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Our photo shows Carnival 
King Matthew and Queen 
Ruby at the head of the 
procession. 

We would like to thank the 
organisers for another very 
successful Carnival week 
and parade. 

We have received a 
number of photographs           
of the Carnival and 
Wheelbarrow Race and we 

would like to thank Anthony Allcock, Heather Clarke, Ken Stephenson and 
Geoff Thorpe for these. 

We hope everyone will support the new venture of the PTA ï a real live circus 
in a big top in Harbury. All details are in the article. 

With the school holidays coming up, youngsters are invited to take part in the 
Summer Reading Challenge at the Library, the writing competition for the 
Village Show and our own Harbury & Ladbroke News Young Personôs Award. 

Our communities thrive on people being involved and this month the Footpath 
Group, scouting groups and Bumps and Bundles are all looking for additional 
volunteers. 

Finally, we extend our condolences to the family of Sandra Moffitt. 

JULY 
Sat    7 Coffee Morning, 10.00am - 12 noon, Tom Hauley Room in aid 
  of Myton Hospice 
Sun   8 SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
  Holy Communion, 8.00am 
  Holy Communion and Childrenôs Church Service, 10.30am  
  Messy Church, 3.00 - 5.00pm, Tom Hauley Room  
  Zumba, 9.00am, Village Hall 
Mon    9 Upholstery, 9.15am, Village Hall  
  Martial Arts, 5.30pm, Village Hall 
Tue  10 Bumps and Bundles, 10.30 - 12.00 noon, Tom Hauley Room 
  Holy Communion, 7.30pm 

Editorial 

 

Harbury Diary 
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Tues 10 Footpath Group meeting, 8.00pm, The Shakespeare Inn 
Wed  11 Wednesday Walk, meet 9.40am, Village Hall Car Park -  
  Boddington (4 miles) 
  Pleasant Pastimes, 2.00 - 4.00pm, Tom Hauley Room 
  Inspire Dance, 4.30pm, Village Hall  
Thurs  12 Holy Communion followed by coffee, 9.45am 
  Harbury WI, 7.45pm, Tom Hauley Room, Vicky Farmer - 
  Healthy Nutrition in a Toxic World 
Sat 14 Coffee Morning, 10.00am - 12 noon, Tom Hauley Room in aid 
  of Shoebox Appeal including special guest from Team4U 
Sun  15 SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
  Holy Communion, 8.00am 
  óSaints Alive!ô Informal Communion Service, 10.30am 
  Evensong, 6.00pm 
  All Saintsô Youth Group, 7.00 - 8.30pm, Tom Hauley Room 
  Zumba, 9.00am, Village Hall  
Mon  16 Martial Arts, 5.30pm, Village Hall 
Tue  17 Pilates, 9.30am, Village Hall  
  Bumps and Bundles, 10.30 - 12.00 noon, Tom Hauley Room 
  Holy Communion, 7.30pm 
Wed  18 Wednesday Walk, meet 9.40am, Village Hall Car Park -  
  Wroxton (4 miles), undulating with optional visit to Broughton 
  Grange Gardens 
  Connections (Dementia) Caf®, 2.00 - 4.00pm, Tom Hauley Room 
  Inspire Dance, 4.30pm, Village Hall  

Happyôs Circus and their Big Top, from 5.00pm, Harbury Playing 
Fields 

Thurs  19 Holy Communion followed by coffee, 9.45am 
Fri 20 ADVERTS FOR THE NEXT ISSUE TO 36 MANOR ORCHARD, 
  HARBURY OR EMAIL ADVERTISING@HLNEWS.CO.UK 
Sat 21 Coffee Morning, 10.00am - 12 noon, Tom Hauley Room in aid 
  of Mothersô Union, Harbury 
Sun  22 EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
  Holy Communion, 8.00am 
  Holy Communion and Childrenôs Church, 10.30am 
  Zumba, 9.00am, Village Hall 
Mon  23 Martial Arts, 5.30pm, Village Hall 
Tue  24 Pilates, 9.30am, Village Hall  
  Holy Communion, 7.30pm 
  Julian Meeting AGM, 8.00pm 
Wed  25 Wednesday Walk, meet 9.40am, Village Hall Car Park -  
  Ashow (4 miles flat) 
  Pleasant Pastimes, 2.00 - 4.00pm, Tom Hauley Room 
Thurs  26 Holy Communion followed by coffee, 9.45am 
  ARTICLES FOR NEXT ISSUE TO: HARBURY PHARMACY, 
   HIGH ST OR EMAIL TO ARTICLES@HLNEWS.CO.UK BY  
   5.30PM 
  Parish Council, 7.30pm, Village Hall 
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Sat 28 Coffee Morning, 10.00am - 12 noon, Tom Hauley Room in aid 
  of Southam Bowling Club 
Sun  29 NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
  Holy Communion, 8.00am 
  Holy Communion and Childrenôs Church, 10.30am 
  Zumba, 9.00am, Village Hall  
Mon  30 Martial Arts, 5.30pm, Village Hall 
Tue  31 Pilates, 9.30am, Village Hall  
  Holy Communion, 7.30pm 

AUGUST  
Wed    1 Wednesday Walk, meet 9.40am, Village Hall Car Park -  
  Napton (4 miles, 1 hill) 
Thurs    2 Holy Communion followed by coffee, 9.45am 
  Folk Club, 8.00pm, Village Club 
Sat   4 Coffee Morning, 10.00am - 12 noon, Tom Hauley Room in aid 
  of Guide dogs  
Sun    5 TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
  Holy Communion, 9.00am 
  Taize Service, 6.00pm 
Mon    6  Holiday at Home, 10.00am - 4.00pm, Tom Hauley Room  
Tue    7 Holiday at Home, 10.00am - 4.00pm, Tom Hauley Room 

MeetingPoint óHoliday Lunchô, 12.30pm, The Crown Inn (booking 
required)  

  Heritage Room open, 6.30 - 8.30pm, Harbury School   
  Holy Communion, 7.30pm 
Wed    8 Wednesday Walk, meet 9.40am, Village Hall Car Park -  
  Shutford (4İ miles) 
  Holiday at Home, 10.00am - 4.00pm, Tom Hauley Room 
Thurs    9 Holy Communion followed by coffee, 9.45am - (No Holiday at  

  Home this day - outing planned) 
Fri 10 Holiday at Home, 10.00am - 4.00pm, Tom Hauley Room 

Refuse Collection Rota 
 

Deppers Bridge 
Harbury, Ladbroke &  

Deppers Bridge outlying 
properties 

Collection Week 

 Wed Fri  

11 13 Green & Blue Lid Bins 

18 20 Grey Bin 

25 27 Green & Blue Lid Bins 

 1 3 Grey Bin 

8 10 Green & Blue Lid Bins 

15 17 Grey Bin 

Ju
ly 

Au
g 
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England, World Cup winners? ï We live in hope! 

The World Cup is once again upon us. For many (myself 
included) itôs a great time, l love it. Iôve got all the England fixtures 
written in my diary. Itôs encouraging this year to see a young 
English team who really seem to believe they can win. Mind you, 

by the time you read this weôll have probably been eliminated! (ye of little 
faith!). 

Itôs interesting the effect football has on people. I heard a passionate football 
fan talking on the radio recently about how football to them is a religion; they 
think of nothing else, watch nothing else and spend all their well earned 
money following their team - they literally eat, drink and sleep the game and 
have spent a fortune making the trip to Russia to support the lads this 
summer. 

Whatever you think, football evokes strong passion in people and weôve seen 
a lot of this already and weôll see much more before the tournament is over - 
especially if England win (was that a pig flying past the Rectory window just 
then!). We like to get behind our national team and we want to believe that 
maybe this time ófootballôs coming homeô. I guess the passion we see from 
supporters illustrates something of hope ï the hope that we can be winners. 

We all have our passions, if not football; itôll be something else. We all have 
our dreams and hopes for the future too. Strange this is but as I write, I am 
reminded of the words to the Christmas Carol óO Little Town of Bethlehemô ï 
óThe hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonightô. Christians 
believe that in this transient, ever changing, fleeting world, God is the 
unchanging one. He is the rock, the solid foundation on which we can build 
our lives. 

We might not win the World Cup but we can all be winners if we place our 
hopes, dreams and futures in the right place.  

God bless. 

A number of wide ranging items were discussed at the most recent PCC 
meeting with reports from a group discussing Inspiring Worship, a proposal to 
be an Eco Friendly Church and planning for Christmas along with the more 
routine issues of building maintenance, implementing the new data protection 
requirements and church finance. Gladly, Brexit was not on the agenda!   

From the Rector        
Reverend Craig Groocock 

          The Rectory, Vicarage Lane, Harbury (612377 *  kankudai43@aol.co.uk 

From the Churchwardens 

Liz & Michael 
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A number of projects are at different stages. The Memorial Garden is nearly 
ready but we await the decision of which stone can be used for the memorial 
plaques. A handrail by the pulpit has been approved and will be installed in 
the next month. Some of the double glazed windows in the Tom Hauley 
Room are misted up and quotes will be sought to replace the glass in the four 
worst ones and also to replace all of the windows, as others may go soon, 
given their age. And we are trying to find out the history of the weathervane 
which is proving difficult. Is it 1920 or before? If anyone enjoys a bit of 
sleuthing please contact us. 

Permission has been granted to keep the Information Area and Childrenôs 
Corner in their current positions. We can now go ahead making these areas 
brighter, more welcoming and with permanent boards replacing the current 
temporary ones. 

May God be the glory in all that we do. 

Should you have any questions about Harbury church please contact either of 
us. 

Liz McBride (tel: 612421) or Michael Vincent (tel: 614806) 

From the Registers 

Wedding 
26th May William French to Nicola Brunt 

Baptism 
10th June Mia Cross 

24th June Monty James Robinson and Elliot Lysander Robinson 

Funeral  
11th June Sandra Moffitt (59 years) 

On a lovely sunny day in June we moved our meeting to Ladbroke. Reverend 
Ann led our communion service in that peaceful church, and then we strolled 
across the road to Betty Winkfieldôs home. Surrounded by fields, we had a 
lovely afternoon admiring her newly decorated lounge and enjoying afternoon 
tea. We are so grateful to Betty for her hospitality. 

July sees us on the road again when we visit Berkswell for a pub lunch and 
tour of the historic Norman church. 

Mothersô Union 

Gillian Hare 

 



7 

We now have a break in our monthly meetings until September, but not from 
being together, as we host the Tom Hauley coffee morning on 21st July. 
Please support us with help, raffle prizes, bric-a-brac and cakes. 

Our other summer event will be on Wednesday 1st August when it will be our 
turn to host the other deanery branches to tea, to celebrate the life of our 
founder, Mary Sumner. Do come. 

JULY 
Sun    8 TRINITY VI 
  Holy Communion (sung), 9.00am  
Mon    9 Homegroup, 8.00pm, 2 Hedges Close, 
Wed  11 Parish Council, 7.45pm, Village Hall 
Sat  14 Band, BBQ and Boppin' Bonanza, 7.30pm, Village Hall 
Sun  15 TRINITY VII 
  Holy Communion (BCP), 9.00am 
Wed  18 Table Tennis, 7.00 - 8.00pm, Village Hall 
Fri 20 ADVERTS FOR THE NEXT ISSUE TO 36 MANOR ORCHARD, 
  HARBURY OR EMAIL ADVERTISING@HLNEWS.CO.UK 
Sun  22 TRINITY VIII 
  Holy Communion (sung), 9.00am 
Mon  23 Homegroup, 8.00pm, 2 Hedges Close 
Wed  25 Table Tennis, 7.00 - 8.00pm, Village Hall 
Thurs 26 ARTICLES FOR NEXT ISSUE TO: HARBURY PHARMACY, 
    HIGH ST OR EMAIL TO ARTICLES@HLNEWS.CO.UK BY  
    5.30PM 
Sun  29 TRINITY IX 
  Holy Communion (said service), 9.00am 

AUGUST 
Wed    1 Table Tennis, 7.00 - 8.00pm, Village Hall  
Sun    5 TRINITY X 
  Family Communion, 10.30am, followed by refreshments 
Tues    7 Photography Club, 7.30pm, Village Hall  
Wed    8 Table Tennis, 7.00 - 8.00pm, Village Hall 

 

 

 

 

Ladbroke News & Diary 
http://www.ladbroke-pc.org.uk  

August Edition -  Harbury & Ladbroke News 

Adverts to: 36 Manor Orchard, Harbury or e-mail to                     
advertising@hlnews.co.uk by 20th July 

Articles to: Harbury Pharmacy, High Street or e-mail to               
articles@hlnews.co.uk by 5.30pm, Thursday 26th July 
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As I write this article, we are still waiting to hear formally from a grant 
awarding body regarding our application for the next phase of the renovation 
project. Informal feedback thus far has been positive. However, until we 
receive a formal response we cannot say exactly what this means though we 
are hoping to be able to share some good news soon! 

Part of the application looked at ways that 
we could use the building more for the 
benefit of our local community. One initiative 
that we are looking at is to invite groups to 
visit and learn about our historic building 
and we were able to trial this last month with 
a group from Galanos House who enjoyed a 
stroll round the village as well as visiting the 
church.  

We want to continue to make our church 
accessible to both villagers and visitors and 
remind you that it is open every day to allow 
individuals or informal groups to come in 
and look around or just to enjoy the peace 
and the opportunity to pray that if offers. 
There will be guided tours on offer during 
the Heritage Open Days in September. 
Tours for groups (must be booked) will be 
on 13th and 14th September and for 
individuals (just turn up) on Saturday 15th. 
There will also be a special display on the 
theme óWar and Peaceô on these days and 
on Sunday 16th. 

By the time this edition of the Harbury & Ladbroke News is distributed we will 
have held our second of Auction of Promises. So thank you in anticipation to 
all those who have offered promises, those who have bid for them, our 
caterers and our auctioneer, Rev Craig. We will be able to tell you how much 
has been raised in next monthôs edition. 

Finally, the Home Group will meet twice more in July before taking a break for 
the summer. All are welcome to join us on 9th and 23rd at 2 Hedges Close. 

 

 

 

Ladbroke Church News 

Peter Rigby 
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On Thursday, 7th June almost a full house of members met in the Village Hall 
to hear Jean Cholerton, aided and abetted by husband, David, talk about the 
conversion of their plot of land in a small hamlet near Bidford. 

The railway line which ran at the bottom of the property was closed in 1965 
and the track taken up. To this exclusively female audience Jean did not 
dwell on the many steam trains which had passed their house. Instead she 
focused on the opportunity this gave to convert the area into a nature reserve. 

Trees were felled and a large part was sown with old English meadow plants 
- including corn marigold, poppy and corncockle. The pictures she showed 
proved that this was more successful than Ladbroke's efforts to create a wild 
flower area although the point was made how difficult it had been to prepare 
the ground and free it from unwanted weeds. 

A chance visit from a cousin with lepidoptery skills in 2014 and three nights 
'mothing' brought to light a nationally rare waved black moth. As a result of 
this, David and Jean have been working with a butterfly conservation group. 
Together they have done more work to encourage butterflies by planting 
specific to their needs. This has been rewarded by a huge increase in species 
and numbers and we were amazed at the wonderful photographs which had 
been taken of some of the 22 varieties on their land. 

Jean described the moth trap which is a container with a special lamp to 
attract the moths and somewhere for them to perch. Jean had collected 
moths the previous night and these interesting specimens were handed round 
in little clear pots. They would be released on her return and didn't seem at all 
phased by the close inspection we all gave them. 

More information can be obtained at info@littlehavenstratford.co.uk 

Feedback from events 

Members had attended an embellished embroidery course and a tour behind 
the scenes at the RSC. 

It was the turn of Ladbroke and Deppers Bridge WI to host the Group Meeting 
of seven local WIs in Napton Village Hall on Monday 11th June. As this is the 
centenary year it was a special Edwardian themed evening and many ladies 
arrived in Edwardian dress with hats and Suffragette sashes. 

After a welcome by Sue Gill, the group leader, there was a rousing chorus of 
Jerusalem before Sue Myhill, the county treasurer, and Dianne cut a 
beautifully decorated cake. 

The annual reports were then presented by each WI, all of whom had had 
interesting speakers and events and a buoyant membership. 

 

Ladbroke & Deppers Bridge Womenôs 
Institute               Carol Lane 
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Then the fun began! Sue did us proud having discovered an Old Tyme Music 
Hall trio in the vein of Leonard Sachs (for those who remember The Good Old 
Days!). Well, no blushes were spared! The costumes were amazing but the 
singing was just wonderful with a very talented soprano taking us back to the 
stage of 100 years ago. The entertainment was very funny and one or two 
members of the audience were singled out for particular attention - not sure if 
Joan has recovered yet! Who will ever be able to look at a bee in the same 
way again?? 

There were very many compliments for the supper prepared and presented 
by our WI and the evening concluded with the results of the hat competition 
and community singing to some old favourites. 

Everyone had their cooking hats on again for the Strawberry Tea which was 
held in Ladbroke Village Hall on 23rd June. The beautifully sunny day saw the 
hall packed with tables outside and I think the pictures show how much it 
seemed to be enjoyed by all. Thanks to all who supported this event. 

Future Dates for your diary 

19th November - Centenary celebrations 

23rd February 2019  - Gala Concert     

Date of next meeting 

The July meeting will have been held by the time this magazine is distributed. 
We hope to have a joint outing with our Twin WI, Willoughby in August. More 
details to follow. 

The Ladbroke Matters team is responsible for the upkeep of the Village Hall 
and Millennium Green. To help with this we organise regular fundraising 
events so that we can continue to offer both of these resources for the benefit 
of our community. 

On Saturday 14th July we're delighted to welcome back to 
Ladbroke Village Hall the Above Average Weight Band, our all-time 
favourites who made last year's sell-out event a great evening. 
Their set list has evolved and they have some great new stuff to 
keep everyone up on their feet dancing. Start time 7.30pm.  
Licensed bar available. 

Tickets costing Ã15 include barbecue and salad; and are available from 
either: Kip Warr (815004, kip.warr@gmail.com) or Nicky Lewis (815196, 
nicolalewis24@tiscali.co.uk). 

Events planned for later this year include a óLast Night of the 
Promsô evening; and a wine tasting experience. In the 
meantime enjoy the long Summer days. 

Ladbroke Matters 

David Wright 
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If you would like to join the Ladbroke Matters team, have any suggestions for 
future events, or any other comments please contact the Trustees (details on 
the Ladbroke website). 

Ladbroke Village Hall Millennium Draw for May 2018 

Ã50         Graham Lewis   Ã50         Tracy Lochhead 

Ã25         Debs and Seth Brown  Ã25         Heather Crompton 

Ã25         Keith Archer   Ã10         John Lowman 

Ã10         Richard Walker   Ã10         Joley Malby 

Ã10         Jo Rose    Ã10         Keith Tancock 

Margaret Bosworth 

Three's a crowd 

Last time I told you about our three strong 
chicks, well three certainly was a crowd in 
our small home once they started to put 
on weight and feathers.  The latter started 
almost imperceptibly, just the odd tuft over 
the eyebrows and black lines down their 
backs and wings at first but as these 
started to get thicker and longer you could 
see they were becoming proper 
feathers.    

The missus continued her up-ended 
housekeeping routine; even when the 
chicks were nearly as big as her she 

would push them out of the way to 
get on with her chores. Of course, 
there was no break in the gathering of 
tasty morsels to stuff into our kid's 
ever-open beaks and then waiting a 
moment to see if they would turn 
around and present us with a poo sac 
to take away. We are strong believers 
that, as well as good personal 
hygiene, exercise is vital for health. 
So we were very pleased to see the 
youngsters taking it in turns to work 
through their routines, first Tai chi -
stretching out leg or wing as far as 

Ladbroke General Section 
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space permitted and then as their muscles developed rapid flapping 
exercises. They mastered the art of preening too, though maybe they were 
just instinctively trying to get their growing feathers more comfortable.  

The bowl of our nest expanded as the chicks grew but eventually they were 
large and curious enough to clamber out and look through the entrance. We 
were a bit concerned about this after spying a Great Spotted Predator on the 
ground below. However, thanks to the metal plate the builder installed on the 
front wall, the woodpecker couldn't enlarge the entrance and steal our 
precious ones, a disaster which befell one of my relatives a couple of years 
ago. 

We expected the kids to stay with 
us 19 days but they must have 
liked having devoted parents as 
personal slaves, for they showed 
no signs of leaving on day 
20. Then at breakfast time the 
following morning (8th July) they 
upped sticks and went.  There was 
not even a goodbye - we were out 
gathering food and both returned 
to discover much to our surprise 
that there were no noisy teenagers 
in residence - just two unhatched 
eggs and a single feather 
remained.  

The last few weeks have been a 
childrearing marathon but now me 
and the missus have our own lives 
back....until next year. 

Mr Bird, Cedar House, Ladbroke  

Official minutes can be viewed in the Library, on the Parish Council website 
www.harbury-pc.gov.uk or obtained from the Parish Clerk, Tel: 01926 614646 

May 2018 

There wasnôt much on the agenda, so it looked as if the meeting would be 
short as Councillors galloped through the agenda and so it seemed initially, 
but they got bogged down at the run-in! 

So first we got the Annual Meeting over with - no change to anything;         
Tim Lockley remaining as Chair, despite a suggestion of reverting to the 
previous system where every three years the Vice Chairman took over so that 
the Chairmanship rotated. 

 

Harbury Parish Council 
Linda Ridgley 

Harbury News Correspondent     
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Then we came to the regular meeting where the Council granted Ã2k to the 
Rugby Club towards the installation of a lift and approved the use of the 
playing fields for the PTA Circus provided the helium balloons were fitted with 
weights to prevent them sailing off into the sky. 

Jacqui Harris, our District Councillor, has been active in seeking news on the 
impact of HS2 on our roads. A Traffic Plan of the routes has yet to be 
published for the HS2 construction traffic and the new ñvillageò at Lighthorne 
Heath. Jacqui had raised with Jeremy Wright, our MP, and the Clinical 
Commissioning Group the delay in approving the promised new Surgery at 
the Quarries. 

Planning  

Cllrs made No Objection to plans to insert a Dormer Window at 2 Dickens 
Road. There was no news on the progress of the Neighbourhood Plan now 
with the ñExaminerò. Cllr Summers had spoken to the owner of Old Timbers 
who thought the yew hedge, replacing the demolished Harbury stone wall, 
could be ñkept under controlò. Chair Tim Lockley had reported the 
unauthorised curved brick wall at Henryôs and the lack of replacement 
hedging to SDCôs Enforcement Officer but had received no reply. 

Properties  

Recreation Grounds - The Clerk was to organise the update of quotes for the 
ñre-liningò of the car parking spaces. 

Burial Grounds - Cllr Summers announced the Beavers would do some 
work there on 14th June; Kevin McMahon had installed a bug hotel. As to the 
damage done to the copper beech there by the fencing contractor, Cllrs Ekins 
said it was very unfortunate and to make sure it doesnôt happen again. 

Allotments - Tim Lockley is supporting the Local Produce Market which is 
held on a Saturday, every month at the Shakespeare. He wanted the PC to 
hire the Village Hall for a special market in September where allotment 
holders would be encouraged to sell their surplus.  It has always been the 
case that allotment holders were advised they were not allowed to sell their 
produce but the Chairman believed that selling the surplus occasionally was 
permitted. 

A new allotment book was to be procured and the allotment prizes this year 
were Ã20 for the best Full Plot, and Ã10 for the best Half Plot. No 
maintenance was needed on the allotment hedge. 

Assets - A quote would be sought for cleaning and painting of the Deppers 
Bridge phone box. The dilapidated memorial bench from the Old New Inn 
Green had been removed for safety reasons and at her request given back to 
the donor. The PC would order a new bench for there and one for the 
allotments. 

Environment - Cllr Gibb reported all the lights had been painted and asked 
that David Wilson Homes be required to remove their advertising from the 
lamp standards and repair the damage. 
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The Pound had not been repaired by the Spinney Paddock developers, the 
grass was re-growing but the ruts were still there.   

The WI had asked for advice on where to plant their Memorial Oak Tree, 
suggesting maybe where the new Burial Ground will be.   

Chris Gibb had news that the traffic lights for the Bendigo Mitchell Cross 
Roads and upgrades to the roundabouts at the Fosse/Radford Road and 
Harwoods House were in this yearôs County Council Budget. 

Finance  

There was still progress to be made on the legal arrangements between the 
PC and the Tennis Club. The PC had to adopt its General Data Protection 
Policy and send it to the relevant organisations and individuals.   

Other items of interest  

The Chairman had not been able to secure funding for the Womenôs Suffrage 
Centenary Groupôs work but they were advanced in digitising the 1911 
Census for Harbury. Cllr Gibb was working with the landowner of Windmill Hill 
and the Scouts for a beacon to celebrate the WW1 armistice centenary.  

Response to the PC Survey had been poor. Cllr Summers said many 
respondents did not know what the PC did. Negative comments were about 
potholes and the lack of affordable housing which were not within the PCôs 
control. Cllrs thought they should be explaining what they had done, like 
reducing the cost of lighting by installing LEDs.  

The Clerk advised most Parish Councils have photographs of their Cllrs on 
their website. 

Cllr Christou thought the Councillors should use social media to spread their 
news to the young as only 5% thought the Council ñaccessibleò. It was 
suggested too that Cllrs used Twitter to communicate with their parishioners 
but only one Councillor owned up to using it - ñYou and Trumpò they said, so 
he was deputed to the task. 

Next Parish Council Meeting - Thursday 28th June, 7.30pm, Farley Room, 
Village Hall. 

June has been a busy month. Our Centenary celebrations continued on      
2nd June when we held a Craft Fair in the Village Hall where we showcased 
the many interests which our members have. What an amazing display we 
had - paintings, upholstery, lace making, knitting, tapestry, egg painting, 
gardening, flower arranging, card making, felt craft, golf, tennis, darts, 
badminton, table tennis, bowls and more. Visitors canôt have missed the 
display of 282 poppies which members have made to give to the 
Warwickshire Federation which will contribute to the display of poppies in     

Harbury Womenôs Institute 

Mary Thompson 
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St Maryôs church Warwick in the autumn. Members are still making poppies 
for this and for the Harbury church display. Many of our archives and 
photographs were on display and, of course, tea and cakes to enjoy. It was 
good to welcome past and present members, visitors from other WIs and 
many residents of Harbury. Lynne Stubbings, Chair of the National 
Federation of WIs spent most of the afternoon with us and was obviously very 
impressed with what we had achieved. Thanks to Chris Rutherford who 
masterminded the whole event and to many of our members who contributed 
to a very enjoyable afternoon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 4th June, 38 members spent the day at Denman College in Oxfordshire 
where we enjoyed coffee, lunch and a cream tea. During the morning, we had 
a cookery demonstration where we saw Kelly Mauger make some delicious 
cakes and confectionery which we were able to sample. Some members 
recognised Kelly - having seen her on the Channel 4 programme óBake Off - 
The Professionalsô. During the afternoon, we had a tour of the WI College and 
grounds. This was a lovely way to mark our centenary ï our thanks to         
Lin Hayes who gave us the idea and organised the whole day. 

On 9th June 15 members took part in the Carnival procession when we 
marked the fact that our centenary coincides with the centenary of some 
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women getting the vote. Gill Thorpe won first 
prize for her suffragette costume. 

On 11th June, 24 members went to Napton Village 
Hall to meet with WI members from local villages. 
Club secretaries shared news of their events over 
the last 12 months and then we were entertained 
by Old Time Music Hall performers. As the theme 
was Edwardian, many of us aired our suffragette 
costumes again ï there were some wonderful 
costumes and hats. A very enjoyable evening. 

At our meeting on 14th June we welcomed Fraser 
Liversage who is a volunteer with the charity 
ñMedical Detection Dogsò, along with his 
delightful Ambassador dogs Lottie and Elsa. The 
charity was founded in 2008 by Dr Claire Guest 
and is run by 30 people - full and part time. The 
charity works with the Buckingham NHS Trust 
and is based at Great Horwood, Milton Keynes. 
Fraser told us about the two sides to the charityôs 
work. 

The Bio Detection dogs are trained to detect the minute odours associated 
with many cancers and other diseases. They have had particular success 
with prostate cancer and are exploring the dogsô ability to detect other 
cancers, Parkinsonôs and malaria. Fraser made the point that the dogs work 
with samples such as urine, not sniffing patients. The dogs live with foster 
families and are collected each day to work Monday to Friday. 

The Medical Alert Assistance dogs support individuals with complex health 
conditions such as type 1 diabetes, Addisonôs disease and severe nut 
allergies. The dogs are trained to identify minute odour changes emitted prior 
to an emergency and alert the person to take preventative action. It was a 
delight to watch video clips of the dogs alerting children to dangerous sugar 
levels and delivering the necessary diabetic bag. One youngster takes her 
dog into her primary school. These dogs often prevent emergency admission 
to hospital. 

The dogs are donated from a variety of places and they have to be people 
orientated and have a good temperament; labradors, spaniels, border collies 
and poodles are ideal dogs. The dogs have the same access rights as guide 
dogs for the blind. 

The charity receives no government funding and needs to raise 3.9 million 
pounds over the next four years in order to replace retiring dogs, train new 
dogs and continue to develop. 

Our next meeting is on 12th July when we shall welcome Vicky Farmer to talk 
about ñHealthy Nutrition in a Toxic Worldò. Visitors are always welcome.  
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Several regular performers were missing so there were only two halves to the 
eveningôs entertainment. The theme for the evening was ñAll Creatures Great 
and Smallò. There was no sign of Siegfried Farnon, Tristan, James, Helen, or 
any dogs, but there were enough performers to make the evening thoroughly 
enjoyable. 

Maureen and Janny opened the first half with the Threlfall Sistersô ñSearching 
for Lambsò followed by Les Barkerôs adaptation of the tale of Goldilocks and 
the Three Bears, ñMy Husbandôs got no Porridge in Himò; there was a 
reference to a bidet being blocked by porridge, how messy that must have 
been! Ric sang a whaling song then told us how a grey-brown bird migrated 
5,000 miles each year during January and February before breaking out with 
ñA Nightingale Sang in Berkeley Squareò. Sue and Ted had everyone joining 
in with the chorus of ñThe Larks they sing Melodiousò and then made us all 
laugh as Ted played and sang to the Steeleye Span tune ñAll around my Hatò 
ï ñIôm going to Drown my Catò; apparently, there was a problem in 1975 with 
a widdling cat that needed to be got rid of. Robin sang Ralph McTellôs ñBright 
and Beautiful Thingsò which contained references to spiders, birds, and Little 
Miss Muffetôs predicament. Sally joined Robin and they sang a sea shanty in 
the style of Kate Rusby, ñThe Wild Gooseò. Norman told us the story of his 
placement at Radio Leicester in 1970 and how going through archive tapes 
he discovered the Incredible String Bandôs ñThe Hedgehog Songò and then 
sang a self-penned song, ñThe Carnival Songò, where he described 15 
animals who are all going to die as ñMankind will eat them allò. Steve closed 
the first half with a recitation of ñGuy of Warwick and the Old Dun Cowò. The 
audience joined in by making various animal sounds as each one cropped up 
including horseôs hooves, birds tweeting, sheep bleating, pigs squealing and 
oak trees barking. 

The Folk Club Choir opened the second half with two apt songs ï ñAll Godôs 
Creatures got a Place in the Choirò and ñCaô the Yowesò (a Scottish song 
about sheep).  Don played a guitar piece named after a dog, ñTeddyôs walkò, 
and followed it with a very jazzy ñPretty Pollyò. Sue and Sally performed ñTit 
Willowò, a piece from the Mikado, and then Robin joined them as they sang a 
Roy Bailey childrenôs song which described how different animals run, hop 
and walk. Des told us the story of Gomez the randy Mexican chihuahua, 
commenced his song and had us join in with a chorus of ñYes, we have no 
Chihuahuasò followed by ñWindmill in Old Amsterdamò when someone 
shouted they had seen a mouse! ñWhere?ò came the response, yes, youôve 
guessed it, right there under the stair. Pete and Liz sang about two very big 
creatures ï  firstly the story of the migration of whales from Mexico to the 
north coast of Alaska (a 6,000 mile journey) and secondly a mid-19th century 
song about a monstrous mammal washed up in Deeside which had incredibly 
large body parts. Peter McDonald closed the evening with a Copper Family 
song, ñInnocent Hareò, a story of how the victim managed to escape from the 

Folk Club 

Stephen & Maureen Darby 
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pack of hounds, and then a sad song of ñJumbo the Elephantò who could 
dance and perform tricks under the abuse of the local Mayor. The Elephant 
turned wild and eventually sat on the Mayor with the inevitable consequence. 

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the evening, every performer played and sang 
well and managed to take into account the theme. The raffle raised a 
generous Ã85 for TOFS, a charity that supports families whose child was born 
with no or only part of an oesophagus. 

Next monthôs Folk Club will be hosted by Peter Bones when the theme will 
be, ñSongs of the Seaò. 

Please visit the Local History Exhibition in Harbury Village Library from 2nd ï 
7th July. Lots of displays and leaflets to enjoy and two Listed Buildings trails to 
follow. 

During the holidays there are innumerable activities to keep your children 
occupied at the Library, including several more trails and quizzes round the 
village. The Listed Buildings trail will still be available, plus ñA Loopy Walk 
Around Harburyò which (as you probably guessed) is a series of loops like the 
petals on a flower, using possibly unknown footpaths. 

There are two cryptic ñHouse Names Trailsò where you try to work out the 
clues to house names. Answers back at the Library! Something to do after 
tea? 

Or you can borrow a copy of ñA Childrenôs Guide to Harburyò written by the 
children of the school in 1985, revised in 2004. 

Another publication can be bought called ñLetôs Go Shopping in Harburyò 
which visits all the places where shops have been over the years. It sells for 
the princely sum of Ã3.50! Have a great summer break. 

The Heritage Room is at Harbury Primary School and contains hundreds of 
photos and documents relating to the village and its inhabitants.  You might 
even be featured if you have been around here for some time! 

The main display at the moment is the story of the Tennis Club. Come and 
see. 

Entry is free, though we appreciate donations, as the Heritage Room is 
entirely self-funding. 

We are always open on the first Tuesday of each month. Our next two open 
evenings are Tuesday 3rd July and Tuesday 7th August from 6.30 to 8.30pm. 
Local organisations are welcome to book other times at their convenience. 

 

Harbury Heritage Room 

Nigel Chapman 
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Old news - a lightbulb moment 

I forgot to tell you. We had a look at the electricity use in the school six 
months after we arranged for the lights to be changed over to LEDs. In the six 
months between October and March 2017/18 the school used 4,000kW less 
electricity than in the same period in 2016/17. I would say that that is 
significant, wouldnôt you? We calculate that at this rate the school will have 
saved about Ã800 over the year, suggesting a payback period of 3 to 3.5 
years (if they had paid for it). As prices of energy rise, this saving will increase 
too. Worth doing, I think.   

Hidden news 

There is so much that I am itching to tell you but I canôt; itôs all too exciting at 
the moment. I am embargoed on reporting on the result of the Village Hall bid 
for a battery energy storage system by the funders for a few more weeks, so 
you will have to wait till August to hear about that. And another project we 
have in mind is too embryonic in development to be safely discussed 
openlyéyet.  

Air news 

Alison Hodgeôs air quality monitoring project with the school will be in 
progress as you read this. We missed Clean Air Day (21st June; 
www.cleanairday.org.uk) because the kits hadnôt arrived from Friends of the 
Earth but we went ahead a week later. With the generosity of the Parish 
Council we have been able to deploy four kits, two with their money and two 
free from Friends of the Earth. It is also likely that we will have teamed up 
with an inner city school from Coventry to compare results. Year 3 will be the 
clean air heroes for this project and we will report as soon as we know the 
results. You may be surprised and appalled to know that Leamington Spa is 
listed by WHO as the 18th worst area for air quality in the UK, two places 
above Birmingham and several above London. 

Solution news 

Talking about clean air, we have another idea for you, thanks to some 
detailed research by Ted Dowdeswell. It is generally acknowledged that the 
future of driving will be electric but we have decades ahead in which diesel 
and petrol engines will dominate the traffic with their accompanying toxic 
emissions. There appears to be an excellent interim solution to this.  

Former submarine engineer, Brian Sheard, has developed an innovative and 
efficient system of creating hydrogen that is injected into the fuel mix making 
the combustion much more efficient and drastically reducing emissions in 
diesel and petrol engines. The product, CGON (see www.cgon.co.uk), has 
been available just since November 2017 at a fitted cost of Ã459 and we are 

Harbury Energy Initiative 
Bob Sherman 

(612277  * info@harburyenergy.co.uk 
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looking at the possibility of trialing them in 
Harbury. One added benefit is that fuel use is 
noticeably reduced. Would you be interested in 
trying this?  

Another recent innovation is to óre-powerô older 
vehicles by replacing the fossil fuel engine with an 
electric motor. In one successful experiment a 
rubbish lorry in Greenwich has had its worn out 
diesel engine replaced with an electric motor and 
now does 150 miles on a charge with no 
emissions as opposed to a maximum of 4.5 miles 
per gallon with concomitant emissions (rubbish 
lorries spend a lot of time stationery with the 
motor running). 

www.harburyenergy.co.uk 

On Thursday 24th May, at 7.00am, we left Harbury in drizzling rain, crossed 
the channel to be greeted with sunshine and thatôs how it stayed for our week
-end in France. Our over-night stopover at the IBIS Hotel in Albert could not 
be faulted. The Management warmly greeted us on arrival and treated us 
excellently throughout our stay. Albert is one of the locations of the       
Franco-British offensive of 1916. The hotel had paid tribute to the wounded 
by cladding the floor of the hotel with carpeting which was decorated with 
poppies. 

On Friday we journeyed on to Samois-sur-Seine 
stopping en route in Peronne where we stopped 
for lunch after visiting the Chateau de Peronne, 
a modern museum dedicated to the 1914-18 
War. The museum is located behind the castle 
walls, the castle itself having been destroyed by 
the enemy during the war.  

 

 

 

 

This is the leading museum about 
the First World War. In addition to 
samples of the correspondence 
which took place between countries 
before the war started and the 

The cgon measures 
210x210x68mm 

Harbury Twinning Association 

Tony Thomas 
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excellently presented exhibits was a daily film show which Illustrated the daily 
life during the war through true accounts of those who lived through it.      

We arrived in Samois in the early evening to be greeted in the village square 
by our hosts before departing with them to their homes and a welcoming 
supper with families. 

On Saturday morning it was 
back on the coach for the 
planned visit to Montmartre. 
Outside the famous Moulin 
Rouge we boarded the 
small train that took us up to 
the beautiful Sacre Coeur 
Basilica. 

Montmartre was, as 
expected crowded, but we 
all found somewhere to 
interesting to take lunch 
before re-joining the small 
train for our journey back to 
the Moulin Rouge. 

That evening, at the Samoisienne (village hall) we were welcomed by the 
Mayor, Monsieur Didier Maus, who later presented each family with a copy of 
the book he had been involved in producing which illustrated the history of 
Samois from post cards and photographs. Supper was served and 
entertainment provided by a small choir drawn from their members. The 
Harbury Association responded with a choral rendition of a Flanders and 
Swan song with words changed to suit and mark the 20th anniversary 
meeting. 

Sunday morning and afternoon were left to arrangements made by the host 
families. Some went on walks in the Forest of Fontainebleau others stayed at 
home with their host where they were entertained to a ñFrench Lunchò (3 to 4 
hours with ample wine). During the afternoon some went to see the horse 
demonstrations in Grand Parquet of Fontainebleau. 

On Sunday evening, we all went to the Philadelphia Cabaret Music-Hall, 
which had opened in the village, for supper and French Cabaret 
entertainment (Folies Bergere style). Some of our hosts thought the show 
might be too risqu®. Not so, the show was very entertaining. 

Monday morning arrived all too soon, and it was back on the coach for the 
long journey home.  

 

 



23 

'To anyone who hasnôt tried Scouting before, Iôd say come on up and have a 
go! I think that most people donôt really know that Scouting is about activities, 
friendship and meeting people. Iôve been in the scouting since I was a Beaver 
and I still love it!' Joe Quinney.  

It doesnôt have to stop when you leave Guides or Scouts and itôs not too late 
to be involved! If you are interested in being involved in fun, adventure and 
new challenges then Explorers may be the answer! 

 

What are they?  

With the support, direction and guidance of Unit leaders, Explorer Scouts are 
encouraged to lead themselves, design their own programme and work 
towards the top awards that Scouting offers. With exciting prospects like 
being a part of camps and expeditions both home and abroad; adventurous 
activities such as mountaineering, parascending and sailing; Explorers offers 
fun and adventure for all. Explorers also have the opportunity to be a part of 
The Young Leadersô Scheme which develops their leadership skills and 
sense of responsibility, by helping to run meetings for younger sections. 

Can I join? 

Explorer Units are the fourth Section of the Scouting family after Beavers, 
Cubs and Scouts. Members can be new to the Scout movement or 
progressing from the Guide movement or Scout section. Explorer Scouts are 
young people aged between 14 and 18 years old.  There is flexibility in the 
age range:  young people can join from age 13İ but cannot move to Network 
until 18.  Young people must have left the Explorer Scout section before the 
date of their 18th birthday.  

Where do I find further information? https://members.scouts.org.uk/
supportresources/2942/introduction-to-explorers  

What do I do next? 

If you or your child is interested in helping to form or be part of a proposed 
Explorer unit in Harbury from September 2018, then please contact: 

Paul Quinney, Group Scout Leader (GSL), 1st Harbury  

E: HarburyGSL@hotmail.co.uk 

M: 07970 058272 

All those expressing an interest will then be contacted with further details.  

 

Paul Quinney 
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Things have been busy at Harbury Scouts, we continue to run at capacity 
with 25 Scouts. We went to a Peak District YHA in February; had an 
overnight camp at Hatton in March; we entered five go-karts in the district 
challenge in early May and you may have seen us with these in the Carnival 
procession. All this as well as our usual Thursday nights where weôve cooked 
over open fires (of course), weôve made things (most recently bows and 
arrows), weôve been out hiking and you may have seen us cleaning Harburyôs 
road-signs for the Parish Council.  

We held our main summer camp at the end of May. One of our Scouts has 
written a few paragraphs describing what we got up to, over to you Jed: 

Scout Camp at Cornel 
Campsite ï Snowdonia. 
At eight oôclock on Saturday 
26th May, 1st Harbury Scout 
Troop set off on their five-
day trip to Snowdonia. We 
took a three-and-a-half-
hour journey (all packed 
into the minibus) to the 
campsite. We stopped for 
lunch by a stone wall after a 
long search for an ideal 
location.  

When we did get to the campsite, we immediately began to unload the trailer 
and set up the tents as efficiently as possible. However, this proved to be 
more of a struggle than predicted! When we did finish setting up our tents we 
were given some free time to explore the surrounding area. This included a 
boggy field, a few strong trees (which we would later make a zipwire and 
swings on) and a lake. 

In the evening we walked up to a nearby wood for a game of capture the flag. 
This included nail-biting chases and jaw-dropping tactics. After our game we 
ventured back to the campsite where some had hot chocolate whilst others 
(including myself!) preferred the suggestion of sleep. 

The next day we awoke to terrible quantities of rain which had pummelled our 
still-standing tents. Luckily, it was that day we would explore a 100-year-old 
Victorian slate mine. We were able to do this with the company óGo Belowô. 
Our underground trip included precarious boat trips, zipwires, rock climbing 
and abseiling. We also got to learn about the history of the mine and how it 
came about, as well as the conditions and work that miners would face. We lit 
candles to experience the effects of different levels of light.  

1st Harbury Scouts  

John Rea 
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We then returned to the 
campsite, all praying that our 
tents had not given in to the 
rain and so far, they were still 
standing. That night all of us 
ravenously ate a meal of 
curry and rice after sheltering 
from the rain for a while. 
Exhausted from the dayôs 
activities we then retired to 
bed. 

The next day, we would set 
off on our hike. But first, we 
ate a breakfast of cereal, followed by bacon and eggs, as well as preparing 
our lunches for the day. Whilst on our walk we encountered some very 
energetic sheep which we all found highly amusing. Another highlight was the 
lake we stopped off at. Although it was quite a warm day only five scouts 
mustered the courage to have a swim! But we had to leave, so when the 
brave five had dried themselves we trekked back to the campsite. That 
evening we cooked and ate a meal of spaghetti bolognese. We then had a 
campfire and hot chocolate after some more wide games. 

On our last full day of this 
yearôs camp we were 
cycling around two nearby 
reservoirs. After we had 
got our bikes from the hire 
shop, we began our cycle. 
The ride took many forms, 
including sections of   
steep uphill, cool forests, 
downhill tracks and areas 
with lots of twists and turns 
where some Scouts even 
crashed! On the way back 
from the reservoirs          
we stopped off at        
Betws-y-coed. This gave 

all the scouts a chance to explore and even buy a few treats! 

That evening, we endeavoured to finally set up the zipwire. We did this 
between two trees which were ideally placed in a field. Once the scouts had 
enjoyed a few goes on the zipwire, we each peeled four potatoes to help 
prepare the mash for our dinner - some were faster than others. Later, we 
fried sausages and heated baked beans so that we could eat our bangers 
and mash. 

The next morning, we were all sad to leave the campsite after all the fun weôd 
had over the week. To begin with we all packed our belongings and struck 
camp. As efficiently as we had raised them, we took our tents down.       
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Before taking the zipwire down 
everyone had a last go. Next the 
trailer was loaded after a long 
struggle. It seemed that whenever 
the last bag was put into the trailer 
everything fell out!  

To finish our time at Cornel 
Campsite, we played the egg 
game. This involves finding a 
partner and repeatedly throwing an 
egg between each other, getting 
farther and farther apart, until 
eventually the egg cracks. I wouldnôt be that surprised if some of the eggs 
turned out to be hard boiled! 

Unfortunately, we then had to leave and return to Harbury. We travelled back 
in the minibus and enjoyed some chaotic karaoke to the radio. Most would 
describe it as more yelling than singing! Due to our enjoyment the journey 
appeared to take almost no time at all. Soon enough we were back to the 
comfort of our homes. Iôm certain we were all enjoying warm showers or 
baths and tasty meals. And so this yearôs camp went to sleep. 

Harbury Rainbows needs help! 

Rainbows is the youngest group in the 
Girlguiding family, for girls aged 5 and 6. 
We have lots of fun doing all sorts of things 
from arts and crafts, cooking, den building, 
fire lighting, hikes and trips. You might have 
seen us at the Carnival, as the 101 
Dalmatians. Weôve visited guide dog 
puppies, Southam fire station and Pets at 
Home in Leamington this year. We also like 
to earn badges. 

We are looking for some new leaders to 
keep the group running from September. 
We meet on Tuesdays from 5.30 ï 6.30pm 
at the Scout Hut. If you might be able to 
help, please call Debbie on 612036 or 
email debbie @dimmock.org.uk. If no-one 
volunteers, we may have to close the group 
which will be a real shame. Alternatively, if 
you have a daughter who might like to join 
us, please register your details on           
the Girlguiding website, https://
www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/ 

1st Harbury Rainbows 

Debbie Dimmock 
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AGM Year review feedback and Next Event 

Following the annual GASS AGM and year review held on Saturday 12th May 
2018, I am pleased to report that the event was a great opportunity to find out 
what exciting activities the various sections have been up to in the last year, 
from creative crafts through to adventure hikes against the elements. 

It was also an opportunity to celebrate the successes of the GASS committee 
and volunteers who support the Harbury Guide and Scout sections. This has 
included help with maintaining the premises, operations and fundraising 
events including the annual beer festival, coffee morning, bonfire and GASS 
post. 

On behalf of the scout and guide groups we would like to thank the GASS 
committee, leaders, children, parents and numerous volunteers for helping 
make these events a success. In particular I wish to thank the valuable 
contributions of committee members Susan Wood, Jane Beaton and   
Corinna Butler who have now stood down. I am also pleased to welcome 
Rosanna Hunt as the new chair for 2018/19. 

However, holding these great events is a result of all those involved either on 
the day or before and after, for which GASS rely on volunteer support. We 
are looking for further parent volunteers to support GASS and the leaders in 
order to maintain fundraising and the running of the groups. So please 
support these events and consider giving some of your time for the young 
people of the village. 

The next event is the Harbury Beer Festival, where we need volunteers on 
various shifts on Friday 31st August and Saturday 1st September 2018 to 
help with food sales.  

Please contact if you can assist in any way: 

Paul Quinney, Group Scout Leader, harburygsl@hotmail.co.uk,              
07970 058272 

Whilst the Rugby playing season has come to an end, one might be forgiven 
for thinking that there is little going on down at Waterloo Fields. Nothing could 
be further from the truth. 

Just like your lawns, grass has been growing like crazy and with around 10 
acres to keep in check the pitches have been cut once if not twice some 
weeks. Where Michaelôs tractor is unable to get in amongst the copse, Chris 
brings his long reach flail to keep the grass down whilst also keeping the 

Guides and Scouts Support 

Paul Quinney 

Harbury Rugby Football Club 
 Steve Kittendorf 
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verge and ditches tidy. That only then leaves a final walk round with a 
strimmer to complete the job before we start all over again! 

In addition to all that, Richard has been preparing the cricket square keeping 
it clear of weeds, using the heavy roller and cutting the strip three sometimes 
four times during the week before a match. 

Due to circumstances beyond our control, the Classic Car Night due to be 
held in June was cancelled at short notice by the organiser and the event is 
being moved to another venue for the remainder of the year. The event was 
increasing in popularity at each meeting but unfortunately the event is not 
organised by the Rugby Club and we apologise to those who were 
disappointed and made a fruitless journey that night. 

Seniorsô pre-season training starts on Tuesday 3rd July at 7.00pm and will 
continue on Thursdays and Tuesdays. If you are a seasoned rugby player, 
new to the area or interested in taking up the game just come along and join 
us. 

The U13s and U14s are holding a regular Tuesday night training session 
starting around 6.30pm and would welcome new players to join them. 

Harbury Rugby Club embodies all that is good in sport for young people and 
the Mini and Junior section welcomes players of all levels of ability from U6s 
to U15s. Our coaches have all the necessary Rugby Football Union 
qualifications and generally stay with the teams that they coach as they 
progress through the age ranges. We provide team kit at negotiated rates and 
have boot amnesties to allow new players to start with us cost effectively. We, 
of course, comply with the RFUôs stringent requirements on safeguarding and 
data protection and fully endorse the RFUôs values of teamwork, respect, 
enjoyment, discipline and sportsmanship.  

Our season contains many fixtures played home and away against local clubs 
and after every game there is always food and drinks in the clubhouse. We 
also run a minis festival and tours and events throughout the year. For 
example this year our U14s went on tour to South Wales which combined a 
visit to a mine with a local rugby festival the following day. We also have trips 
to Wasps games attended by the whole club with coaches laid on from the 
club house. 

Contact us using the link https://www.facebook.com/HarburyRFC/ 

What a great month itôs been for tennis with lots of sun! We had plenty of 
visitors on 9th June with our Open Session in the morning followed by a very 
successful Carnival. Coach Elizabeth Holding was kept busy in the morning 
with plenty of young children trying and enjoying tennis for the first time, and 
delighted that a couple of them were impressed enough to join Elizabethôs 
regular Monday Mini Red group. In the afternoon a number of ñrustiesò took 

Harbury Tennis Club 
Colin Mercer 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/HarburyTC  
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some time away from the 
Carnival to take on our ball 
machine and have 50 balls 
fired at them at quite a   
speed, and some impressive 
reactions. 

We then had perfect weather 
for one of our biggest social 
events of the year when we 
all get ourselves in the    
mood for Wimbledon with            
our Strawberry Tournament. 
Peter Walshe did his usual 
first class job in organising it 
and below is his full report, puns and all!! 

ñEira Owen donated piles of 
delicious strawberries for the 
Tournament and brought the 
sunshine too. On the balmiest of 
evenings the barmiest of formats 
(donôt stop for a service let, just 
play on) was unleashed on a 
great turnout of 17 keen players. 
The óseedingô (well, it is a 
strawberry event) ensured a very 
tight competition with the pairings 
of Florence Thomas/Nigel Eaton 
taking on Keith Thompson/Josh 
Marshall and Jon Cook/Eira 
Owen against Sue Panton/  
David Bristow in the semi-finals. 
They were avidly watched,    
barracked, cheered and generally 
encouraged by the rest of the 

players gorging on strawberries and cream. The final was between Keith/Josh 
and Sue/David, a close encounter with Sue and David eventually winning the 
Strawberry Bowl. 

The sun had gone down and the floodlights were on, but the warmth of the 
evening was still apparent in the actual temperature as well the friendly 
atmosphere that Harbury Tennis Club is so well known for.ò 

It has been a busy month for league matches. In the Banbury Summer 
League (midweek format) the team is currently top of Division 4 at the 
halfway point of the season after convincing wins against Brackley ñBò (7-2), 
followed by two matches in seven days against Deddington ñDò with an 8-1 
win at home and a 9-0 win away. The only ñblipò was the away match at Kings 
Sutton B, which ended in a 4-5 defeat against our closest rivals.   
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In the Banbury League weekend format, Harbury are still without a win, the 
most recent match being away at Priors Marston B where Chris Cousins 
made his competitive debut. The final result was a 2-6 defeat but it was a 
closely fought match and had the two tiebreak sets gone our way it would 
have been a creditable draw. 

Our start to the Rugby and District Summer League (Division 1) has been 
somewhat of a baptism of fire! Due to a couple of postponements weôve now 
played the two strongest teams in the league, Rugby 1 (twice) and Rugby 2. 
Despite losing all three we have secured enough points to avoid being bottom 
of the league with (on paper!) some easier matches to come. 

The Coolsportz coaching programme is going really well.  There are sessions 
for Juniors on Mondays (coach Elizabeth Holding) between 4.30 and 7.30pm, 
with a session for Adult Beginners/Improvers at 7.30pm. On Thursdays, 
coach Rob West runs Junior sessions between 3.45 and 5.45pm, and on 
Friday mornings (9.30-10.30am) has a Ladiesô Group. For more details email 
Lianne Candappa at lianne@coolsportz.co.uk 

We couldnôt quite believe what happened on Monday 11th June, it was such a 
wonderful, amazing and unexpected surprise.  

Clare, mum to Sophie and Olivia along with Sadie, mum to Ruby and Stanley, 
returned my cake tin to me and when I opened it up there was a lot of money 
inside! Ã422.50 to be precise. Money they both had raised at Harbury 
Carnival on Saturday, additionally above and beyond they took the items that 
didnôt sell to a car boot sale and all towards the cost of our much-needed 
shed.  

We are lost for words which I know is unusual but we just were overwhelmed. 
They decided to both run stalls, and thank you to everyone who contributed 
cakes, clothes and toys.  

These two also set up a Just Giving Page, how 
very modern is that! 

We have also received a cheque of Ã500 from the 
Luise Gunter Estate, thanks so much to Gemma 
Took for her recommendation. 

All Saintsô PCC has given us the green light so we 
are delighted to share with you that we have almost 
reached our target to purchase and erect the 
custom-built shed for storing our toys and 
equipment when we move to our new home at the 
Scout Hut.  All systems go! 

Harbury Toddler Group 

Lynne Barton 


