also have to make sure that the damage done to our area by HS2 is 
minimised by holding them to account. These are all things that the County 
Council can either do or help to encourage. 

If you elect me as your County Councillor, I understand that every community 
is not only unique, but also needs the same good local services to help it 
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thrive. Ensuring we have sustainable communities doesnôt have to be about 
spending more money, just spending it in the right places. This area means a 
lot to me and my family and I want to help keep the bits we all love and work 
to improve the bits we donôt! 

With railways (or a future railway) being in the news at the moment and with a 
suggestion to re-open the old Harbury and Southam Road Station, published 
below is a Harbury Society report from the December 2012 edition on the 
restoration of Leamington Railway Station. 

Archie Pitts from the Leamington 
Society gave a comprehensive 
and fascinating account of the 
work the Friends of Leamington 
Station have done to bring back 
its Art Deco features. Once again 
Nigel Chapmanôs display of 
archive GWR material relating to 
Harbury enhanced the event. 

The Friends formed in 2004. Over 
the years alterations made to the 
Station had lost some important 

features. The Friends replaced the Roll of 
Honour to 2,500 GWR employees killed in 
WWI, improved the waiting room, replaced lost 
posters, running-in boards, and GWR benches 
and refurbished the lamp hut and coal 
compound. 

Waiting room benches were polished, teak 
parquet floor revealed, fan heaters encased in 
wooden covers; Ã100 repro Heritage Railway 
Posters added; the stone fireplace cleaned and 
stainless steel surround polished; GWR logo 
mirror installed, automatic doors and screen 
added. 

An exact copy of the original booking hall 
clock was made; granite and other 
stonework uncovered and professionally 
repaired and a reproduction of the bench 
was commissioned. Six reproduction 
posters of destinations on the GWR and a 
Leamington original print were bought and 

Harbury Society 

Linda Ridgley 
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the Captain Morgan Rum advertisement will be expertly repaired and 
repainted.  

The restoration of the gardens 
both alongside the platform and 
the upper and lower terraces 
adjoining the car park are the 
most     obvious improvements. 
Ten volunteer gardeners led by 
Paul Edwards work once a 
week throughout the year to 
keep them in trim. Rubbish, 
brambles and graffiti were 
cleared and the terraces planted 
with climbers, perennials and 
hedging. Mr Pittsô display 
material and Nigel Chapmanôs 
archive reports and photos were 

very well received and in thanking Mr Pitts for his talk Chairman               
John Hancock commented on the size and enthusiasm of the audience.      
Mr Pitts agreed to arrange for the Society to have a guided tour of the Station 
in the summer next year. 

At our meeting in March we welcomed 24 members plus a few husbands. Our 
speaker was Trevor Langley from Warwick. He is a retired teacher who 
clearly has a passion for the history of Warwick.  

In the early 1970s he worked as a guide at 
Warwick Castle and this started an interest in 
the 36 Earls of Warwick. The castle started as 
an earth mound in 914 and was rebuilt in stone 
in 1068. Trevor said the stories of the Earls 
would make a good soap opera; he provided us 
with centuries of historical matter about the 
various characters - some good, some 
extremely powerful, some corrupt. We heard 
surnames like Dudley, Greville and Beauchamp. 
Francis Greville married Frances Maynard 
better known as Countess Daisy, a mistress of 
Edward VII, when he was Prince of Wales. The 
castleôs ñTown Gateò was built for the prince so 
he could discreetly enter the castle. Daisy did a 

lot of good work for the town of Warwick and fought for womenôs rights. 
Trevor related memories when he was a young guide that no mention could 
be made of Countess Daisy - now she is a highlight of a display in the castle. 

Harbury Womenôs Institute 

Mary Thompson 




